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ADMIRABLE ARN? 

The 1997 Editors’ 
Award goes to Arn 
Anderson? You’ve got 
to be kidding me! 
While reading about 
your 1997 Editors’ 
Award recipient, I 
didn’t know whether 
to laugh or puke. 

You babble about 
him “admirably” serv- 
ing as “The Enforcer” 
for a gang of cowardly 
jackals known as The 
Four Horsemen. What 
was so admirable about 
the way he served as a 
hired thug for Ric Flair 
for so many years? Is 
admirable the way you 
would describe how 
he and Flair mugged 
70-year-old Angelo 
Poffo (a true legend) 
back in 1995, when 
Arn held back the for- 
mer U.S. champion’s 
arms while that horse- 
toothed, banana-nosed 
maggot Flair took 
cheap shots? 

I’m curious. If Scott Hall or Kevin 
Nash suffered a crippling injury that put 


them out of the sport, would you write of 


their “admirable” roles in the “legendary” 
NWO or of their great deeds and many 
titles won? 

In 1996, the great Ray Stevens died. 
Sure, he was brutal—known as “The 
Crippler” in later years—but he was 10 
times the man and wrestler that punk 
Anderson was. Stevens held the West 
Coast version of the U.S. title several 
times, the AWA tag team title with Nick 


™ Sen ett 0: Tee ; 
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Arn Anderson was a thug who didn’t deserve the 1997 PW/ Editors’ 
Award, according to reader Kevin Michaels. He thinks Ray Stevens 
would have been a more appropriate choice. 


Bockwinkel three times, and the NWA tag 
team title twice. Add the fact that Stevens 
was a threat to every wrestler from the 
1950s to the 1980s and you have a late leg- 
end who is a lot more worthy of your 
award than a hireling of Flair. 
KEVIN MICHAELS 
Trenton, NJ 


AREN'T THEY FOR WRESTLERS? 


Each year, the March issue of PWI pro- 
vokes debate concerning the winners of 
your annual awards. However, I believe a 
new rule should apply, effective with the 


Competitors should have actually wrestled in order to be eli- 
gible for PW/ Awards, writes Chris Bridges. By those stan- 
dards, Sting would have never been voted 1997’s Most 
Popular Wrestler. 


March 1999 issue. 

A wrestler should have to be involved in 
a minimal number of matches to be eligible 
for an award. That would have left Sting— 
who hadn’t wrestled in over a year—out of 
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YEARS AGO 
IN PWI 


The cover of the June 1988 issue featured Hulk Hogan, who had just 
lost the WWF World title to Andre the Giant. Andre pinned Hogan and 
immediately sold the belt to Ted DiBiase. WWF President Jack Tunney, 
however, voided the transaction and announced that a tournament for 
the vacant title would be held. Randy Savage ended up winning it with 


a little help from the “Hulkster.” 
Elsewhere in the magazine: Horseman Tully Blanchard was 
featured in the centerfold .. 


. PWitook a close look at the year’s most 


the running for Most Popular 
Wrestler this year. 

I would also like PWI to add 
Announcer of the Year and 
Wrestling Writer of the Year to 
the next fan ballot. 

CHRIS BRIDGES 
Winder, GA 


WCW SAVIOR 

In his “Steel Cage” column 
(March 1998), Dave Rosen- 
baum stated that Sting received 
his Starrcade title shot by 
“whining” and “got his way 
without working hard.” 

Well, Dave, it’s obvious you 
didn’t watch WCW in the 
early-’90s, when Sting carried 
the organization on his shoul- 
ders. The people filled arenas 
and bought the pay-per-views 
because of him, not Cactus 
Jack, Vader, or The Dangerous 
Alliance. “Stone-Cold” Steve 
Austin is doing the same thing 
right now for the WWE, mak- 
ing money by being “the man.” 

Sting never abandoned his 
organization for other promo- 
tions like Ric Flair, Lex Luger, 
or the Steiners did. He waited 
for the talent to come to him. 
Even after the WCW roster was 


full of former WWF stars such as Hogan, 
Nash, Hall, and Savage, Sting remained the 
franchise player. 

When the NWO tried to take over, Sting 


(Continued on page 70) 


underrated feud: The Midnight Express vs. Kevin Kelly and Nick Kiniski ... Don Muraco rededicated 
himself to hard training and made a triumphant return to the WWF—as a fan favorite ... World Class 
champion Al Perez sat down with Craig Peters, Bill Apter, Andy Rodriguez, and Gian Trotta to-.explain 


why he considered himself the greatest wrestler in the world. 
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_ With Bill Apter 


= 


Alliance is trying to make a 


Yai NATIONAL WRESTLING 


comeback at the expense of 
the World Wrestling Federation, 
and so far it seems to be doing 
rather well. 

The NWA, whose list of past 
champions includes the names of 
legends such as Lou Thesz, 
Buddy Rogers, and Gene Kiniski, 
lost much of its power and visibility 


= 


when it severed its relationship with 
World Championship Wrestling in 
September 1993. 

Jim Cornette, an admitted 
wrestling traditionalist, is champi- 
oning the NWA’s cause. He recent- 
ly appeared on a segment on WWF 
TV lamenting the fact that what the 
WWF and WCW are promoting 
today is not wrestling. “I don’t know 
what the hell it is!” he said. 


Cornette’s editorial was met with 
a lot of telephone calls, but two 
stood out in his mind. They were 
from Howard Brody, president of 
the NWA, and Dennis Coraluzzo, 
who is on the NWA board of direc- 
tors. They felt the same “traditional- 
ist” pains Cornette did. 

Within a few weeks, a plan was 
put into action. Cornette, Brody, 
and Coraluzzo met with WWF offi- 
cials and contracts were drawn up 
to bring talent into the WWF under 
the banner of the NWA. A one- 
match tournament to determine a 
North American champion was 
then held, and Jeff Jarrett beat 
Barry Windham. The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express, who held the NWA 
tag team belts four times, were 
brought in as the new NWA tag 
champions. Windham has since left 
his “Blackjack” partner, Justin 
Bradshaw, and joined the NWA 
faction. NWA heavyweight champi- 


Dennis Coraluzzo, who's on the NWA | 
board of directors, and Jim Cornette _; 
pose with NWA North American cham- © 
pion Jeff Jarrett. The WWF's NWA fac- 
tion keeps growing and growing. 
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on Dan Severn is expected to join 
them soon. 

Also, Music City Wrestling has 
joined the National Wrestling Al- 
liance, and promoter Bert Prentice 
tells us he'll be sending some “real 
wrestlers—not guys who just kick 
and punch—to Mr. Cornette in the 
near future.” 

“We're just doing what we can to 
bring wrestling back to the world,” 
Jarrett says. “Showin’ your butt to 
people, cursing, and that type of 
stuff is not what wrestling is all 
about, and we’re going to set the 
world back about 10 years and 
make wrestling right again.” 

Besides the war with the WWF, 
the NWA has another battle on its 
hands. West Coast wrestler/pro- 
moter Johnathan Holliday claims 
he has the rights to the National 
Wrestling Alliance name and main- 
tains that he is the rightful NWA 
heavyweight champion. Holliday 
has sent letters to promoters and 
media urging them to “cease and 
desist’ from acknowledging anyone 
else’s claims to the NWA name. 
The matter may have to be decided 
in court. 

Legendary wrestling star Bobo 
Brazil died on January 20 in 
Michigan as a result of complica- 


tions from a stroke. He was 74 


years old. Bobo began 
his career in 1950 and 
wrestled for more than 
four decades. His bat- 
tles against the original 
Sheik—most of them 
with the U.S. title on 
the line—were so 
memorable. Bobo’s sig- } 
nature move was the 
headbutt—something 
he called the “coco 
butt.” Perhaps the best 
thing | can say about 
Bobo Brazil is that | 
didn’t know anyone in 
the sport who didn’t 
respect him. 

“He was a true gen- 
tleman,” Bruno Sam- 
martino recalled. “A 
true piece of wrestling 
history has passed on, 
and it makes me very 
sad.” ; 
“Bobo Brazil was a ™ 
pioneer in our business,” Killer 
Kowalski said. “He was the very 
first black athlete to really make his 
mark in wrestling. He was a great 
opponent and a wonderful person, 
a true credit to the profession who 
will be missed.” 

More unusual behavior from 
Scott Steiner: He has asked Ted 


" Westiing, lost another t 
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Scott Steiner has let his manager, rf ed DiBiase, know 
that he wants-to wrestle in more singles matches. 
Scoit's brother, Rick, believes he is just going 
ints a Rhee 


DiBiase, his manager, to book him 
in more single matches. “I asked 
him why,” Ted said, “and he nearly 
bit my head off. He kept yelling that 
if | didn’t do it, he would seek new 
management. Scoit’s brother, Rick, 
shrugged this off and is trying not to 
let it bother him. "Scotty gets this 
independent thing every few years, 
so it’s here again,“ he said. "He'll be 
back to his old self real soon.“ 

Dusty Rhodes is probably the 
last person | would have ever 
expected to see wearing an NWO 
T-shirt, but as you probably know, 
he officially joined the group at 
Souled Out, when he helped Scott 
Hall and Louie Spicolli pummel 
Larry Zbyszko. 

“Willie, the reason is plain and 
simple,” he told me several days 
later. “| hate Larry Zbyszko. | have 
always hated Larry Zbyszko. | start- 
ed Scott Hall in this business, and 
Larry Zbyszko has always been a 
pain in Scott Hall’s side. 

“But there’s even more to this,” he 
continued. “Zbyszko’s ego is just too 
big for anyone to take. He has no 
right to call himself a legend. When 
we'd have meetings with the broad- 
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Could Goldust and Luna Vachon be 
any happier together than they are 


now? Goldust doesn’t think so. But he 
hasn't completely cut off contact with 
his estranged wife, Terri (Marlena). 


casting staff, all he’d talk about is 
himself. It made me sick, Willie. | 
also want to point out that when 
people say that the NWO has no tra- 
dition, they’re dead wrong. Look at 
who they have now—'The American 
Dream,’ Mr. Tradition himself!” 

Blue Thunder and J.R. Ryder 
are the new Pennsylvania Cham- 
pionship Wrestling tag team cham- 
pions by virtue of their victory over 
The Persian Prince and Dave 
Patera ... Bart Gunn has returned 
to the WWF and is calling himself 
Black Bart ... Ahmed Johnson is 
furious over Mark Henry’s decision 
to join The Nation of Domination. 
“That’s the second friend | lost to 
them,” he said. “First Rocky Maivia, 
now him. Even more frustrating 
than that is the fact that | haven’t 
broken that group up yet” ... In 
Japan, Giant Baba celebrated his 
60th birthday on January 23. To 
mark the occasion, he did what 
he’s done best for years—wrestle. 
Baba teamed with Maunakea 
Mossman and Mitsuharu Misawa 
to beat Masanobu Fuchi, Kenta 
Kobashi, and Toshiaki Kawada. 


Baba pinned Fuchi after a running 
neckbreaker drop, a move he has 
used throughout his 37-year career. 

During a recent photo shoot, | 
asked Goldust if he and Marlena 
(his wife, Terri) talk to each other 
at all. 

“Yeah, we talk about our daugh- 
ter, Dakota, but that's all,” he said. 
“It's amazing how much better my 
career is going without Marlena 
around all the time. Luna and | 
complement each other so well. 
She lends so much to the look and 
charisma of The Artist Formerly 
Known As Goldust. | wasted so 
much time with Marlena. It’s a 
shame. | could have spent all that 
quality time with Luna instead.” 

That's all for now. I'll see you at 
ringside! oO 


even the longest journey begins with but 
& Single step ... 
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OW MUCH IS too much? 
That's the question a lot of 
people asked when word 
leaked that WCW was planning to 
add a second live prime time 
wrestling broadcast for Thursday 
nights on TBS. There are many “in- 
the-know” people in the wrestling 
business who were convinced that 
WCW would be hurting its own 
’ cause, regardless of 
the millions TBS was 
throwing its way. 
WCW, they said, was 
enjoying too much 
success to want to 
tamper with its win- 
ning formula. Adding 
a second weeknight 
show would overex- 
pose the product. 
Give the consumer 
too much and he'll 
want less: less Mon- 
day Nitro, less WCW 
pay-per-view, less 

WCW in general. 

How much is too 
much? We wouldn’t 
have to wait long to 
find out, the naysay- 
ers said. 

Ah, the naysayers. 
Those people who 
think they know bet- 
ter than anyone else 
because they’re the 
first to proclaim that 
everything new is 
going to fail. Most of 
the time, admittedly, 
they're right. The fact 
of the matter is, when 
it comes to business, 
more things don’t 
work out than do. People 
who are successful in busi- 
ness know this, but they also 
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know that unless they take risks, 
they’ll eventually allow others to 
succeed where they could have. 

WCW was fully aware of the 
risks involved in doubling its prime 
time schedule. Of course, whatever 
fallout there might be would be 
cushioned by TBS’ money. But 
don’t lose sight of the fact that 
WCW and TBS, while separate 
companies, both fall under the 
umbrella of one mega-company, 
Time Warner Inc. If WCW were 
receiving its money from an out- 
side source, Time Warner wouldn't 
think twice about the risks, but you 
know Ted Turner and 
the rest knew exactly 
what the consequences 
were of one of its com- 
panies paying a large 
amount of money to 
another, with the chance 
that they both could be 
damaged if it didn’t work 
out. 

. The early returns are 
encouraging. Nitro’s rat- 
ings have increased, 
while the new show, 
Thunder, has been very 
strong out of the gate. — 
Everybody understands 
that these early num- 
bers can be deceiving. 
There will be people 
who tune in to Thunder 
as a curiosity. Main- 
taining those viewers, 
and, conversely, not 
stealing viewers from 
Nitro is the key to 
WCW’s overall success. 

Tony Schiavone, who 
does blow-by-blow for 
both prime time shows, 
admits to have been a 
bit surprised initially 


when WCW informed him of the 
added show. “But then | thought 
about it in term of other sports,” he 
said. “Except for football, every 
other sport has more than one 
game per week. The games don’t 
subtract from one another; they 
build on one another. If you watch 
the Atlanta Hawks on Tuesday, 
you’re going to want to see them 
again on Friday to see how they 
responded to their last game or 
how they'll adjust to the next team. 

“Or,” he added, “you’ll want to 
see them again as soon as possi- 
ble because you love basketball 


and love the way 
the Hawks play the 
game.” 

In 1998, people love the way 
WCW plays the game. The TBS 
execs merely had to look at the 
weekly Nielsen numbers to figure 
that out. TBS has been carrying 
wrestling since it was just a local 
Atlanta channel, and as happy as it 


was with the success WCW was 
having on its sister station, TNT, 
there had to be a little resentment 
over the fact that it wasn’t sharing 
its prime time bonanza. When they 
came running after WCW with 
bags of money, the naysayers 
thought they should have run in the 
opposite direction. 

“There were a lot of people who 


just didn’t think we could produce a 
quality live program three nights 
after Nitro,” said Schiavone. “But 
there were also a lot of people who 
said we couldn’t make it on 
Monday nights to begin with.” 

WCW knew it was taking a huge 
risk by scheduling Nitro opposite 
Raw when it made its debut in 
1995. But in doing so, it was send- 
ing a message to the WWF and 
every fan: It was ready to take on 
the WWF head-on, unlike the early 
days, when men like Jim Herd lived 
by this thinking: Wrestling is big 
enough for two big-time federa- 
tions. We know Vince McMahon 
and the WWF are number one. 
We'll be happy to eat their crumbs. 
Eric Bischoff was bold. If he lis- 
tened to the naysayers when he 
took over, WCW would not have 
been in a position in which it would 
have to be deciding if it wanted two 
live prime time shows, that’s for 
sure. The new WCW, run by 
Bischoff and patterned after the 
business philosophy of Ted Turner, 
was fearless. 

So now, fearlessly, Thunder rolls 
into Thursday nights. A mistake? 
Maybe. But maybe there’s 
more to this than just tak- 
ing the money and run- 
ning with it. Maybe 
WCW surmised that 
the WWF was looking 
at Thursday nights as 
an alternative to con- 
tinuing its Monday 
night war with WCW. 
There could, in fact, be 
a number of factors 
that ultimately played 
into WCW’s bold deci- 
sion to expand. 

For now, however, 
let’s keep things simple 
and speak only about 
what we know to be true. 
Thunder gives us one more 
night to be thoroughly enter- 
tained by the greatest sport on 
earth. 

So how much is too much? 
Right now, quite honestly, | can’t 
get enough! Oo 
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June 1983: Rick Martel In 1983: A Year Of Greatness ... Or 
Disaster? Centerloki: Cowboy Bob Orton. Plus: Midnight Rider- 
Sullivan, Kevin Von Erich, Jack Brisco, Siaughter-Wanz. 

February 1984; Greg “The Hammer” Valentine: Wrestling’s 
Savage Genius. Centerfold: Jim Garvin & Sunshine. Plus: Super 
i ames Abdullah the Butcher, JYD-Sawyer, Gary 


thie dans: The Carnage Continues: Why The NWA Is Afraid 
To Stop Ted DiBiase. Centerfold: Dick Slater. Plus: Hulk Hogan, 
Magnum-ll, Patera & Blackwell-Rock 'n' Rolls, One Man Gang. 
July 1984: Jimmy Valiant’s Message To The Fans: “t's Time 
For You To Boogie Woogie!” Centerfold: Paul Ellering. Pius: 
Fabulous Ones-Rock ‘n' Rolis, Junkyard Dog, Sheik AHKaissie, 
Barry Windham, 
November 1964: Sgt. Slaughter: “! Pledge Allegiance To The 
Fans!” Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: Superstar Graham, Road 
Warriors, Kerry Von Erich, Windham & Rotundo-Mosca & Slater. 
December 1984: Do The Fans Expect Too Much From Barry 
Windham? Centerfold: Kerry Von Erich. Plus: Rick Martel, 
Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rich, WWF vs. NWA. 
January 1985; Awesome Destruction! The Road Warriors 
Power To Their First World Title. Centerfold: Tito Santana. 
Plus: Billy Jack-Dory Funk Jr., Michael Hayes, Austin Idol. 
February 1985: AWA World Champion Rick Martel: Five 
Steps To Greatness. Centerfold; Magnum T.A. Pius: Hulk 
Hogan, Blanchard-Rhodes, Bob Backlund, Paul Ellering. 
April 1985; Jimmy Snuka: “I Want Piper!"—Even If It Kilis 
The Tonga Kid. Centerfold: Ronnie Garvin. Plus: Flair-Rhodes, 
Terry Gordy, Jim Garvin, Road Warriors, 
September 1985: Magnum T.A.; He's Got Millions Of Fans, 
But He's The Loneliest Man In Wrestling. Centerfold: Junkyard 
Dog. Pius: Hulk Hogan, Von Erich-Adams, Hacksaw Duggan. 
October 1985: Instant Stardom: Rick Steamboat Makes It Big 
‘In The WWF. Centerfold: Chris Adams. Plus: Road Warriors, 
Bruiser Brody, Nikita Koloff. 
January 1987: Great Scot! Rowdy Roddy Piper Tums Good. 
Centerfold: Fabulous Freebirds. Plus; Koloff-Magnum, Steve 
Simpson, Jimmy Snuka. 
May 1987: Hulk vs, Andre? The WWF Braces For All-Out 
War! Centerfold: Steve Williams. Plus: Capt. Lou Albano, 
PWIUWF Tourey, Jim Comette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry Von Erich. 
June 1887: Magnum T.A.’s Message To The Fans: “Thank 
You For Your Prayers.” Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Martel & 
Zenk, Hayes & Gordy, Scott Hall, Road Warriors. 
October 1987: Dump The Horsemen, Flair—A True 
Champion Stands On His Own. Centerfold: Ted DiBiase. Plus: 
Steve Williams, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987: When The Going Gets Tough .., Will Nikita 
Koloff Turn Bad Again? Centerfold: George Steele. Plus: Road 
Warriors, Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hart, Barry Windham. 
June 1988; is The End Near For Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: Tully 
Blanchard. Plus: Midnight Rockers-Kelly & Kiniski, Al Perez, 
Dusty Rhodes, Magnificent Muraco. 
August 1988: Macho Madness—The Torch Is Passed. 


Centerfold; Al Perez. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Bruno Sammartino, 
Luger & Windham, Eddie Gilbert. 

November 1988: He’s Back! But Is Savage's Belt Beyond 
Hulk's Reach? Centerfold: Midnight Express. Plus: Madusa- 
Hyatt, Rock 'n’ Rolls, Dusty Rhodes, Warlord & Barbarian-Ax & 
Smash, Kevin Von Erich & Jessica McClure. 

December 1988: The Four Horsemen's Revolving Door— 
Who's The Next To Go? Centerfold; Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: 
Intercontinental tag title, 

June 1989: Hogan vs. V Preview. 
Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: Dustin Rhodes, Road 
Warriors, Larry Zbyszko, Rock 'n’ Rolis-British Bulldogs, 

July 1989: Rick Steamboat: “I'm Not A Real Champ Till | Beat 
Luger & Sting. Centerfold: Roddy Piper. Plus: Paul E. 
Dangerously, John Studd, Dallas Page. 


WHY THE NWA 
IS AFRAID 
TOSTOP | 

TED DiBIASE 


rand Super Sunday—Hulkamania Rebom! Ultimate 
Warrior Dethroned! NWA Stunner! Centerfold: Lex Luger. Pius: 

Steamboat-Fiair, Dusty Rhodes. 

September 1989 (Special issue): Senational 10th 


January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Pius: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Ross, 
Midnight Express. 

February 1990: Luger's Holiday Gift For Flair: Has The “Total 
HERP Go ete 


June 1990: Hogan vs. Warrior: Why WrestieMania VI Won't 
Settle This Feud. Centerfold: Sting. Pius: Nikita Koloff, Cometie- 
Rock 'n’ Rolls, Rhodes-Savage, Anderson-Sawyer, boxers vs. 
wrestlers, 
July 1990; The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total Package” 
Becomes The People’s Choice. Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: 
Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees. 
ire naar The Hulkster's Wrath: 7,000 Miles To 
Centerfold: The Steiners. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, 
aor Destruction Crew, Four Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 
October 1990: Sting’s Painful Lesson: You'll Have No 
Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beefcake. Plus: 
Omdorff-Blanchard, Tugboat, Teddy Long, Ultimate Warrior, 
Road Warriors. 
November 1990: Sting Wins The NWA World Title! “If This Is 
A Dream, Don't Wake Me.” Centerfold: Road Warriors. Plus: 
Rude-Warrior, Ric Flair, Funk-Hansen, muscle and power. 
December 1990: New Blood—And Bad Blood—in The WWF. 
Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Four Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich, Doom, 
Eddie Gilbert, Sgt. Slaughter. 
February 1991: WrestleMania Vil Contest. Centerfold: 1991 
calendar. Plus: Sid Vicious, DiBiase-Rhodes, Scott Steiner, 
Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 
March 1991 (Special Issue): 1990—The Year In Wrestling. 
1990 In Review, Achievement ‘90 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1991. 
April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Centerfold: Tom 
Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse Ventura, Lawier-Gilbert, 
Hogan & Warrior. 
May 1991: WrestleMania Vil Shocker! Who Is Secretly 
Plotting To Destroy Hulk Hogan Before March 24? Centerfold; 
Steamboat. 
June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America's Hero. Centerfold: Hacksaw 
Duggan. Pius: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, Steiners, 
Simmons-Reed. 


July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates The WWF 


Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania Vil, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate 
Warrior, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of Hulk 
Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus; , Terrence 
Taylor, Bary Windham, Wi 

November 1991: Your Wedding Gitt For Savage & Elizabeth: 
Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspension! Centerfold; Bobby 
Eaton. Plus: Tito Santana, Bushwhackers, Jushin Liger, Brian 
Pillman. 

December 1991: PW/ 500, Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: 
Ron Simmons, Johnny 8. Badd, Flair-Hogan. 

January 1992: Ric Flair: He'll Make Hulk Hogan Look Like An 
Amateur. Centerfold: Ron Simmons. Plus: Rick Steiner, Ultimate 
Warrior, Lex Luger. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? Centerfold: 
1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Roberts, hot prospects, Eddie 
Gilbert. 

March 1992 (Special Issue): 1991—The Year In Wrestling. 
1991 In Review, Achievement ’91 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1992. 

April 1992: Outlook For Sting: Bright And Sunny; Forecast 
For Luger: Reign Ending! Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Eaton & 
May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is Super- 
Psyched For WrestleMania Vil! Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: 
Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy 
Savage, intimidation. 

June 1992: Exclusive PWI Interview: Roddy Piper Speaks 
Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Plus: Dangerously-Sting, 
Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 

duly 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of Their 
Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger-Pillman, Jim 
Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 

August 1992 (Special Issue): WrestleMania Vill. Centerfold: 
Hulk Hogan. Pius: Ultimate Warrior, Randy Savage, Sting, Terry 
Taylor, Gilbert-Patriot, gore. 

September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't That Unlikely. 


Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: Steiners, Barry Windham, Sid 
Justice, Hodge & Weston, Shawn Michaels, 

October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: Ultimate Warrior 
vs. Randy Savage—They’ll Settle Up At SummerSiam! 
Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus; Steve Williams, Tom Zenk, WWF 
title controversy, fire match, Eric Embry, 


November 1992: The British Bulldog: Hounding The Hitman. ~ 


Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus; Honky Tonk Man, Steiners, 
Undertaker, Madusa, perfect wrestler. 

December 1992: PW1 500, Centerfold: Big Van Vader. Plus: 
Nailz-Bossman, Sid Justice, WCW rulebreakers. 

January 1993: New WWF World Champion Ric Flair: His 
SummerSlam Plan Works To Perfection. Centerfold: Jeff 
Jarrett, Plus; Ron Simmons, Kerry Von Erich, Rude-Roberts- 


Steamboat, 

March 1993 (Special Issue): 1992—The Year In Wrestling. 
1992 In Review, Achievement '92 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1993, 

April 1993: The Steiners; Everything You Always Wanted To 
Know About Wrestling’s Most Awesome Tag Team. 
Centerfold: Barry Windham. Plus: Bob Backlund, Sting-Muta, 
Hawk & Sasaki, Davey Boy Smith. 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Pius: Ron Simmons, Cactus Jack, Madusa- 
Sherri, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior, 

April 1995: WWF Title Turmoil. Centerfold: Sabu, Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Jim Comette, Diesel, Alundra Blayze, Dusty-Dustin, Chris 
Candido. 

June 1995 (Special Issue): The 1995 PW/ Poll. Centerfold: The 
Undertaker. Plus: Steiners, Sting, Cactus Jack, Jim Comaette, 
Bret Hart, Royal Rumble. 

duly 1995: Hulk Hogan: “I Can't Take It Anymore!" Centerfold: 
Bam Bam Bigelow. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, USWA blood, Yokozuna, 
Savage & Sheri, revitalize the WWF. 

April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: The Kid. 
Plus; Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob Armstrong, Michaels- 
Bret, Public Enerhy. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone Too Far! 
Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer-Raven, 
Dan Sevem, Ric Flair, Giant. 

July 1996: ls Shawn Michaels Leaving The WWF? Centerfold: 
Lex Luger, Plus: Goldust, Hulk Hogan, Giant, Ric Flair. 

August 1996 (Special Issue): WrestleMania XII. Centerfold: 
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The Glant’s Big: Time Mistakes % 
How Ahmed Led Rody to The NOD’ ) 


Sunny, Plus: Shawn Michaels, 1-2-3 Kid, Jimmy Hart, Sting-Fiair, 
Sandman & Hyatt, Steve Austin. 

September 1996: Kevin Nash—Great Expectations. 
Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: Roddy Piper, Jerry Lawler, 
Steiners-Road Warriors, Public Enemy. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Be Ruined 
By His Own Success? Centerfold: Goldust. Plus: Big Van 
Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 

November 1996; Giant-Michaels: The War To End All Wars. 
Centerfold: Dreamer, Beulah, Kimona. Plus: Sunny, Bret Hart, 
World Peace Festival, Yoshi Kwan. 

December 1996: The Truth Hurts: Hulk Hogan Is Right! 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Undertaker-Bearer-Mankind, 
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Sting, Anmed Johnson, Col. Parker. 

Winter 1996 (Special Issue): PW1 500. Centerfold: Shawn 
Michaels, 

January 1997: The NWO's Confidential Dream Roster, 
Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr, Plus: Marc Mero, Lord Steven Regal, 
Shawn Michaels, PG-13. 

February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels Stole My Life.” 
Centerfold: “Psycho” Sid. Plus: Kroffat & Furnas, Vince 
McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor & New Diesel, 

April 1997: How Winning The Title Saved Psycho Sid's 
Sanity. Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Jeff Jarrett, 
Unofficial/Officials, Chris Jericho. 

May 1997: March Madness. Centerfold: Benolt & Woman. Plus: 
Akira Hokuto, Roddy Piper, Goldust, Giant. 

dune 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 PW Poll. Centerfold: 
Ahmed Johnson. Plus: Bearer & Vader, Savio Vega, Piper- 
Hogan, Barely Legal!, Malenko-Dragon. 

July 1997: Steve Austin: Stone-Cold And Uncensored. 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Road Warriors, 
Nick Patrick, Eliminators, 

August 1997: (Special Issue): Supercards '97: WCW 
Uncensored, WWF WrestleMania Xiil, ECW Barely Legal. 
Centerfold: Dennis Rodman & Hulk Hogan vs, Lex Luger. Plus: 
Kimberly, Public Enemy, managers. 

September 1997: N-W-Over? Centerfold: Bret Hart. Pius; Piper 
& Flair, Terry Funk, WWF World title, Steve Austin. 

October 1997: Shawn Michaels: Is His Heart Still In The 
WWF? Centerfold: The Giant. Plus: Ultimo Dragon, Kevin Nash, 
Big Van Vader, ECW. 

November 1997; WWF-WCW Death Match: PWI'S Plan To 
Prevent Armageddon. Centerfold: Rob Van Dam. Plus: Debra & 
Jarrett, “Psycho” Sid, Giant & Page, Owen Hart, 

December 1997: Ken Shamrock's Deadly Climb To The Top. 
Centerfold: Savage & Elizabeth. Plus: Perry Satum, WWF light 
heavys, NWO & Bischoff, Eddy Guerrero. 

Heinen 1997 (Special Issue): PW! 500. Centeriok!: Dean 


puss 1998: Bagwell, Wright, & Jericho—The Aeal New 
World Order. Centerfold: Dude Love, Plus: The Giant, Shane 
Douglas, Shawn Michaels, Anmed Johnson. 

February 1998: Sting vs. Hogan—The Match Of The Century! 
Centerfold: Hogan vs. Sting fight poster. Pius; 16-page Stancade 
preview, Perry Satum, Dude Love. 
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By Dake. Lenker ° 


When he’s sitting around backstage at a WCW event, Bobby Eaton loves reading the latest 


sor in this column, Craig Peters, asked you to speak 

‘out. He wanted some information on you. Actually, 
not just some—a /ot of information. Now I’m asking for 
the'same thing. 

Every couple of years (we last did it in the May 1996 
| issue), we like to run a survey to find out exactly what 
sort of person reads PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. What 
wrestling Shows do you watch? What stories and fea- 
tures in the magazine do you enjoy most? What causes 
you to buy PWl—and what causes you to pass an issue 
by on the newsstand? What kinds of things would you 
like*to see more (and less) of? What changes would you 
make in the magazine if given the chance? 

Let us know by filling out 
the survey on the opposite 
page. Use the actual page 
or make a photocopy, and 
feel free to include as many 
additional comments as you 
wish on extra pages of 
paper. The-whole point of 
this survey is for us to get 
feedback from you. Be- 
cause if we don’t know what 
you want in the pages of 
this magazine, how can we 
possibly give it to you? So 
speak up—and let us know! 

You'll see on the survey 
that there’s a spot for your 
name and address. If you 
like, you can remain anony- 
mous. What we’re most 
interested in is honest feed- 
back, both negative and 
positive. 

As our thanks to you 
for sending back this sur- 
vey, 25 people will be 
selected at random to 
receive a free copy of the 
4) 1998 Wrestling Almanac 

And Book Of Facts! So fill 
out the survey and send it in 
as soon as possible. You'll 
be helping to make PW/ the 
kind of magazine you want 


Yen it was two long years ago that my predeces- 


issue of PWI. We're trying out to find out as much as we can about others who read the maga- tO read. 


zine. We need your help. 
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Thanks for your input. 


YOU ARE:[) Male [| Female 


YOUR AGE: [J under 10 
() 20-25 


fJ11-13 (14-16 [17-19 
26-30 (131-40 [jover 40 


HOW MANY WRESTLING MAGAZINES A MONTH 
DO YOU BUY? [jone [two [jthree {) more than three 


HOW DID YOU GET THIS COPY OF PWI? 
(_Jnewsstand [_] subscription 


WHAT WRESTLING PROGRAMS DO YOU WATCH 
REGULARLY? 


L] WCW Main Event (_) WCW Worldwide 

LJ] WCW Monday Nitro (_] WWF Live Wire 

| WCW Pro (_| WWF Raw 

L) WCW Saturday Night () WWF Superstars 

C] Thunder (] ECW’s weekly show 


[lothen(specity = ae SS) 


WHICH FEDERATION IS YOUR FAVORITE? 


Cc) WCW (_] All-Japan 
CL] WWF () New Japan 
OJ ECW (_) other (specify: ) 


HOW MANY PAY-PER-VIEW CARDS HAVE YOU 
PURCHASED IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS? 

[Jnone [Jone [}two [| three (_] four 

(five [six [) more than six 


HOW MANY LIVE WRESTLING CARDS HAVE 

YOU ATTENDED IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS? 
Cinone [Jone [jtwo [three [four 
[\five [)six [) more than six 


OTHER THAN LIVE WRESTLING SHOWS AND PAY-PER- 
VIEWS, HOW MUCH MONEY DID YOU SPEND ON 
WRESTLING MERCHANDISE IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS? 
{_] none (_] $0-$20 {_] $20-$30 
(1 $40-$60 ()$60-$100 [| more than $100 


HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU PURCHASED SOME- 
THING (WRESTLING OR NON-WRESTLING RELATED) 
BY MAIL ORDER IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS? 

[}none [Jone [|two [|three [] four 

Cifive ([jsix (more than six 


DO YOU OWN OR HAVE ACCESS 
TO ACOMPUTER? [jlyes [jno 


IF SO, WHICH SYSTEM? 
(J IBM-compatible _] Macintosh 


DO YOU HAVE CD-ROM CAPABILITY? [jyes ([j)no 


DO YOU SUBSCRIBE TO AN ON-LINE SERVICE? 
flyes (Jno 


IF SO, WHICH ONE(s)? 
{-) America Online 
1 Prodigy 
J other (specify: ) 


HAVE YOU EVER VISITED THE PWI ON-LINE 
FOLDERS ON AOL OR PRODIGY? 
Clyes [ino 


DO YOU VISIT WRESTLING WEB SITES ON A 
REGULAS BASIS? 
Liyes [Ljno 


IF SO, WHICH ONE(s)? 


WHAT OTHER MAGAZINES (WRESTLING AND 
NON-WRESTLING) DO YOU READ REGULARLY? 


WHAT DO YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED? 


WHAT WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO CHANGE ABOUT 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED? 


DO YOU OWN A MAJOR CREDIT CARD? 
Clyes nol] 


WHAT IS YOUR HOUSEHOLD INCOME? 
(_jless than $10,000 [) $10,0000-$19,999 [ $20,000-$29,999 
{] $30,000-$39,999 {) $40,000-$40,999 [7] $50,000-$59,999 
(_) $60,000-$69,999 [j more than $75,000 


YOUR NAME: 


ADDRESS: 
CITY: STATE:___ ZIP: 


E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable) 


THANKS AGAIN FOR YOUR INPUT! 


MAIL YOUR COMPLETED SURVEY TO: 
PWI READER SURVEY © 
g° London Publishing 
ox 1148 
Fort Washington, PA 19034 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Brandi Man- 
kiewicz herself. They do not neces- 
sarily reflect the editorial views of 
this magazine.) 


TIDE YOUR DAUGHTERS 
and cover your ears. 
Mike Tyson is becoming 


a professional wrestler. In a bla- 
tantly desperate attempt for main- 
stream publicity, Vinnie Mac 
hooked up with Don King (imag- 
ine that meeting—one table for 
them, one for their egos) and 
sealed the deal. 

Vinnie has Steve Austin to thank 
for all this. While he was visibly 
upset with Austin for the impromp- 
tu confrontation with Iron Mike, he 
had to be secretly counting the cash 
while attempting those sissy kicks 
to Austin’s bald melon. Vinnie 
proves again that with his back 
against the wall, he can still pull an 
ear-biting rabbit out of his hat. 
Let’s just hope that Tyson doesn’t 
decide to make this his full-time 
career. Because if he did, you just 
know that sooner or later, he’d take 
a bite out of somebody in the WWF. 

Me? I prefer ear nibbles. For I 
am your champion. 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Brandi’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Or send e-mail to: 
TopRopePWI@aol.com 


Dear Brandi: 

I recently purchased the PWI year- 
end issue. When I read the year-end 
awards, I have to say that I was dis- 
gusted! Wrestler of the Year ... Lex 
Luger?! Why not Hogan? At least he 
beats Luger by one move. 

MIKE WALKER 
East Bridgewater, MA 
Mike: 

My policy is not to respond to 
these types of letters, but I feel must 
give my opinion here. Lex Luger is a 
product of short-sighted fans who 
can’t remember beyond the last 
Nitro. At one point in his life, I would 
have considered Luger a vertebrate. 


But he has turned so many times that 
I question his character and resolve. 
Five days as WCW World champion 
does not a Wrestler of the Year 
make, but the toady fans felt com- 
pelled to vote for him. Not to worry. 
He’ll break their hearts again. When 
he considers it fashionable, he’ll turn 
to rulebreaking again. 


Dear Brandi: 

I think it is time that WCW author- 
ities took a long, hard look at their 
pay-per-view offerings during 1997. 
Their last—and in my opinion their 
weakest—offering was Starrcade, fea- 
turing the Sting-Hogan confrontation. 
It is time Mr. Turner allows WCW to 
adopt a more hardcore attitude if they 
are going to alleviate the boredom that 
has engulfed the federation. 

GIOVANNI GULLI 
Sydney, Australia 
Dear Giovanni: 

What did you expect, genius? 
Hogan wrestled sporadically for the 
past year (as well as the past 10 or 
so, but who’s counting?). In fact, 
even when he did, he lost to some 
real weak competitors, like that for- 
gettable Rougeau brother. Sting was 
inactive for more than a year and 
spent most of his time hanging out 
with the bats and dust in arena 


If you expected a great match between Hulk Hogan and Sting at Starrcade, you were 
expecting too much. At the very least we got a match riddled with controversy. 


rafters everywhere. If you were 
expecting Thesz-O’Connor, then 
you should have saved your hard- 
earned cash. Anyone who makes 
Hogan look like an active wrestler 
has to look at their schedule over the 
past year. Let’s see, no matches. No 
talking. No nothing. 

Pouting and bat-wielding appar- 
ently carries clout with the Exec- 
utive Committee. As far as the solu- 
tion being a more hardcore style ... 
hmmm. ECW’s pay-per-views bare- 
ly register, while WCW’s get great 
buy rates. WCW wrestlers are 
superstars, while ECW has a collec- 


The “Hell In A Cell” match between Shawn Michaels and The Undertaker (above left) 


tion of guys who wrestle by night 
and, by day say, “Would you like a 
lid on that?” Please. 


Dear Brandi: 

I’d suggest you all go back and 
review the Match of the Year category 
again. Bret-Austin was a great match, 
but “Hell In A Cell” with HBK- 
Undertaker was the obvious Match of 
the Year. “Hell In A Cell” was revolu- 
tionary, not just a cage match, but a 
cell match in which the two superstars 
took the structure to its limits. 

SCOTTY FOWLER 
fowlman@compuserve.com 
Scotty: 

Beam this! “Hell In A Cell” was a 
cage match with a catchy name and a 
roof. Just because they climbed on 
top and fell off does not make it any 
less of a cage. “Yawn” Michaels 
proved that he could absorb punish- 
ment better than anyone. But being a 
good defensive wrestler is a nice way 
of saying that you’re good at getting 
your butt kicked. Being manhandled 
by ’Taker, who is more worried 
about Peter, Bobby, or whatever his 
name is, should bring embarrass- 
ment, not accolades. Michaels flipped 


was brutal, but mostly because it was just an unusual cage match. The Steve Austin- 
Bret Hart match at WrestleMania XIII (above) was just plain brutal. 


and flopped about the ring and had 
to be saved in the end. But why 
should we be punished by going back 
and recounting all those votes when it 
was your feeble-minded comrades 
who voted for Bret-Austin in the first 
place? Hey, it’s the thousands of fans 
who voted for that WrestleMania 
match who are to blame. 


Dear Brandi, 

Just a couple of points: 

1. Could WCW get someone else 
besides that horrible Lee Marshall to 
do play-by-play? 

2. How sad is it that Mike Tenay 
can’t even pronounce “Voodoo Chile” 
right? (He pronounced Chile as 
“chili”). Oh, well ... there’s still ECW. 

CHRIS SZACHACZ 
Alverne, NY 
Chris: 

1. Lee Marshall has embarrassing 
pictures of somebody. Since the live- 
action sequel to Super Mario 
Brothers fell through, Lee needed a 
gig. I guess he got tired of always 
being in the city where Nitro wasn’t. 
Now every week we can hear his 
antiquated 1980s style of color com- 
mentary. And those weasel jokes? 
Stop it, Lee! My side! 

2. Tenay borrowed the embar- 
rassing pics from Lee. Don’t get me 
wrong. Good color guy with an 
incredible knowledge of every 
Lucha move known to man, but not 
my pick for the main announcer. If I 
wanted to hear a nasally whine, I’d 
listen to Apter’s Jerry Lewis imita- 
tion all day. 


Dear Brandi: 

I have an idea about the Royal 
Rumble match itself. I think that the 
last person eliminated should get a 
European title shot at WrestleMania, 
and the second-to-last person eliminat- 
ed should get an Intercontinental title 


’ shot on the same card. Of course, the 


winner would get a WWF World title 
shot. What do you think? 
Darkmonk12@aol.com 
Dear Dark: 
I think that is a bad idea. You are 
forcing wrestling promoters to apply 
basic matchmaking skills. O 
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ww@ 
WRESTLING’S 50 HOTTEST 
QUESTIONS ANSWERED! 


1. WHO IS, POUND-FOR-POUND, THE 
BEST WRESTLER IN THE WORLD? 


Th 


EdGY Guerrero? oc side anicto sae cles sete ore es 18% (13%) 
Shawn Michaels). 3c oC. cee wteests. baclcn 15% (16%) 
Dean Malenko vicck oe vaca sacceete st 14% (6%) 
REY Misterio TP wipe since ce eek ws elses yas 12% (17%) 
BRECON. sche & olens be telacnlt Hate wloletibcean 9% (12%) 
CETAS FOTICRO*. Saree se esa talelone a0 etnies 7% (0%) 
Ultimo: Diagonens stan poets tae cet see 5% (2%) 
OMOTSET. Ris vO ree cee erate cnletonie 20% (16%) 


t 221 pounds, Eddy Guerrero is one of the most effective 

wrestlers in the world. Now, according to our pollsters, 
he’s the best, pound-for-pound. Last year, we mentioned that 
140-pound Rey Misterio Jr., who had won in this category 
two years in a row, would be tough to knock off, but Misterio 
dipped to a surprising fourth—the results were tallied before 
Misterio lost the WCW cruiserweight title to Chris Jericho— 
while WWF World champion Shawn Michaels nailed down 
the number-two spot for the second year in a row. Michaels, 
by the way, weighs only 13 pounds more than. Guerrero 
and is far more accomplished, having won the WWF 
World, Intercontinental, European, and World tag team 
titles. Again, as we mentioned last year, Guerrero is 
perceived as being smaller than he really is, which 
might have led to his increased support. Guerrero # 
wrestles like a small man. He also kept himself in § 
the news all year via feuds with Dean Malenko and © 
Misterio and problems with other members of the § 
Guerrero family. Votes for others included three 
percent support for ECW TV champ Taz. 


18 & PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED & 


CLOSER LOOK. That's what we're seeking every year in what has become one of our most popular features: our 
“PWI Poll.” What do the people who really know this sport think about this sport? In the 1998 “PWI Poll,” we again 
used 50 questions to get our answers. 
Back in December, PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED mailed out 171 ballots (up 11 from last year). The ballots were sent to 
a cross-section of the sport’s champions, contenders, and preliminary wrestlers; managers and referees; commissioners 
and presidents; promoters and matchmakers; journalists, TV announcers, and photographers; and anybody else “inside” 
the sport. Just like in previous years, they were asked to answer 50 questions pertaining to wrestling and the people within 
it. The answers provide a unique and important perspective on the sport. Numerous questions were repeated from last 
year, while quite a few are new. 
The poll was again split into two parts. Part I consists of general and specific questions about the sport. Part II is our 
“Best Of The Best,” in which insiders voted on who has the best of various finishing holds and maneuvers. Where applica- 
ble, numbers in parentheses reflect last year’s results. 


2. IF YOU COULD WATCH THE MATCHES OF ONLY ONE WRESTLER, 
WHOM WOULD YOU CHOOSE? 


REV VUESLOTIO: IIe js svaetacricie erst cielo ferersVeiviy pie sete sieiseaieiereis 5,0 28% (16%) 
RY TTC Pd (077d Ditton see OES See hans VO CSOT OCT RDENOC 20% (22%) 
SEDI ap ieia’s wiles sia\s sp oxi wie paver eetietenclertesatca apbreraiaretanave. Wate 19% (20%) 
WOOO. writsie ois (¢asaia usine oe eiaie oun arotaw 8 Siar oA Seon 11% (0%) 
EE VE A USTAIB Sels\atove-ate Creiaiete ral sha aisteeaTaate Merce piatarnieseitiec=eva.é) at 6% (15%) 
OT ear OER SALI ECT CME SATA. aicn 10 aPear cian mae e 16% (16%) 


lways one of our favorite categories, this question brings out the best in 

wrestling because it focuses on the creative, the sensational, the athletically 
gifted. And is there any wrestler more athletically gifted than the high-flying 
Rey Misterio Jr., who thrills fans in WCW and Mexico? Misterio overcame last 
year’s knee injury and resumed his daredevil, bodyflipping style that makes you 
ask, “Why can’t there be more 
wrestlers like him?” Shawn 
Michaels, last year’s winner, 
wrestles with daring and inten- 
sity and is a pretty colorful fig- 
ure before and after his match- 
es, too. Sabu, who won two 
years ago, is still wrestling in 
ECW these days and still tak- 
ing too many risks. Bruises and 
burns (and even a broken jaw) 
haven’t stopped Sabu. And 
Ultimo Dragon, at 170 pounds 
not including the mask, has 
become a thrilling force in = 
WCW. Rey Misterio Jr. vs. Psicosis 
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3. IF YOU COULD WATCH THE 4. WHO WOULD WIN 

MATCHES OF ONLY ONE TAG TEAM, | A MATCH BETWEEN 

WHICH WOULD YOU CHOOSE? SHAWN MICHAELS 
ypical answer from AND STING? 


one of our pollsters: Rick & Scott Steiner ...... 32% (28%) 
“How many regular tag The Road Warriors ........15% (17%) Shawn Michaels .......+.-.-++.52% 
teams are there these The Midnight Express ......12% (14%) SHAG Ge cejis «ld hws oats IOS 
days? Not many. After Scott Hall & Kevin Nash ...... 8% (2%) . 
the Steiners, Hall and The Rock’n’ Roll Express ....5% (2%) hese days, there aren’t too many high- 
Nash, Harlem Heat, and The Hart Foundation ........4% (5%) profile matchups where you can say, 


The Road Warriors, Harlem Heat ...............3% (1%) “Tt’s never happened.” But Sting vs. Shawn 
there aren't too many Ofhers..................-21% (16%) Michaels has never happened. Michaels has 
outstanding steady pair- never wrestled in WCW. Sting has never 
ings.” This question, like the previous one, has always been worded so wrestled in the WWF. Last year, Michaels 
that respondents could choose either a current tag team or a tag team of | defeated Hulk Hogan in our fantasy matchup. 
the past. This year, like last year, our respondents chose several old- This year, Michaels, the WWF World cham- 
time tag teams, such as The Midnight Express and The Hart pion, won again by a slim margin over Sting, 
Foundation. But there was,increased support for the Steiners, who are who picked up a lot of votes after his recent 
trying to overcome internal differences, Scott Hall and Kevin Nash, and impressive performances against Hogan. By 
Harlem Heat, which also might have some internal problems to deal the way, just before press time, our 1995 
with soon. Votes for others included Public Enemy, PG-13, Masa dream matchup of Bret Hart vs. Ric Flair 
Chono and Keiji Muto, and several tag teams from the past, including happened for the first time in WCW. Hart 
The Freebirds, Von Erichs, and The Midnight Rockers. won by submission at Souled Out. 


J. WHICH NORTH AMERICAN 
FEDERATION HAS THE HIGHEST 
QUALITY WRESTLING? 


WCW 3... melting) Ss 0 gateren Alva & CPTI AT GO) 
CVU he piateinc om the ur aus ate eee eee +++ 36% (37%) 
BOW ns ariyase + vie aie Vw tte eM ERK a gfe) 0 (LOTe) 


CW won for the sixth consecutive year and 

increased its margin over both the WWF and ECW 
while gaining an overwhelming majority of the votes. 
Support for the WWF slipped as many of its top 
wrestlers—most notably Bret Hart—defected to WCW. 
Surprisingly, ECW’s support slipped, even though over 
the past year it held its first three pay-per-view events. 
“But those shows were mostly about violence, not 
wrestling,” wrote one of our respondents. This question 
focuses on quality of wrestling, not TV, glitz, glamour, or 
arena lighting. In other words, we didn’t care about the 
Nitro girls, Mike Tenay’s commentary, and Vince 
McMahon’s tuxedos. At press time, five of the wrestlers 
in the top 10 were from WCW, four were from the WWF, 
and one was from ECW. So maybe the gap between the 
WCW and the WWF isn’t as wide as our respondents per- 
ceived it to be. Luger vs. Hennig: a quality WCW match 
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6. WHICH IS THE PREMIER FEDERATION 
IN NORTH AMERICA? 


WOW Sac en at Rae ae 61% (60%) 
WWE .......05. ig eee bee vewessne «035% (37%) 
HOW: cites ioe areeee vee GEYSER pees Io (3%) 


A Giant choke-slam in WCW Undertaker vs. Michaels 


he question refers to the both the 

overall package and public percep- 
tion. WCW continues to rule by a large 
margin. Nitro has. scored resounding 
Monday night ratings victories over Raw 
despite the WWF’s constant repackaging 
and time-slot shuffling. Thunder, the new 
Thursday night show, figures to increase 
WCW’s dominance. WCW constantly 
scores pay-per-view ratings victories over 
the WWF. The New World Order contro- 
versy, which has raged for nearly two 
years, has fascinated fans and added to 
the intrigue in WCW. And WCW contin- 
ues to present an ever-changing tapestry. 
There’s controversy in the NWO. The 
NWO vs. WCW battle. Bret Hart vs. Ric 
Flair in a battle of all-time great mat 
wrestlers. Hulk Hogan vs. Sting. NWO 
vs. NWO. A growing and improving 
cruiserweight pool. “WCW has some- 
thing for everyone,” wrote one respon- 
dent. “Sure, the tag team pool has become 
depleted, but there’s so much going on 
that the average Nitro seems to fly by.” 
As for the WWF, after Shawn Michaels, 
Steve Austin, Owen Hart, and The 
Undertaker, its roster lacks individuals 
with world appeal. ECW got little support 
this year, even though it had a few solid 
pay-per-view efforts. Many ECW fans are 
now finding ECW-type action in WCW. 


7. WOULD YOU DESCRIBE WRESTLING’S 
IMMEDIATE FUTURE AS HOPELESS, CLOUDY, 
STATUS QUO, PROMISING, OR SHINING? 


PE EOTIUESED De Ws os ca tudes yd dase; ibe IaEN oT asar siete at where AIT 41% (42%) 
SHINING s6. cs ce ees Mare te ORIN eT. Latha 37% (16%) 
SHUG QUO ene aie yo wick a aoe tia ser le ate een a Taate ee 19% (25%) 
QIOUTE Noted et wide Gay Oats altala eens a onislaaetatarcicloiacerate Gt 3% (17%) 
PRED A CE IIOES TOTES TRENTINO EEE CR oe eee Ln ere 0% (0%) 


Be the bad news: Support for promising has decreased from last year. Now 
the really good news: Support for shining increased dramatically. And, as one 
respondent pointed out, “The status quo isn’t bad at all. Wrestling is in really good 
shape right now. If it remains the way it is, that would be fine. I mean, look at the 
ratings numbers for Raw and Nitro. They keep going higher and higher. If things 
level out, that would still be great for our sport, but I think things will keep getting 


8. WHO REALLY 
RULES MONDAY 
NIGHTS? 


Ge ... going ... gone? Two 
years ago, WCW had a slight 
edge over the WWF. Last year, 
the edge grew. Now it’s over- 
whelming: Nitro has scored a 
crushing victory over Raw in the 
ratings and in the opinions of our 
insiders. Controversy, huge 
crowds, and title changes. Nitro 
girls, too. It’s been a formula for 
WCW success. But again, the 
WWF’s Monday night numbers 
are still quite good. 


better.” Attendance is up. The Sting-Hogan feud has drawn more attention to 


wrestling. There’s more wrestling on TV than ever before. T-shirt and merchan- 
dise sales are better than ever. And the combined promising/shining score was 78 


percent, giving the optimists a clear edge over the pessimists. 


WCW .........84% (63%) 
WWE .........16% (33%) 
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Is Hogan going back? 


9, WILL HULK HOGAN RETURN TO THE WWF 
DURING THE NEXT YEAR? 4.;..0.........s1% 


shocking answer to this throw-in question. 

There have been a lot of rumors about 
Hogan returning to the WWF, the federation where he made his fame, and many of 
our insiders felt that a Hogan return is a natural. “Put it this way, over the next year, 
McMahon’s going to get desperate,” one insider said. “He’s going to start throwing 
all kinds of money around, maybe more money than any wrestler has ever seen, 
and Hogan’s going to find it irresistible. Besides, Hogan’s getting mad. He felt he 
was robbed at Starrcade, and he was. I think he’d like to go back to his roots, 
reclaim the support of the fans, and go out in a blaze of glory and cheers.” 


10. WHO IS WRESTLING’S 
SEXIEST WOMAN? 


Nee has retained her 
place in the hearts 
and eyes of the nation’s 
girl-watchers. Beautiful, 
smart, and powerful, 
Sunny is one of the best 
reasons to watch the WWF, 
even if she does only appear 
occasionally as a guest ring 
announcer. Although her 
support declined from last 
year, support for Kimberly 
declined, too, while support 
for the beautiful—and daring- 
ly dressed—Sable increased. 
“Sable is a beautiful woman. 
Sunny is a beautiful wo- 
man,” wrote one insider. 
“Kimberly is a beautiful 
woman. But you know 
what? I liked her better 
before we knew she was 
married to Dallas Page.” 
Chyna gained support 
this year, while Debra 


McMichael lost all Sexy Sunny 
hers. Not much sup- 

port for Marlena or 

Jacquelyn, either. 

MURTY ori sisx-oelpie wlas SROSR aa ew Se ala a pees etre 28% (32%) 
SDT E as ara. abera; he raat sushe stb gates atete pee este miatare etches 24% (2%) 
Bauinber ly) wc 55..iv zine OR le ee iain Sere areca -22% (36%) 
Beulah McGillicutty ....... 0000 ccc eecceseees 12% (6%) 
RQRCIRG hina ave icc oe eee eee sini wads Bkte aroe Gieeers 6% (5%) 
CRYNA a ars cjoxcsn ean eee as re ive Sore see e DT (0%) 
OURS a oicd east rele Baad us bee Pir aer eas 3% (5%) 
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Mike Tenay........... seeeees 27% (19%) 
Tony Schiavone ..... bee 19% (10%) 
JUNE ROSS sania vie neice seis neh LAO OOO) 
Larry Zbyszko...... fisld-areol 9 a/b wore 90/(090) 
WORY SIVIES Vat steaaie Ge este os . ++ 9% (16%) 
Serry Lawler seis. 5+.s-<isie ae sees + 8% (18%) 
Bobby Heenan ..........2455 «++ 7% (9%) 
OS I acd 0)s% ool gipists. zie) 3 ee sive 8 W470 (O90) 


11. WHO IS THE BEST 
TELEVISION COMMENTATOR 
IN WRESTLING? 


s additional proof of 

WCW’s dominance 
over the WWE in 1997, 
WCW commentator Mike 
Tenay displaced long-time 
standout Jim Ross. Tenay is 
one of the best reasons to 
watch Nitro and one of the 
few remaining commenta- 
tors who has managed to 
remain reasonably (al- 
though not totally) unbi- 
ased. Tenay knows all the 
moves, knows the wrestlers 
and their tendencies (especially those from Mexico 
and Japan), and provides insightful, intelligent, low- 
key analysis. Tony Schiavone gained support, 
though some respondents claimed he was a bit too 
biased agaist the NWO. Jim Ross, who has been a 
superstar of TV commentary for more than a 
decade, remains one of the best reasons to watch 
WWF broadcasts. As for the others, Larry Zbyszko 
has wrestled on behalf of WCW against the NWO, 
Joey Styles adds color to already colorful ECW 
broadcasts, while Jerry Lawler and Bobby Heenan 
are unabashed supporters of their point of view. 


Mike Tenay 


12. WOULD YOU DESCRIBE MAINSTREAM 
MEDIA COVERAGE OF WRESTLING AS 
POOR, MEDIOCRE, GOOD, OR EXCELLENT? 


[ a year during which WCW showed 
increased presence in the cable TV mar- 
ket, the NWO made an impact on wres- 
tling around the world, and the USA 
Network and TNT/TBS continued their ratings battle, for the most part the only 
times the mainstream media appeared interested in wrestling were when Brian 
Pillman died, when the NWO signed Dennis Rodman, and when the WWF 
announced Mike Tyson as a participant at WrestleMania XIV. Even the 
increased presence of NFL players on WCW cards didn’t bring out the main- 
stream media all that much. “The media is missing a big story,” said a respon- 
dent. “They’re also ignoring the interests of a lot of their viewers and readers.” 


ROOT SacoNareseeis/ 81% (92%) 
Mediocre ....... 19% (8%) 


ET wants to talk to 
“Hollywood” 


13. WOULD YOU GAUGE THE GENERAL 
PUBLIC’S PERCEPTION OF WRESTLING AS 
POOR, MEDIOCRE, GOOD, OR EXCELLENT? 


he “good” and “excellent” vote 


increased to 42 percent from last Mediocre.......... I3To (34%) 
year’s 33 percent, a good sign for G00d............. 32% (28%) 
wrestling. “Mediocre” and “poor” both PO0r .......++..+. 25% (33%) 
lost ground. “People are watching xeellent........... 10% (5%) 


Monday night wrestling more than 

ever before,” wrote one respondent. “It’s almost becoming the new Monday 
Night Football. Okay, not quite, but people are working their schedules around 
the Monday night wrestling programs.” Wrote another respondent: “Maybe this 
doesn’t mean anything, although I think it does, but I’ve seen more people over 
the last year wearing NWO T-shirts than I’ve seen people wearing wrestling T- 
shirts since the mid-1980s. Wrestling is very cool again.” 


14. WHO IS THE 
MOST INFLUENTIAL 
MAN IN WRESTLING? 


Eric Bischoff ...... 40% (34%) 
Vince McMahon ...31% (26%) 
Hulk Hogan ..... « 20% (31%) 
Paul E. Dangerously . .5% (0%) 
Oflker sia ihe 4% (0%) 


espite the best efforts of WCW 

Executive Committee Chairman 
J.J. Dillon, despite Larry Zbyszko’s 
victory over Eric Bischoff to retain 
control of Nitro for WCW, despite the 
seeming controversy within the NWO, 
Eric Bischoff has become more power- 
ful than ever, according to our respon- 
dents. He won for the second consecu- 
tive year and increased his margin of 
victory. Can it be that the NWO has 
become larger than WCW, even 
though the NWO is ostensibly part of 
WCW? Apparently so. There was a 
time not too long ago when Vince 
McMahon was undoubtedly the most 
influential man in wrestling. But 
although McMahon remains more 
powerful than WCW owner Ted 
Turner—who received only a handful 
of votes—he is merely the head of the 
second most powerful federation in the 
world. Decreasing support for Hulk 
Hogan, who remains the most influen- 
tial wrestler in the world, and 
increased support for Paul E. Dan- 
gerously (Paul Heyman), who’s ran- 
ning the show in ECW. 


Eric Bischoff 
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15, WHICH IS THE BEST WEEKLY 
WRESTLING SHOW ON TV? 


WCW Monday:Nuro. oii... ewes, vhivls cence oe IO 
WWERQW! 5 cisyo0.s-a) esis s12:056 a anise ROR eye ed 
WCW Dittnder: so. son ses teats Fiele via aie seme dO 
ECW’s weekly show ........s0.000005 Be ++ 6% 


OTRGCFS Finis etree bina bis Ries Sestiewe cite Abc Sierdg viesoe TOM) 


t simply follows that if WCW has become the most power- 

ful federation on the strength of Nitro, then Nitro is the best 
wrestling show on TV. And it’s free ... at least to basic cable 
subscribers. Ten years ago, the idea of Nitro would have been 
revolutionary: three hours of live wrestling every Monday 
night featuring Hulk Hogan, Bret Hart, Sting, Kevin Nash, 
Scott Hall, Ric Flair, and others. Nitro remains the program 
by which all others are judged. Raw finished a distant second, 
probably because of the WWF's depleted talent roster. Late 
support for Thunder, which might have beaten out Raw if it 
had debuted a month earlier, when the votes started coming 
in. ECW’s weekly cable show remains worth watching, if you 
can get past the commercials and endless ECW promotions. 


16. WHICH IS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT CHAMPIONSHIP 
IN NORTH AMERICA? 


WCW World ........0++++-:. «2+ 59% (46%) 
WWIOWOHA: Sioviccise consneas sis 41% (54%) 


Or again, only two titles were mentioned by our 
respondents. But this year the WCW World 
heavyweight title beat out the WWF World heavy- 
weight title by a significant margin. This question has 
nothing to do with the quality of the federations. It has 
to do with the quality of the champions and the com- 
petition they faced. The WWF has had Shawn 
Michaels on top for a while now, but he hasn’t faced a 
lot of top competition. Although Hulk Hogan was on 
top of WCW for most of the year and didn’t defend 
the belt frequently, he did go up against The Giant, 
Lex Luger, and Sting. And it seems as if the WCW 
World title has become more coveted among the 
wrestlers themselves. 


17. IS WRESTLING BETTER 
OR WORSE THAN IT WAS FIVE 
YEARS AGO? 


Beher seine action widlathanete seveeesces 94% (81%) 
WOFrs6sn 6 aeten uviacs en heels ee wen eee pren OVO Sar) 


ys our poll this year does paint a rosy picture for the 
sport. According to our respondents, there’s no doubt that 
the wrestling of today is better than the wrestling of 1993. 
Remember 1993? That’s when Vince McMahon was indicted 
on charges of possession of steroids and conspiracy to distrib- 
ute. Sid Vicious and Arn Anderson ended up in a hotel room 
brawl. WCW was lagging far behind the WWF, which had 
taken off with Raw. “I guess you could say that the WWF and 
WCW have switched places, but I’d still say WCW is better 
off now than the WWF was five years ago, and I'd say the 
WWFE is better off now than WCW was five years ago. The 
point is that more people are watching, more people are enjoy- 
ing, the athletes are better than ever, the TV production is at an 
all-time high, and when you watch TV shows these days, you 
see packed houses. And not only packed houses, but excited 
fans. They’re not just sitting there.” Wrote one of the pes- 
simists: “Wrestling’s biggest problem is the lack of strong 
independents. There are only a few these days, whereas five 
years ago there were four or five. It’s an important problem 
that shouldn’t be overlooked, but often is. Don’t forget: The 
independents still represent the future of wrestling.” 
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Juventud has improved wrestling 


18. WHO IS THE MOST 
UNDERRATED WRESTLER 
IN THE WORLD? 


CRIS Terith oo. sahara eek v's os 16% (0%) 
Rocky Maivia...... aerate Rate 15% (0%) 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley .....14% (6%) 
DiscoInferno ..........04 11% (2%) 
Taka Michinoku ........ «++ 9% (0%) 
OTCTS essa iste 9 Taare de 35% (36%) 


his year, more than 30 wrestlers received 

votes in this category, and for the second 
straight year, there was no clear-cut winner, 
There were, however, a lot of new entries at 
the top. WCW cruiserweight champion Chris 
Jericho has been wrestling since 1991, but 
only over the past year has he made a name for 


himself. He won by a slight margin over WWE | 


Intercontinental champion Rocky Maivia, who 
had a huge year and is currently battling for 
control of The Nation of Domination. Like 
Jericho, Maivia received no votes last year. 
WWFE star Hunter Hearst Helmsley isn’t all 
talk, according to our respondents. Disco 


proved that he is more than a dancing ma- 
chine. He can wrestle, too. Taka Michinoku 
won the WWE light heavyweight champion 
and is a name to watch. Votes for others 


included Eddy Guerrero, Booker T, Taz, Rob | 


Van Dam, and Mare Mero. 


Chris Jericho 


/ matches in 1997 and beat 
) Hulk Hogan—last year’s 


) finishes twice. Curt Hennig 
| decided to: join the NWO 
) after joining The Four 
| Horsemen and lost the U.S. 
| title to “Diamond” Dallas 
| Page. Steve Austin, who 


| than his technical wrestling 
) skills now, forfeited the 
| WWE Intercontinental title 
) to Rocky Maivia. As for 


) wrote one respondent. 
Inferno won the WCW TY title twice and 
/ much respect when he 


i Starrcade performance, one 
) insider wrote, “He lost. It 


19. WHO IS THE MOST OVERRATED 


; WRESTLER IN THE WORLD? 


hocking results from 


1 ihe number-one to (oneeneeennnene 29% (0%) 
| number-three spots, con- Curt Hennig .......... 24% (0%) 
| sidering that Sting, Curt Steve Austin .......... 15% (0%) 

\ Hennig, and Steve Austin IROUNAWS ycink ele olen oe 9% (0%) 
’ are three of the best-known Lex Luger Cee wed bee wedge (8%) 
wrestlers in the world, But The Sandman .......... 6% (0%) 

i Sting wrestled only three Omens. rns sa ta ne eae 10% (15%) 


winner—in controversial 


relies more on brawling 


Sting: “He didn’t wrestle,” 
“Why was he getting so 
didn’t wrestle?” As for his 


was clear. After all the 
buildup, he lost!” 


ng vs. Hogan 
| 20. WHO IS WRESTLING’S WILDEST 
| DAREDEVIL? 


HDMI sata ats Cslecies 28% (22%) 

at do Sabu and Rey Misterio Jr. ........ 26% (33%) 

Rey Misterio Jr., COCHISE FAR itvia icv nw seiraks 18% (2%) 

) last year’s winner, have Shawn Michaels .......... 11% (5%) 
a chegommnon? Well, they Rob Van Dam ...........+- 7% (1%) 
| both fly through the air (OF Cae gear eae Oe PIE 10% (5%) 


) with the greatest of 
| ease and they don’t care where they land. Or what they land on. The 


floor. A table. Their opponent. It doesn’t matter. Misterio and Sabu 


| have never heard of weighing risk against consequences. They just do it 
; with a devil-may-care attitude that thrills fans ... and results in more 


than a few bumps and bruises. Sabu also isn’t afraid of fire. Cactus 


| Jack—or Dude Love or Mankind—is, according to one of our insiders, 
) “the craziest of the crazy.” Shawn Michaels overcomes injuries, risks 


greater injury, and keeps stepping into the ring. Rob Van Dam takes a 


» chance every time he shoots off his big mouth, 
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66 ents Steve 

Austin is stone- 
cold tough, stone-cold 
fearless, and stone-cold 
dangerous. “Any man 
who drives a truck to the 
ring has to have some- 
thing strange going on in 


Steve Austin 


21. WHO IS WRESTLING’S 
BEST BRAWLER? 


Steve Austin .........++ 33% (1%) 
Cactus Jack ...........22% (9%) 
“Diamond” Dallas Page. .18% (0%) 


Bill Goldberg ........ . 12% (0%) 
New Jack ........ .-----6% (0%) 
OMMETS Faris sce oka staiste shy sce 9% (5%) 


his mind,” wrote a respondent. “He really showed a dangerous 
side in 1997 that he hadn’t shown before.” Cactus Jack—also 
known as Dude Love, also known as Mankind—has been one of 
the most dangerous brawlers in wrestling for the past 10 years. He 
is a specialist at falls-count-anywhere matches. “Diamond” Dallas 
Page brawled his way to the WCW USS. title. Bill Goldberg has 
become a big new name in WCW ... despite his ordinary name. 
New Jack, formerly one of The Gangstas, is now teaming with 
John Kronus in ECW. He always brings a garbage can full of 
weapons to the ring with him. 


22. WHAT PROFESSIONAL ATHLETE 
FROM ANOTHER SPORT SHOULD PURSUE 
A FULL-TIME CAREER AS A WRESTLER? 


DCITLIS ROUTE Vu xr ohana te care :e Sie a hsnssoinid ea s-e 0spia ie niejeiee 8 ae KRY gh 18% 
Keyint Greene: 3 c.uieck sas sxe ne sna’ snes arate rneeiterbeinee wise erys . 16% 
Mike Tyson 2.0.00. ccc cc ec ee eee t eee teen e crete eter eenaes 15% 
Reggie White ....... We Nig Lace Seeae ee ee Cee ee 12% 
LELTECT IIIT | PRA EO Pa ERS IIE eR TOTES EE SR ed. es a 6% 
OURAN S Se oe ees ta ald sie othe sa eee ea POR Wr foal 


fascinating question that asked our respondents to correlate athletic 

ability in one sport to athletic ability in wrestling. Fortunately—or 
unfortunately, depending upon your point of view—many athletes from 
other sports have tried their hands at wrestling. And many former football 
players have become. wrestlers. But it was a basketball player, Chicago 
Bulls star Dennis Rodman, who garnered the most votes, thanks to his 
impressive performance at last year’s Bash at the Beach. Kevin Greene, a 
football player, beat Steve McMichael last summer. Former boxing heavy- 
weight champion Mike Tyson will be at WrestleMania. Reggie White of 
the Green Bay Packers wrestled and nearly beat McMichael at Slamboree. 
Butterbean, the big man who dominated tough man competitions, fought 
Mare Mero in the WWF in December. “You know what?” one respondent 
wrote. “I voted for Rodman, but I don’t think he’d make a great wrestler. 
Maybe a good wrestler, but not a great one.” The same is probably true of 
all these guys. More than 50 individuals received votes in-this category. 
Among the more interesting names mentioned were former figure skater 
Tonya Harding, hockey tough guy Enrico Ciccone, and tennis player 
Andre Agassi. 
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23. WILL MUSIC CITY 
WRESTLING BECOME 
AS STRONG AS THE 
USWA WAS? 


Yes ... $a i 
IN Grae one tet Me, Ng ae At dete 33% 
WINGOLIGEG na» oiesicr shes tae 19% 


Mie City Wrestling has basically 
taken the place of the USWA in the 


South, and such stars as Terry Golden, 
Wolfie D, Flash Flanagan, Colorado Kid, 
Reno Riggins, and Billy Joe Travis have 
it off to a good start. Based in Nashville, 
MCW has not yet made headway into 
Memphis. “It’s a good federation, but the 
USWA was very popular down here for a 
long time,” wrote one respondent. “On 
the other hand, the USWA failed, so 
maybe it’s not proper to ask whether 
Music City Wrestling will become as 
strong as the USWA. Maybe the question 
should be, will Music City Wrestling suc- 
ceed where the USWA failed?” Sug- 
gested a respondent, “They should 
change their name to Mid-South Wres- 
tling.” Mid-South, of course, was the for- 
mer name of the USWA. 


24. WHO GIVES THE BEST 
INTERVIEWS? 


Steve Austin ............ SAS eH ra ics -22% (17%) 
LATIN ZDYSARO sects ntsc tenes abies AG ator 19% (0%) 
Ric Flair ...... ASAT OE tay soos tobe nad Ve ereteey 16% (14%) 
Hulk Hogan ........ OMe? Saic 13% (2%) 
Rocky Maivia .............. ae atta ae tore 7% (0%) 
OUMGTS cc jae encse aera eore: 5 23% (25%) 


E there any sport in which interviews play a more important 
role in what happens on the field or in the ring? And is there 
any sport in which so many fans are such ardent viewers of 
interviews that they actually collect tapes of the athletes talk- 
ing? In most sports, athletes talk in uncolorful terms about 
taking it “one game at a time” and having their “backs against 
the walls.” Only in wrestling do the participants consistently 
speak honestly and openly. Steve Austin, the winner here for 
the second straight year, might say, “I’ll whip your [butt], and 
that’s the bottom line.” And the entire crowd will shout, 
“Because ‘Stone-Cold’ said so.” Larry Zbyszko has whipped 
up anti-NWO sentiment in WCW. Ric Flair has such style and 
a way with words that he can infuriate Bret Hart just by open- 
ing his mouth. Hulk Hogan is a master of self-promotion. And 
Rocky Maivia, who refers to himself as “The Rock,” is cocky 
and funny. As for Austin, “He can back his words with action, 
and that’s important,” wrote one respondent. “You know that 
when he says something, he means it. It’s not just words. And 
he has a very colorful, forceful way of saying things.” Drop- 
ping out were Cactus Jack, Arn Anderson (retired), and 
Shawn Michaels. Votes for others included Dallas Page and 
Randy Savage. 


\ aa come car 
25. WHICH IS THE BEST 


SPECIALTY MATCH? 


Falls-count-anywhere .............. «+ «33% (32%) 
LOAAED occ cece ccc enc eveeeececesnens 18% (10%) 
Steel CORE v6. vices vicces SUT ala ies wanes 16% (17%) 
Barbed wire .........0005, eB ialat ite eaves LI% (2%) 
ON ere i risme a sa iieean vie ere sees ee 22% (20%) 


Re thing: Each year, we ask this question, and our 
respondents wonder why we’re asking it. From our poll, 
you'd think the insiders don’t like specialty matches. But why 
are there more and more specialty matches every year? Why 
does it seem as if every pay-per-view has fewer traditional 
matches than the previous one? Who knows? Maybe the insid- 
ers don’t even know their own likes and dislikes. Falls-count- 
anywhere won again, ladder moved up to second from fourth, 
and steel cage dropped to third. WCW’s three-ring, 60-man 
battle royal received only two votes. So much for the pay-per- 
view main event. 


26. WHO IS THE BEST 
JAPANESE WRESTLER? 


Mitsuharu Misawa ........... . ++ 36% (56%) 


Kensuke Sasakitont <3005539.5 09.08 21% (2%) 
Ultimo Dragon .........0.60.005 - 18% (0%) 
TAR GMIUCHINORG Revives oho ewok 7% (0%) 
Keiji Mura e-bSn beet) ak iste tots 6's 5% (2%) 
Shinya Hashimoto ..... ark tstetss ordi nes 4% (8%) 
WIASQCRORD filed viain a Sepia ws Sw 3% (2%) 
NETS oat nee kat care 6% (17%) 


e had been asking respondents to name the best 

foreign wrestler. But Japanese wrestlers have 
become so dominant that we decided to narrow the 
question to one country. Long-time All-Japan Triple 
Crown champion Mitsuharu Misawa won for the fourth 
year in a row. Misawa won the Triple Crown on 
January 20, 1997, and still held it as of press time. He 
was number two in the 1997 “PW 500.” Solid support 
for IWGP heavyweight and tag team champion 
Kensuke Sasaki. Spectacular Ultimo Dragon is a peren- 
nial contender for the WCW TV and cruiserweight 
titles. Taka Michinoku, the WWE light heavyweight 
champ, is the top Japanese wrestler competing regular- 
ly in the WWF. Keiji Muto made noise when he joined 
the NWO. Shinya Hashimoto had the longest [WGP 
title reign in history until Sasaki beat him. Masa Chono 
is the leader of the NWO’s Japanese contingent. 


Misawa vs. Akira Taue 
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27. CAN THE WWF RECLAIM ITS SPOT AS THE NUMBER-ONE 
FEDERATION IN NORTH AMERICA? =, 


il ee question assumed an answer to a previous question about Ves ...-++ 00s eR: 
which is the premier federation in North America. We fig- 

ured our respondents would vote for WCW; most did. As for this question, the votes were narrowly split. “The WWE has 
too much ground to make up,” wrote a respondent. Opined another: “Unless there’s a mass exodus of talent to the WWF, I 
wouldn’t expect anything spectacular. WCW has all the momentum on its side.” But, wrote another insider, “All it would 
take is for Hulk Hogan to return to the WWF and feud with Shawn Michaels and the WWE would be on top in no time.” 
And, wrote another, “The feud within the NWO has the potential to not only bring down the NWO, but also the entire fed- 
eration.” 


28. WAS BRET HART SCREWED BY THE WWF? 


W: purposely made this question vague so as to leave it open to interpretation by 
our respondents. Several called us by phone and asked what we meant by 
“screwed.” Our response: “Whatever you want it to mean.” Bret Hart went into his 
match against Shawn Michaels at the 1997 Survivor Series as WWE World champi- 
on. He had, however, already decided that he would be jumping to WCW. When 
Michaels caught Hart in a “sharpshooter” during the match, referee Earl Hebner 
immediately called for the bell, giving Michaels the title. Hart, however, claimed he 
never submitted, and most believed him. “I don’t think there’s much doubt here,” 
wrote an insider. “The WWF was clearly afraid that Hart would take the title with 
him, and they weren’t going to let it happen. Vince McMahon all but admitted that. 
It’s bad enough that the WWF has lost most of its top stars to WCW. It didn’t want 
to lose the World title, too. Bret definitely got screwed.” 


Bret in the WWF 


29, WILL THE NWO 
SURVIVE ANOTHER YEAR? 


WENN hae cio siin a alee yin Calne ate peace PLO 
NG: lorstacea-9.a)2 F103 Ae aa ach aa aeecvene 49% 


30. AS SCOTT HALL OFTEN SAYS 
IN HIS IN-RING “SURVEYS,” 

DO YOU GO TO WCW EVENTS 
PRIMARILY TO SEE THE NWO OR 
TO SEE WCW? 


lhe NWO was in turmoil as we went to press, 
with infighting threatening the survival of 
wrestling’s most powerful clique. “Whose side are 
you on?” NWO members loved to ask other 
wrestlers. Well, now it’s hard to say which side cer- 
tain NWO wrestlers are on. The clique is splitting. 


“They’re in trouble,” wrote one insider. “Once the 
backbiting starts, once the all-for-one, one-for-all 
attitude starts deteriorating, an organization cannot 
survive.” But, wrote another insider, “The Four 
Horsemen survived their occasional squabbles. The 
NWO is strong. Besides, money talks and the NWO 
is making a lot of money for its members. There 
might be different factions within the NWO soon, 
but it will survive for many years to come.” 
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ci es question asked our respondents to put themselves in the 
mode of fan. Of course, very few of our respondents actual- 
ly pay to attend wrestling matches. They're insiders. We told 
them that they could consider watching WCW on TV to be the 
same as attending the matches. “I guess I watch WCW,” wrote 
one insider. “The NWO is only part of WCW. How can the part 
be bigger than the whole?” Good question. But there was strong 
support for the NWO, which, as one insider said, “is the most 
interesting aspect of WCW week after week.” 


NO voce ee yee eee s DE% (44%) 
VES) oie e.sie o's aininr0'nre ABIC(S1%) 
Unsure .. «0.666042. .1% (5%) 


31. SHOULD ECW 
GET WORLD 
TITLE STATUS? 


CW already considers its 

heavyweight belt to be a 
world title, so in this question 
we're referring to our definition 
of world title. Currently, only 
the WCW and WWF heavy- 
weight and tag team belts have 
official world championship 
status, as far as PWI is con- 
cerned. Several federations 
have made bids for official 
world title status, but 
none has seen it grant- 
ed. ECW continues its 
slow national growth 
and to establish a pay- 
per-view presence, but it 
still has not been seen by 
even a majority of the fans. 
Last year, a slim majority of 
our respondents urged us to 
grant ECW world title status. 
This time a slim majority was 
against giving ECW the status 
it desires but has not yet earned. 


i 
* 


wy 


ECW champ Shane Douglas 
with Francine 


32. WHO IS THE MOST 
DANGEROUS WRESTLER? 


Des Giant scored an overwhelming victo- 
ty in this category last year, and surely 
Hulk Hogan would attest to how dangerous 
he is. The Giant has choke-slammed him 
several times. Former Ultimate Fighting 
Champion Ken Shamrock has been wrestling 
in the WWF for only a year, but he has 
already made a major impact with some 
impressive victories. His belly-to-belly 
suplex is one of the most effective maneu- 
vers in the sport because Shamrock puts so 
much force behind its execution. He’s also 
one of the best conditioned athletes in the 
sport. “His body is a dangerous weapon,” 
wrote one respondent. “He doesn’t fit the 
classic definition of ‘dangerous wrestler,’ but 
he is. And don’t ever get him mad.” Randy 
Savage has become even more reckless over 
the past year and doesn’t care who he hurts 
... including his fellow NWO members. The 
Giant is 7°4”, 430 pounds and possesses that 
mighty choke-slam. 


Ken Shamrock ....... ++» 26% (0%) 
Randy Savage ...... as iorer ee 23% (0%) 
The Giant ..............20% (59%) 
es ache eee eee 9% (0%) 
Others... 6 oon ee 22% (13%) 


33. WAS ADDING THUNDER A 
GOOD IDEA BY WCW? 


BOS Heh oe a ariabieee Oba nieee ae ae be tse IN 
No ee Ce eae J by] 


Bi hee newest addition to the live lineup of weekly TV 
shows made its debut on January 8 and was an 
instant hit, although certainly not quite on the immensely 
successful level of Nitro. But is WCW going to the well 
too often with its live broadcasts? Will too many weekly 
live broadcasts lead to an eventual decline in pay-per- 
view buy rates? Maybe. Maybe not. “WCW has discov- 
ered that weekly live TV is the goose that lays the golden 
egg, and revenue from commercials has become their 
main source of income,” wrote a respondent. “Thunder is 
another source.” But, worried an insider, “if Thunder 


ever becomes NWO Thunder, then WCW will have made’ 


a whopper of a mistake.” 


34, HAVE YOU EVER TURNED 
OFF A WWF SHOW BECAUSE 
OF LEWDNESS? 


Gee lewd displays of flesh, cross-dressing wrestlers, 
Suggestive innuendo. “The WWF crosses the boundaries 
of decency far too often for my tastes,” wrote a respondent. 
“And I’m pretty liberal. I can imagine that if I’ve turned off 
Raw because of this junk, the parents of young children must 
be turning it off all the time. If you’re a parent of young chil- 
dren, you have to monitor Raw closely.” Wrote another 
respondent: “Why are you picking on the WWF? Why not 
WCW, or definitely ECW? And what’s worse, lewdness or 
violence? I’Il take a little lewdness anytime. At least nobody 
gets hurt.” : 
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35. SHOULD THE 36. WHO IS WRESTLING’S MOST 
WWP’S RAWIS . | PROMISING NEW STAR? 
WAR GET A PG-14 Bill Goldberg ... 


a stata ahgeh Ghaterata 34% 
RATING? Taka Michinoku .......-.....25% 
< Justin Credible .......++++++ 13% 
nk con oh Caan een 63% Juventud Guerrera ...........11% 
5 yee ae a 29% Prince Jaukea ........++4++++6% 
Undecided ........ BG OURETS ee Fille 2 sys ois. shalt lege, 
Go Raw Is War has a PG ast year, our insiders chose Rocky 
rating, which supposedly means Maivia, who went on to win the WWF 
that it’s suitable for just about Intercontinental title. Good choice, folks! 
everyone with parental guidance. Chris Jericho was second. He went on to 
“That's a bit lenient,” wrote one win the WCW cruiserweight title three — 
insider, “I’m not sure I'd want my times. This year’s winner is Bill Goldberg, 
12-year-old watching what’s going who has in just a few months become one 
on in the WWF. I think when it of WCW’s most popular and feared stars. 
comes to Raw, in fact when it comes “Give him one more year of experience at 
to all wrestling broadcasts, parental most and he’ll be ready to go after the Bill Goldberg 
guidance is needed.” Wrote another World title,” said one respondent. Then 
insider: “No, because I’m against there’s Taka Michinoku, who has already won the WWF light heavyweight 
TV ratings. They don’t make any title. “He’s no fluke,” wrote a respondent. “He has the tools to become a top 
sense. Half the time the parents wrestler in the heavyweight division given some time.” Justin Credible, the for- 
aren’t even around when a TV show mer Aldo Montoya, has beaten international star The Great Sasuke. Juventud 
comes on. Kids have TYs in their Guerrera is finally winning in WCW. And Prince Iaukea was PWI’s Rookie of 
rooms. Why bother?” the Year for 1997, 


37. SHOULD THERE BE MORE 
STRINGENT RULES ENFORCEMENT 
IN WRESTLING? 


VES oo ene eb ele eas tals sated va Syytiiemadin a Eales ereOO7e 
NG) eee RTE eels ena aa voas vems eel oan ose ETO 


ast year, our respondents agreed by a slim margin that 

wrestling’s violence was getting out of hand. This year, we 
rephrased the question and put the onus on the federations and 
the referees. Cliques such as the NWO, DeGeneration X, and 
The Nation of Domination have taken over wrestling, thanks in 
part to lax rules enforcement, at least according to our respon- 
dents. “The only reason the NWO-survives is because nobody 
wants to enforce the rules. Sure, J.J. Dillon and his men offer 
threats and impose fines, but that’s not enough. These NWO 
wrestlers are under contract and their contracts are enforceable 
in courts of law,” said one. Wrote another respondent: “It’s vir- 
tually impossible to get disqualified in ECW; ECW encourages 
violence.” But, wrote one respondent, probably voicing the opin- 
ion of many, “Wrestling is violence. Violence is wrestling. 
Stringent rules enforcement will result in less exciting matches 
and fewer fans.” Is wrestling out of control? 
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38. GIVE A LETTER GRADE TO WWF 
COMMISSIONER SGT. SLAUGHTER FOR 
HIS JOB PERFORMANCE: A, B, C, D, OR F 


Hem Marine drill sergeant- 


40. SHOULD THIS BE 
RIC FLAIR’S LAST 
YEAR AS A WRESTLER? 


turned-wrestler-turned WWE De+seeseee seer reese 37% de be eine uty ee e, 547% 
Commissioner Sgt. Slaughter | @++++1-+er+ee+s01 + 25% (reek ire Baste . 46% 
didn’t appear to be the right man Bvveeeseeeees, renee 20% 
for the job when he got it, and our ¥ ++++++++0000++++0. 13% e made his pro debut on December 10, 
respondents obviously still believe Aves eeee cence ene ++ 5% 1972, more than 25 years ago. He 


hasn’t held the WCW World title since 
April 22, 1996, and is no longer considered 
a serious contender for the belt. He wrestles 
less frequently than he ever has before, 
“Judging by his feud with Bret Hart, his 
main concern now is nailing down his place 
in history,” wrote an insider. “But he 
already has his place as one of the greatest 
ever and nothing can change that. Whether 
he’s considered the best there ever was has 
nothing to do with how he fares against 
Bret Hart. Flair has written his legacy. In 
my opinion, he’s the best ever. He also 
should retire.” But, wrote another respon- 

dent, “Flair adds class and 


co style to the sport, He’s still 


that. Last year, President Gorilla 

Monsoon got mostly C’s, B’s, and A’s, This year, Slaughter got mostly 
D’s and C’s. He is viewed as a biased arbiter who has done too much to 
help fan favorites (obsession with destroying DeGeneration X, 
wrestling Hunter Hearst Helmsley himself, allowing the fan favorites to 
get away with too much, sanctioning a match between friends Shawn 
Michaels and Hunter Hearst Helmsley for the European title). “It’s one 
thing for a commissioner to enforce the rules so as to make sure the 
rulebreakers don’t get away with murder,” wrote a respondent, “It’s 
another thing when the commissioner stacks the deck and actually 
helps out the fan favorites. That doesn’t do anyone any good, including 
the fan favorites, and makes people sympathize with the rulebreakers,” 
Wrote another insider: “The problem with Monsoon was that he 
thought he was in a popularity contest. He got over that, but Slaughter 
hasn’t. It’s almost as if he’s still trying to make amends for when he 
turned against Hulk Hogan during the Gulf War.” 


a Sa, aa Res 
39. GIVE A LETTER GRADE TO WCW 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
J.J. DILLON FOR HIS JOB 
PERFORMANCE: A, B, C, D, OR F 


ast year, our insiders i] 


better than most of the 
wrestlers out there. As 
- long as he can contribute, 
he should stick around, 
Besides, he doesn’t 
want to retire, and 
he’s earned the 
_ Tight to go out on 
his own terms.” 


D 
‘oe ua. 
5 


Cys wigisias ou:b-o ae neh goals OOM had it right on the | eae * 
Di ings etinaan ace ky sep eka money when they con- eC : } 
BVseaee is son «ed vale etemiae demned Eric Bischoff for “Nx, * vy, 
Ali wsiak v9 vin y oss «oat LOM his performance as WCW Waa 
1 A or EEE TT VERE De Executive Vice President. Bis- Na 


choff was obviously biased in 
favor of the NWO and was stripped of his duties, But the efforts of J. 
Dillon: have been largely ineffective, partly because the NWO has 
ignored his directives, and partly because he has made biased decisions. 
“The best thing Dillon ever did was strip Bischoff of his power,” wrote a 
respondent. “The worst thing he ever did was try to handle the Sting- 
Hogan controversy at Starrcade. He should have shown some guts and 
decided in favor of Hogan.” Wrote another insider; “Dillon hasn’t been 
bad, but he hasn’t been good. He’s been mediocre under difficult circum- 
stances. I don’t think he’s been above criticism, but I think he’s earned at 
least another year on the job. Let’s see how he fares.” Proof that Dillon 
has been a mediocre arbiter: Only 15 percent of our respondents gave 
him an A or an F. 


Ric Flair 
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FINISHING IT OFF: 
WHO HAS THE BEST OF THE BEST? 


he is our fourth “Best Of The Best” poll, a comprehensive study of wrestling’s most awesome finishing holds/moves 
and the men who use them. We asked our correspondents to base their judgment on how often a wrestler’s particu- 
lar finishing hold or move actually ends a match in his favor. This year, we asked 10 questions. 


41, WHO HAS 3 © RickSteiner .......... 28% (8%) 


The Undertaker ..........26% (9%) 


THE BEST 
CLOTHESLINE? 


Ox of the most effec- 
tive, devastating, and 
widely used maneuvers in 
the sport, the clothesline is 
simple and low-risk. A 
wrestler who misses with 
an attempted clothesline 
doesn’t get himself into 
trouble. As a result, nearly 
every wrestler in the world 
uses some version, and 
wrestlers have concentrat- 
ed more over the past 
decade on forearm devel- 
opment. Rick Steiner’s 
“Steinerline” almost al- 
ways hits its mark. The 
Undertaker’s clothesline is 
overshadowed by his 
piledriver. 


, Rick's 
“Steinerline” : 


43. WHO HAS THE BEST MOONSAULT? 


Ultimo Dragon .. 222.0000 ees e eer e eens eee sve ss 32% (2%) 
Flash Funk ...... Salta care Siete nase OS easier vie . « 27% (30%) 
Reckless Youth 4. suiasce sce sin tavas aces «cea dl GAO%) 
Rey Misterio Jr. -...--+-+.+s0++++- Ae eee 10% (41%) 
08 Th eR REPRO Cn TRE Bre ne reat fo Ue It Sige 20% (14%) 


Or: considered the move of the 1990s, the moonsault was 
overshadowed by the huracanrana in 1997, but remained a 
move used effectively by athletic wrestlers who are willing to take 
a chance. It’s a high-risk maneuver that starts with a backward flip 
from the top turnbuckle and culminates with a pinpoint landing on 
top of an opponent. The most daring proponents of the moonsault 
will execute it from anywhere in the arena, even from the top turn- 
buckle onto the arena floor. Rey Misterio Jr. and Flash Funk were 
the men in this category last year, but this time around Ultimo 
Dragon overshadowed them and took the prize. One thing’s for 
sure: This year, even more wrestlers will be using the moonsault 
than last year. 
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42. WHO HAS THE. 
BEST HURACANRANA? 


Juventud Guerrera .......++++: 37% 
GS COIE SICINOL ne sd ied sales fees 33% 
Ken Shamrock ....<..0+++0++: 15% 
Rey Misterio Jr. «0.0. .++seereees 7% 
CREF Sis main ee uae sae va ie He 8% 


Iso known as the “Frankensteiner,” 

now commonly known as the hura- 
canrana, the move is difficult to use and 
requires significant athletic ability and 
strength. The wrestler must jump, wrap 
his legs around the head of his intended 
victim, then roll him to the mat. It’s quite 
an impressive sight when the lithe and 
acrobatic Guerrera executes the huracan- 
rana. Scott Steiner is widely considered 
the father of the “Frankensteiner.” Ken 
Shamrock has dozens of moves, and the 
huracanrana is just one of them. Rey 
Misterio Jr., another little man, executes 
the move quickly and seemingly effort- 
lessly. 


Dragon vs. 
Malenko 


44. WHO HAS THE BEST 
PILEDRIVER? 


The Undertaker .........81% (92%) 
Kan 66. eee eee eee e ee 12% (0%) 
Others Cheers rscenasee easel 90 (8%) 


Or of the most effective and punishing 
finishing maneuvers in the sport—just 
ask Steve Austin, who nearly had his career 
ended by Owen Hart’s “tombstone” pile- 
driver—the piledriver is a favorite because 
it’s low-risk. If it works, the match is often 
over. If it doesn’t work, the match contin- 
ues at no harm to the perpetrator. The 
executor turns his victim upside down be- 
tween his legs, then drops down so that the 
victim’s head or back go crashing into the 
mat. This is not a move to be executed on a 
concrete floor, although some wrestlers 
have done so. The Undertaker, master of 
the “tombstone” piledriver, continued his 
dominance in this category, winning by a 
wide margin for the third consecutive 
career. His alleged brother, Kane, could 
Surpass him next year. 


46. WHICH IS THE 
RISKIEST MOVE? 


_ Corkscrew plancha ............31% 
Outside-the-ring huracanrana ...22% 
“Michinoku driver” ............16% 
Liger bomb ..... 64.26.4000... 10% 
CRETE oa ge ger o\s « Pees a borin a FO 


he corkscrew plancha is a favorite of 

Japanese and Mexican wrestlers that is 
incredibly difficult to execute properly. 
Standout independent wrestler Reckless 
Youth also favors the move. The outside- 
the-ring huracanrana consists of the executor 
springing himself off the ropes to outside the 
ring, where he catches the victim in the 
huracanrana. “And if he misses, he lands on 
the hard floor,” wrote a respondent. Taka 
Michinoku’s finisher has injured several 
wrestlers, while the Liger bomb is the move 
that killed Japanese female star Plum 
Mariko. Because of that incident, many 
Japanese wrestlers are afraid of using it. 


45. WHICH IS THE BEST 
SUBMISSION HOLD? 


Bret Hart’s “sharpshooter”... ... APe\eleve-wre drew beela satiety» aLOGO 
Ken Shamrock’s anklelock ,.....2-000.c0ecccecececse. 22% 
Perry Saturn’s “Rings Of Saturn” ....... highgeiade sexs Kure 0 eS 
Chris Benoit’s “Crippler crossface” .............0000.. 13% 
Far Lamission” 2.2 cinadaweteeet en ic tkaia oe eA 


MGIB iia Kelsyic = LARRY Ada aaa ese eee toa dnd TG 


B ret “Hitman” Hart’s “sharpshooter” leglock has been imitated, but it 
is hard to duplicate. It’s more effective than the figure-four because 
the executor turns the victim over onto his stomach while applying the 
hold. Ken Shamrock’s anklelock is a hold in which he bends back the © 
victim’s ankle, usually resulting in an immediate submission. The 
“Rings Of Saturn” is about 95 percent effective. Chris Benoit’s 
“Crippler crossface” isn’t crippling, but it is effective. The “Taz-mis- 
sion” is virtually impossible to counter. All of these result in nearly 
immediate submission, 


Rear a ee 
47. WHO HAS THE BEST SUPLEXES? 


RS ae Us\p winia.sie ale die Hig kssigse si la Seatiodn wartl Ceo ROO 
Ken Shamrock ..... Ae ne ae MG sin asSth RR RCL 
CUE BENE CF. us Sauron Odeo ss 4 ane ced can TOI 
aie Das eas as wake custchiie's a's waen aad Poa ween ANG 


FIRE NAUIONED Salo a yale duce chile die icon dan ae Rae 9% 
CUTE CBIR Sirs nig sxe MNES ROSS cacatio hak eneee 2.7% 
OMCTE SR. ihe en athlete Arete dia cee tre ASPs tipgtepo 9% 


as are sO many variations 
of the suplex that we 
decided to stop asking which 
wrestler has the best specific 
suplex. Instead, we asked for 
which wrestler has the best 
suplexes. Variety wasn’t neces- 
sarily important, although our 
respondents clearly chose the 
wrestlers with the best variety 
of suplexes. Taz has nearly two 
dozen, including the T-bone 
suplex and the pygmy suplex. 
Ken Shamrock has a great 
belly-to-belly. Chris Benoit 
uses a belly-to-belly and a 
German suplex. Shane 
Douglas finishes with his 
belly-to-belly. Dean Malenko 
uses a variety. Curt Hennig’s 
“Perfect-plex” is now called 
the fisherman suplex. _ Another Taz suplex 
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48. WHAT IS THE BEST 
TWO-MAN FINISHING MOVE 
USED BY A TAG TEAM? 


The Steiners’ top-rope bulldog ..... + 34% 
The Road Warriors’ clothesline ....... 19% 
Harlem Heat’s “Harlem Hangover” ...17% 
The Dudleys’ 3D ,....... eee ts. 13% 
OUTS, ato co enn ees Oak esa Ree 17% 


“He could you ask this question?” one of 
our insiders wrote. “You’re basically ask- 
ing which tag team does the best job at breaking 
the rules. Double-teaming tactics are illegal.” Well, 
not exactly. A tag team can legally have both men 
in the ring for five seconds after a tag. And some 


teams use that time very effectively. The Steiners’ | 
top-rope bulldog consists of one of the Steiners | 


holding the opponent and the other coming off the 
top or middle rope for the bulldog. The Road 
Warriors use a clothesline by Hawk, who knocks a 
weary opponent off the shoulders of Animal. The 
“Harlem Hangover” has won Harlem Heat dozens 
of matches. D-Von and Buh Buh Ray Dudley use a 
version of the “Diamond cutter.” 


50. WHO HAS THE BEST OVERALL FINISHER? 


| 49. WHO HAS THE BEST 
| SUBMISSION LEGLOCK? 


ret Hart and Dean 


Malenko dominated BretHart...... .. 35% (49%) 

this category last year.  Sfing....-.--..+++: 18% (2%) 
This time around, Bret’s Dean Malenko..... 17% (40%) 
_ “sharpshooter” received Ken Shamrock ....... 9% (0%) 
less support, but enough Owen Hart........-- 7% (2%) 

' for him to win again. Chris Jericho......- 4% (0%) 
, Sting’s Scorpion deathlock Others ...+.+++++> 10% (11%) 


| helped him win the WCW 
_ World title from Hulk 
Hogan. Dean Malenko 
uses a Texas cloverleaf. 
Ken: Shamrock has a dev- 
 astating anklelock. Chris 
_ Jericho uses a modified 
Boston crab called the 
“Lion Tamer.” “If you 
asked any wrestler whose 
leglock they most want to 
avoid, it would be Bret’s,” 
wrote a respondent. “It 
remains the best there is, 
| the best there ever was, 
and maybe the best there 
| ever will be.” 


Dallas Page (“Diamond cutter”) .....6++++++0000% 24% (19%) 
Steve Austin (“Stone-Cold stunner”) ......++++++ .22% (16%) 
The Undertaker (“tombstone” piledriver) .......++- 15% (18%) 
Bret Hart (“sharpshooter”) .........+0+0eeeeeeee 11% (14%) 
Lex Luger (“torture rack”) 1.02 .. ccc reece eee ecees 9% (2%) 
Taz (“Taz-Mission”) oo ccveccencenc cee r eee ceeeens 5% (0%) 
Ultimo Dragon (“Dragon” sleeper) ...-.0++++++++0+5 4% (0%) 
COLREES clove. ove acvteerel sales araPUrecaae: a7 Aib)is Gareraie-e. 8 bveraace ble 10% (11%) 


Imost all these moves/holds have two things in common: They're 

quick and effective. Hart’s “sharpshooter,” Taz’ Taz-mission, 
Luger’s “rack,” and Ultimo Dragon’s sleeper usually result in submis- 
sions. The others usually lead to pins. Either way, the moves result in 
victories. Page’s “Diamond cutter” takes the top prize for the second 
year in a row. It revitalized his career and helped him win the WCW 
U.S. title. Austin’s “Stone-Cold stunner” is used more than any of these 
moves. Austin has relied upon it to take him to near the top of the 
WWE, But there is no one dominant finishing move/hold in wrestling. 
Wrestlers try to come up with their own unique finishers that set them 
apart from other wrestlers. “These days, wrestlers are known for their 
finishers,” wrote one respondent. “It’s an extension of a wrestler’s per- 
sonality and ultimately decides whether he ¢s a success or a failure.” 


The “Diamond cutter” 
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The damage Sabu is inflicting on his bodyis - 
unbelievable. He screams in pain as twisted 
metal snags his clothes and flesh during a 
recent barbed-wire match (below). Then 
again, bouncing himself off the wire was not 
a very conservative approach (right). 


AGE Bile WD ue Ti 
By Craig Peters 
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RESTLING IS NOT what it | 
used to be. Athletes are bet- re 
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Moves are flashier. Training methods 
are more sophisticated. 
And injuries are more prevalent. 
Sure, wrestling has always been a 
sport that invites injuries. Three or 
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four decades ago, though, nobody 
imagined that a wrestler would hurl 
himself onto another wrestler by 
launching himself from the top rope, 
flipping his body through the air, and 
landing on him on the concrete floor 
area. 

That’s assuming, of course, that he 
connects with the other wrestler, and 
not with the concrete floor. 

Doctors who treat wrestlers aren’t 
what they used to be, either. Time was, 
a doctor tended to the occasional bro- 
ken bone or hyperextended knee, and 
needed to know how to sew a few 
stitches. 

Today, such a doctor has to possess 
knowledge far beyond that of his pre- 
decessors. As the action in the ring has 
become more sophisticated, the in- 
juries have become more common- 
place ... and more exotic. 

Then there’s Sabu. 

“Oh, man, he’s in a class all his 
own,” said one veteran physician who 
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Sabu, with his broken jaw taped, exerts 
pressure on Taz’ back with a camel clutch. 
Physicians told Sabu to have his jaw wired, 
then take at least six months off. He wres- 
tled the next night. 


® 


=a 


Most wrestlers are well-aware of 
Sabu’s incredibly high threshold of 
pain. Here, Taz suplexes Sabu 
through a table. He knew drastic mea- 
sures were necessary to combat the 
man from Bombay. 


requested anonymity. “The problem 
with Sabu is that he doesn’t need a 
doctor, he needs a team of doctors, six 
months in the hospital to heal, and a 
couple of psychiatrists to straighten 
himself out. He’s whacked!” 

Why does this physician request 
anonymity? 

“Quite simple,” he 
responded. “I’ve treated 
Sabu in the past. Working 
with him in a doctor- 
patient relationship is as 


much of a risk to my career as Sabu 
performing some of those insane 
maneuvers is to his career. I don’t 
need malpractice suits, thank you. I 
tell him to take it easy, to relax, to rest, 
to heal ... does he listen? Hell, no! 
He’s out there doing the same crazy 
stuff the next night! He really is 


insane, I tell you!” 

The stories about Sabu wrestling 
injured are so numerous that they’ve 
acquired the status of legend. To hear 
them, you would think you’re hearing 
about some mythical figure, someone 
more in the realm of folklore than 
flesh and blood. Paul Bunyan, perhaps, 
or Hercules. 

Or Frankenstein’s monster. 

“I'd go with the Frankenstein anal- 

ogy,” the doctor said, 
“particularly after this 
latest incident. I can’t 
believe this guy!” 

This “latest inci- 
dent” involves a De- 
cember wrestling card 
in Massachusetts. 
Sabu was attempting 
a triple-jump moon- 


sault, but landed 
mouth-first on a table 
leg. The crowd 


watched in horrified 
fascination as Sabu 
< came up bloody and 
spitting teeth. He 
went to the dressing 
room only to return 
a few minutes later 
with his face taped 
up. He finished the 
match. 

Later, in the 
dressing room area, Sabu was exam- 
ined by a doctor who immediately 
advised a trip to the emergency 
room so that Sabu could get his jaw 
wired. He also advised a minimum 
of six weeks of bed rest. 

The next night, Sabu wrestled. 
He did not have wires in his 
jaw. In fact, what he did have was 
a tube of Superglue smeared over 
the cuts, and a roll of tape 
wrapped around his face and jaw. 
“Sabu looks like a ’°72 Buick 
still rolling along after 300,000 
miles, all held together with spit 
and tape!” said one fan who wit- 
nessed Sabu wrestle Taz the 
night after the injury in Mas- 
sachusetts. “This guy is 
absolutely incredible!” 
Incredibly inspirational or 
(Continued on page 72) 
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Luger lifts Randy Savage into his “torture rack” and waits for the “Macho Man” to submit. He is 
eagerly awaiting his opportunity to repeat this act. 


stretch in which he and The Giant were dominant in tag team matches, Luger began 

“racking” Hulk Hogan every chance he got. Finally, Lex beat Hogan for the WCW 
World title on August 4, 1997. But the glory was fleeting. On August 9 at the Road Wild 
pay-per-view, Hogan took advantage of interference by his fellow NWO members to 
regain the belt. 

It had been a while since Luger held the WCW World heavyweight title. Nearly six 
years, in fact. He was last champion on February 29, 1992, when he lost the belt to 
Sting, a man with whom he held the WCW World tag team title for five months in 1996. 

Luger has been at the forefront of WCW’s fight against the NWO since the renegade 
group was formed. But Luger realizes the truth: He can’t just fight for WCW. He has to 
fight for himself. And to that end, he needs to be in contention for the World title. But his 
feud with Randy Savage has raged for months; Luger got the upper hand there by beating 
the “Macho Man” with the “rack” at Souled Out. 

Now Luger can move on to his next step, but what is his next step? At press time, the 
wrestling world was awaiting the Sting vs. Hulk Hogan match at SuperBrawl to fill the 
vacant World title. If Hogan wins, it would be easy to imagine Luger vs. Hogan matches 
during the summer. But what if Sting wins? Will Luger challenge his friend? Would Sting 
accept? And would this lead to trouble in their friendship? 

A lot of questions will be answered over the coming months. Luger answered some of 
those for us when he sat down with Publisher Stu Saks, Senior Editor Bill Apter, and 
Managing Editor Brandi Mankiewicz. 


[ « LUGER HAD another taste of glory last summer. After going through a long 
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BILL APTER: Congratulations on 
your victory over Randy Savage at 
Souled Out. 

LEX LUGER: Believe me, it was 
nothing. 

APTER: Nothing? How can it be 
nothing? 

LUGER: Because beating Savage 
is nothing to be proud of. It’s just 
something that has to be done, like 
getting rid of termites or fixing a 
leak. Beating Savage is like swatting 
a fly. It’s only a matter of when you 
get him, but he’s not going to do 


@6 At this point, 
probably the only 
way I’d wrestle 
Sting is if the World 
title was at stake. If 
it was, I'd look 
forward to a match. 
Otherwise, there’s 

no reason. 9 9 


anything to you in the meantime 
except annoy the hell out of you. 

BRANDI MANKIEWICZ: So you 
would agree that Savage annoyed 
the hell out of you. 

LUGER: Yeah, he annoyed me to 
no end, but that’s about it. He 
never hurt me. Let me tell you 
something about men like Savage. 
They’re not even men. What kind 
of man sends out a woman to do 
his dirty work? What kind of man 
would hide behind Elizabeth? And 
then when I kicked his butt at 
Souled Out, all he cried about was 
how the NWO didn’t help him out. 
Well, you didn’t see me getting any 
help, did you? Why did he need 
help? Because he’s not man enough 
to face me one-on-one, without the 
NWO. And now that the NWO is 
no longer on his side, Savage is in a 
lot of trouble. 

STU SAKS: You're not worried 


about him anymore? 
LUGER: You have to be a little 
worried about him, | guess. He’s 
crazy. You never what he’ll do, but 
I’ve proven | can beat him in the 
ring. Without the NWO to protect 
him, he can’t beat me. No way. He 
knows that if he comes anywhere 
near me, I'll just kick his butt again. 
It felt so great to get him up in that 
“rack” at Souled Out. | look for- 
ward to doing it again. | wouldn't 
mind keeping him up there a little 
longer than | did at Souled Out. 
MANKIEWICZ: So you had 
mercy on Savage at Souled Out? 
LUGER: A little. 
MANKIEWICZ: | have a hard 
time believing that. 
LUGER: Well, that’s the kind of 
man | am. I’m not in this to hurt 
people or kill people. I’m here to 
win matches. | beat Savage. Now 
it’s on to the next guy. 
APTER: Well, not so fast, Lex. 
What about Elizabeth? 
LUGER: What about her? 
APTER: Well, when she came 
out crying a few weeks before “< 
Souled Out, you really seemed to : 
have some sympathy for her. 
LUGER: My mistake. 
APTER: Yes, but you did. Why? 
LUGER: Because she’s a woman. 
Because she’s never ever hurt me, 
and | sometimes wondered if her 
heart was really into this whole 
NWO thing. I felt sorry for her. 
I figured that maybe she was 
finally realizing what a mis- 
take it was for her to be 
hanging around a group of 
gutless thugs like the 
NWO. | didn’t really 
have time to think 
about what might real- 
ly be happening. | just 
reacted. | didn’t think : 
I might be walking into | 
a trap. I probably 
should have seen it 
coming. These days, | 
with the NWO all over . ~” 
the place and wrestlers 
changing sides all over the place, 
you can never be too sure about 
° (Continued on page 76) 


Every issue, 
reporters from 
PRO. WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED will 
participate in an 
incisive press 
conference with a 
top wrestling star. 
The questions will 
be demanding. 
And the answers 
will reveal the 
innermost 
thoughts of the 
giants of the sport. 
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in black and white. 
But by facing their 

fears, they stripped 
away the mystique 

and discovered 

a man that could 


be beaten 
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By Steve Anderson 


“There is no terror in a bang, 
only in the anticipation of it.” 
—Alfred Hitchcock (1899-1980) 


the NWO suffered from a 

recurring nightmare. Images 
of a man clad in black and toting a 
baseball bat filled their collective 
heads and terrified them. They 
didn’t fear for their physical or men- 
tal welfare. They were more con- 


Fi: 16 MONTHS, members of 


: Although Sting might have felt thé effects of his 16-month lay- 
off, he was limber enough to rock Hogan with a reverse atomic 
drop (above) and use a Scorpion deathdrop on Eric Bischoff 
(right). But he also showed he was vulnerable. 


cerned about what would happen 
to their group if their nightmare 
came true. 

Starrcade, as it turned out, was 
a dream night for WCW and a 
nightmare come true for the New 
World Order. Curt Hennig lost his 
U.S. title, but more importantly, 
Hulk Hogan lost the World belt to 
the man who emerged from the 
NWO’s subconscious to shake 
their foundation: Sting. 

Yet it was at that time that the 
fear began to subside. 


The situation is akin to that of a 
child who fears what is lurking 
under his bed. He thinks he hears 
a noise, believes he feels a rumble. 
But when the light is turned on and 
he finds the courage to investigate, 
the evil is confronted and the for- 
merly frightened child crawls back 
into bed, comforted that the fear 
was all in his mind. 

All along Hulk Hogan knew he 
had created a monster. His “stick 
it” speech coupled with the faux 
Sting debacle pushed the 
“Stinger” over the edge. But not 
quite out of WCW, as Hogan 
would have liked. 

Instead, Sting remained like an 


_ unwelcome guest who just would 


not leave. For 15 months, through 
silence and reclusiveness, he fos- 
tered a mystique. Instead of howl- 
ing, he stared. Instead of “Stinger 
splashing” foes, he pointed his bat 
at them. Instead of fighting, he 
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stared. He became a startling 
image to those who faced him, 
both friend and foe. 

He was an outsider who ob- 
served this wrestling war from a 
lofty perch. Every day, he was 
changing mentally and physically. 
And the more he changed, the 
more the NWO feared him. How 
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dangerous is this new, darker ver- 
sion of Sting? they wondered. 

Sting finally made his intentions 
clear in September. He wanted 
Hogan and Hogan alone. He want- 
ed to destroy the crown jewel of 
the NWO by taking away his belt 
and ending his career. He left his 
perch to descend into the ring, 


waving that bat as the 
NWO ran for cover. 

When the day of 
Starrcade finally arrived, 
the NWO was hardly ina 
mood to celebrate. Ho- 
gan was now facing an 
unknown entity. He had 
wrestled Sting once 
before, but the prospect 
of going up against this 
man, who had under- 
gone such drastic psy- 
chological changes, was 
intimidating. 

“The mood in the lock- 
er room was extremely 
serious,” said a source 
close to the New World 
Order. “When the rest of 
the guys looked at Ho- 
gan, it was like they were 
seeing a man preparing 
for his own execution.” 

But something funny 
happened on the way to 
Hogan's “execution’—he 
beat Sting. No matter 
what the official outcome 
of that match suggests, 
Hogan beat Sting, Check 
the three-count by Nick 
Patrick on video. It was 
not fast. Bret Hart was 
100 percent wrong to 
enter the ring, kayo 
Patrick, and order the 
match restarted. WCW 
was 100 percent wrong to 
let him get away with it. 

One night later on 
Nitro, Hogan did it again, 
this time when Patrick 
entered the ring after 
original referee Randy 
Anderson was knocked 
out. Forget the official 
outcomes. Hogan pinned 
Sting twice in two nights. 

Li’l “Hollywood” turned on the 
light, looked under the bed, and put 
his fears to rest. “Sting huffs and 
puffs and says how he’s going to 
blow our house down,” ranted 
Hogan. “But he couldn’t do it, and 
he'll never do it. Even J.J. Dillon saw 
him as the lowlife cheater that he is 


and took away his belt. Sting came 
down from those rafters and proved 
that once a loser, always a loser.” 
Ironically, it was Sting who helped 
the NWO cure their fear of him. His 
mission was clear. Get the title away 
from the NWO, bring it back to 
WCW, and invoke fear in every 
member of that NWO along the way. 
He succeeded on the first objective, 
but failed miserably on the other 
two. His failure gave the NWO a 
much-needed confidence boost. 
Sting went from a fearful illusion to a 
flesh-and-blood wrestler who can be 
beaten. The NWO has awakened 


from its nightmare—a little flustered, 
but awake nonetheless. 

Talk to any NWO member now, 
and once you get through all the 
ranting and raving, you get the 
feeling that every one of them 
respects Sting as a wrestler and a 
leader, but is no longer intimidated 
by his mystique. Now he’s only a 
wrestler that /ooks scary. 

“| don’t care what anyone says,” 
said Lex Luger, Sting’s best friend. 
“The NWO is still running scared. 
They are at their weakest right now. 
They’re on the verge of a major 
breakup, and Sting helped bring 
them down. He is just what we 
needed.” 

Meanwhile, the postmatch beat- 
ings still occur and NWO members 
continue to do whatever they want. 
Only nowadays they do it with a lit- 
tle more swagger, because they 
know that Sting is a long way from 
invincible. 

Sting might have pulled WCW 
from the depths of despair, but 
unfortunately, he pulled the NWO 
up at the same time. 0 


WRESTLING 
“WEAKEST” 
TOUGH GUY 


A champion before his time, Rocky 
Maivia struggles to be accepted by the 
fans he claims turned against him. 
Even respect from NOD leader Faaroog 
E>) has been in short supply. What went 
| if wrong for this lamb in wolf's clothing? 


Rocky Maivia stomps Cactus Jack in the corner dur- 


ing a recent confrontation. Why does Maivia waste 


so much energy punching and kicking when his 
lightning-fast dropkicks are much more effective? 


By Bryan Ethier 
» OCKY MAIVIA LOOKS sharp in black; too 


bad you rarely see him wearing his blue ~ 


wrestling gear. 

The dashing young man whom former man- 
ager Sunny deemed “yummy” at his November 
1996 debut, now looks more like a contempo- 
rary cross between James Bond and a Wall 
Street broker. Most nights, Maivia trades in his 
aqua wrestling trunks for black Armani slacks 
and shirt, Gucci loafers, and a Rolex watch. 
Give him a briefcase and he’d likely rattle off the 
day’s hottest stocks. Or steal away with a 
damsel in distress and race through the streets 
in a suped-up Austin Martin. 

Whatever happened to the charismatic kid 
who was the youngest wrestler ever to capture 
the Intercontinental title? 

“What a shame he decided to go his own 
way,” said Sunny, wistfully. “Had he agreed to 
work under my tutelage, he would not only be 
World champ today, he’d be the most popular 
wrestler in the world. Does he think it’s cool 


2, 


hanging around Kama Mustafa 
and D-Lo Brown? Please.” 

More to the point, does 
Maivia think it’s cool to hear 
chants of “Rocky Sucks!” when- 
ever he appears in an arena? 
Definitely not. 

Fans can, and in recent 
months, they have shouted this 
slur in deafening tones. Maivia 
was once the federation’s 
future, a gallant knight whose 
broad smile only exceeded his 
raw talent and athleticism. But 
shortly after snaring the I-C title, 
Maivia was sidelined by an 
injury. When he did return to 
the mat, he looked rusty and 
unfocused. He quickly lost the 
belt he so coveted. In 1997, 
Maivia’s career continued on a 
downward spiral. Unable to con- 
front his failures, and unable to 
recognize his shortcomings as a 


Austin holds a table as Cactus Jack pushes Maivia into it. Maivia’s scientific 
skills are neutralized in wild brawls, like this one at Madison Square Garden. 
He spent most of the night relying on his partner, D-Lo Brown. 


wrestler, Maivia sought out a 
scapegoat upon which he could lay blame. That 
scapegoat turned out to be the fans. 

Maivia was outspoken in his disdain for WWF 
fans; the fans reciprocated. His ego severely 


Maivia never wins slugfests, especially against men like 
Steve Austin. “The Rock's” greatest strength has always 
been his ability to keep a cool head against more emotion- 
al opponents. His new tactics do not help in this regard. 
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wounded, Rocky Maivia made a decision that would 
dramatically change the course of his career: He 
joined the Nation of Domination. 

“We are about respect and that’s what you peo- 
ple owe me,” Maivia shouted to a packed arena the 
night he joined ranks with the WWF's most contro- 
versial clique. 

Today, he is the unofficial leader of the gang, not 
afraid to pull rank on Faarooq, the NOD’s founder 
and acknowledged head. Although Maivia boasts a 
unique blend of power and finesse and has become 
one of the sport’s most recognizable stars, he still 
hasn’t figured out a way to earn the sweeping 
respect he has always sought. 

“Rocky Maivia is a bag of hot air,” laughed Jim 
Cornette. “He spends all of his time threatening 
guys like Steve Austin and Shawn Michaels and 
Ken Shamrock. But all he does is hide behind the 
NOD. Without them, Maivia would be just another 
loser.” 

Cornette presents a semi-accurate portrayal of 
Rocky Maivia’s standing within the sport. Where 
Cornette errs is when he suggests Maivia would be 
a loser without the NOD. Although he has failed in 
the eyes of the fans, Maivia has grown as a 
wrestler. He has mastered a number of subtle 
maneuvers that eluded him 18 months ago. He has 
bulked up considerably and is one of the strongest 
men in the WWF. Last year, Vince McMahon award- 
ed him the I-C belt when champ Steve Austin 


refused to defend the title. At that time, McMahon 
called Maivia the “people’s champion.” 

On that point, McMahon couldn’t have been more 
wrong. Just ask the fans. 

“Maivia lacks strength of character. Just look at 
the way he ran from himself and joined the NOD,” 
commented one fan after a Raw Is War card. “He’s 
all bluff. He knows Faarooq’s men will defend him. 
Let him come out from behind those guys and show 
what he can do on his own.” 

That would mean donning the blue trunks again 
to defend a belt that is probably a couple of feet 
down into the muck, thanks to Austin. If Maivia were 
to get back to basics and begin showing some pride 
in himself, fans might recognize that not only has he 
become an accomplished wrestler, but deep within 
he is still a good man who would do the right thing if 
only he were not deathly afraid of failure. But first, 
Maivia would have to strip himself of the NOD’s 
power. That might not be out of the question, for a 
rift appears to be developing between Maivia and 
Faarooq. Faaroog clearly resents Maivia’s aggres- 
siveness in the clique, and a power struggle has 
ensued between the two. 

Were the NOD to fracture, Maivia would have lit- 
tle choice but to look at himself in the mirror. What 
he would find is a man who was too young to be a 
champ, too immature to handle the stardom. 

“He'd find someone who gave up too quickly,” 
added Sunny, who still has her sights on Maivia. 
“What Rocky lacked was direction and guidance. He 
needed to be patient, he needed to bide his time 


caused strife within the NOD, however. 


Maivia surprised many people by quickly making himself at home in the Nation of 
Domination. “The Rock’s” tendency to go against the wishes of Faaroog has 


“Stone-Cold” was stunned when Maivia’s open hand 
connected with the side of his face. To this day, 
Maivia’s basic instinct is to stay within the rules. If he 


weren't so fearful of the fans’ reaction to his failures, 
he’d probably be warring with the Nation of Domination. 


and slowly work his way back up the ranks. You 
don’t go calling the fans disrespectful to you just 
because you failed in the ring. That’s the story of 
Rocky. He’s even more yummy than before, 
though.” 

Maivia may still complain that Austin owes him 
the title belt; he may brag 
about a $2,000 watch. But 
inside his heart, Maivia lacks 
the one prize he must have to 
sustain himself as an athlete 
and public figure: the respect 
of the fans and his col- 
leagues. Though his black 
eyes bulge out when he is 


affronted, behind the veil of Fifi 
disbelief is a flame of pain. ey 
Maivia knows he is not the i“) 
people’s champion. Behind all h My 
his bluff, Maivia recognizes e 


he isn’t his own champion. He 
will always be remembered 
as a false champion whose 
belt was tossed in a river— 
unless he steps away from 
the NOD and becomes his 
own man. 

Until then, he is wrestling’s 
“weakest” tough guy. O 
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Bill Goldberg has won 
the respect of fans and 
wrestlers alike. 

He is also 
considered 
the hottest 


rookie in 


wrestling 
today. 
Then why do™ 
promoters groan 
when they hear 


his name? 
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By Dan Murphy 


\ HEN BILL GOLDBERG 

made his debut in WCW, 

a lot of fans and potential 
opponents wrote him off as an 
oversized rookie who had graduat- 
ed from the Steve Austin School of 
Attitude. After gaining victories 
over Scotty Riggs, Glacier and for- 
mer U.S. champion Steve Mc- 
Michael, however, Goldberg has 
gained popularity with his take-no- 
prisoners mentality and intensity. 
And potential opponents? 

Let’s just say they’re taking him 
more seriously. 

So seriously that it might dam- 
age Goldberg's career. 

PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED has 
learned that a number of wrestlers 
have refused to step into the ring 
with Goldberg. Despite making 
dozens of calls, we located only 
one WCW promoter who agreed to 
address the matter, although he 
refused to reveal names. 

“What you have here is this 
intense, incredibly powerful com- 
petitor who’s still in his rookie 
year,” promoter Elliot Murnick told 
PWI. “A wrestler with a bigger 
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name has nothing to gain and 
everything to lose by facing him. 
Other guys trying to break into the 
rankings don’t want to face him 
because he’s on such a hot streak 
right now and he’s only going to 
get a /ot better. It makes it a real 
nightmare trying to find big-name 
opponents for the guy.” 

Since so little is known about 
Goldberg, no one regards him as 
an enemy (other than McMichael) 
or an ally—just someone to avoid. 
The fans may cheer him, but 
Goldberg is certainly not a tradi- 
tional fan favorite. And Goldberg 
hasn’t exactly gone out of his way 
to make alliances. 

His entry into WCW has 
sparked a reaction similar to that of 
The Ultimate Warrior when he 
made his debut in the WWF. He 
may have the physical tools, but 
his motivation and specific career 
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This guy is more than just a 
brawler. Goldberg’s proficient use 
of his “jackhammer” finisher (left) 
and this well-timed dropkick (right) 
are evidence that the incredibly 
agile Goldberg is rapidly learning 
the basics. He is unwilling, howev- 
er, to reveal his entire repertoire. 


goals are unknown. The Warrior 
spent close to a year quietly win- 
ning matches and finally received 
a title shot when Intercontinental 
champion Honky Tonk Man made 
an open challenge for Summer- 
Slam ’88. Odds are, Goldberg 
won't receive that kind of opportu- 
nity anytime soon. 

What's a rookie to do? 

“| don’t normally advise this, but 
he’s got to start shooting his mouth 
off,” Murnick said. “Bill doesn’t 
really care who’s in the ring with 
him. He just wants to go in there 
and have his arm raised. If he real- 
ly wants to start getting some 
tougher opponents, he’s going to 
have to get under their skin a little. 
| don’t care how many times a guy 
says he doesn’t want to wrestle 
him. When a rookie starts running 
you down on national television, 
I’ve got a feeling people will start 


coming around.” 

Goldberg tried that tactic when 
he first arrived in WCW, leveling a 
challenge at fellow NFL alumnus 


Steve McMichael. When Mc- 
Michael hesitated, Goldberg further 
goaded the former Chicago Bear 
by pummeling him at Road Wild as 
a favor to McMichael’s estranged 
wife, Debra, then accepting 
“Mongo’s” Super Bowl ring as a 
reward. It was a desperate mea- 
sure by a desperate man. And it 
got him a match against McMichael 
at Starrcade ’97, the biggest WCW 
pay-per-view of the year. 

In fact, the WCW wrestlers seat- 
ed at ringside for the Sting-Hogan 
match watched Goldberg vs. 
McMichael almost as intently as 
they did the main event. It was 
their first chance to see Goldberg 
compete against one of the federa- 

(Continued on page 74) 
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MERCY KUAING 

IN LARBYLAND! 

Haw Bret’s Kaya 
od Saved Bischoiil 


Does MIKE TYSON know what he’s getting 
himself into at WrestleMania XIV? 
___ His presence will certainly make the event 
more exciting, but will he regret getting involved 
in what could be wrestling hell? ... ERIC 
BISCHOFF was lucky to survive the brutal 


thrashing he received from LARRY ZBYSZKO. 


- For that, he should thank BRET HART. 
The “Hitman’s” kayo brought a merciful end to 
the slaughter ... DEGENERATION X may 
seem unstoppable now, but a few wrestlers 
think they've found a way to end the juvenile 


onslaught—by eliminating the so-called weak 


link, HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 


All this—and much more— 
in the May 1998 issue of 
The Wrestler 
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OWEN HART is disillusioned, disgruntled, 
and disgusted. He must fight his brother’s 
enemies, including DEGENERATION X, 
all alone. Even worse, the WWF might be 
trying to screw another Hart ... “DIAMOND” 
DALLAS PAGE has won the U.S. title, but his 
problems are just beginning. Now he’s the 
target of the NWO and WCW ... 

Why is STEVE AUSTIN so popular? 

It's because he’s not a juvenile punk, a spoiled 
brat, or a gang thug. He’s a man among boys 
... LARRY ZBYSZKO, in our “Hotseat” 
interview, explains why the NWO has made’ 
him feel genuine hatred for the first time 


All this—and much more— 
in the May 1998 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 
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Each month, 

Pro WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
takes a close look at 
the latest developments 
in the most crucial battle 
in the sport’s history! 


vs. WCW war. Actually, a lot of superstar wres- 

tlers are. The hotter the war gets, the better off 
financially they could be. If you’re one of the top stars of 
either promotion and it’s coming time for you to negotiate a 
new contract, you’re in a very good position. If you don’t 
like the dollar figure you’re being offered by your current 
employer, you could always drop hints (or just come right 
out and tell him) that maybe a certain other rival company 
would be interested in your wrestling services once you’re 
available to negotiate. 

Don’t think a lot of wrestlers haven’t used this tactic in 
the last two or three years. And wouldn’t you do the same 
thing if you were in that position of power? 

But the reason we mention Hulk Hogan’s name in n thi 
context is that as of press time, he had not yet signed a new 
contract with WCW. 

There were different reports regarding his status in 
WCW going around at the time. One said that WWF offi- 
cials had already met with some of Hogan’s representatives 
and had matched a new contract offer recently made by 
WCW. Another said that while Hogan hadn’t signed a new 
long-term deal with WCW, he was still committed to 
appearances at several NWO/WCW pay-per-view events 
and that he was very likely to agree to a new long-term deal 
in the very near future. 

A lot of people close to this situation believe that Hogan 
is not likely to return to the WWF right now and that he is 
simply looking to get the most lucrative new WCW deal he 


ULK HOGAN SEEMS to be enjoying this WWF 


“J can’t understand how the USA Network continues to 
let the WWF get away with some of its graphic content. 
Vince McMahon did a few announcements saying that the 
WWF was just staying at the cutting edge of the entertain- 
ment industry, but these ‘cutting edge’ tactics are making 
diehard wrestling fans turn the channel.”—Janet Ridley, 
Los Angeles 


“Wrestling is finally popular again. If you don’t believe 
me, just look at the Nielsen ratings. Both Raw and Nitro 
have consistently beaten many prime time shows. It seems 
to me that more people watch wrestling on Monday nights 
than anything on the WB Network.”—Kevin Tucker, 
Modesto, CA 
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VOICE OF THE FANS — 


possibly can, but think about just how important a decision 
this is for him and for all the other parties involved. WCW 
is still consistently beating the WWF in the ratings on 
Monday nights, and so far the ratings for Thunder on 
Thursday have been very good. However, the ratings for 
Raw Is War are still quite good, so no one’s ei Nal Vince 
McMahon out. 

Put Hogan on Raw Is War every Monday night and 
watch the ratings skyrocket. And if Hogan were to return to 
the WWF, how many other stars would follow him once 
they were legally able to do so? A lot of big-name wrestlers 
still want to be where Hogan is. 


Date Rating Households Main Event 


Wi2 «(3.4 2.49 mil. Mankind-Goldust 
WN2 3.29 mil. Hall/Nash-Steiners 


uy 19 2.85 iil, Johnson-Maivia 
0 1N9 45 3.25mi. Hogar-Giant 


1726 3.5 
1/2647 


35 = 251 mil, ‘Chainsaw-Cactus F 
49 3.53 mil ‘Luger-Savage 


shapesbeaiiss Nitro—3.32; Raw—2.67 


2.51 mil. 
3.39 mil. 


Hart-Goldust 
Luger-Hall 


2 


“For the first time in ages I have actually found myself 
enjoying Raw. Steve Austin has singlehandedly turned that 
show into something worth watching. His rants and antics 
are the what makes Monday my favorite day of the 
week.” —Billy Ergson, Madison, WI 


“WCW’s prime time expansion isn’t fair to the wrestling 
fans. Now, besides adding Thunder to TBS, WCW added 
another hour to Nitro, making it a total of five hours of live 
wrestling during the week. This is just too much to watch. 
It’s bad enough I can’t get my son to do his homework on 
Monday nights. Now he refuses to do it on Thursday nights, 
too. Thank you, WCW, for another headache.”—Margaret 
Whitley, Roanoke, VA 


WANT 
THE BEST? 


THE FUTURE OF WRESTLING 
IS HERE! 


WITH OVER 20,000 GAMES SOLD WORLDWIDE ; = : 
CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY IS THE BEST! Brainstorm and his friends would 
Champions of the Galaxy has been wrestling’s hottest like to welcome you to the GWF! 


card game for eleven years! It’s only the most realistic game 
federation of all time! And we've added new game editions 
that have taken the game to an even higher level! 

You play with wrestler playing cards, action charts and 
dice! You're the head promoter and there are over 200 awe- 
some wrestlers of the future at you fingertips! Each wres- 
tler playing card features a fantastic drawing on one side 
and offensive moves and game stats on the other side! 

Everything that happens on the WCW, WWE or RCW 
happens in Champions of the Galaxy wrestling game! 
There’s managers, valets, deadly special matches, talk 
show hosts... you name it! And you control all the action! 
You can even create your own wrestlers! 


VISIT CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY AT: 
www.iop.com/gwf 

AND THE CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY CONTEST AT: 

WHOO! The Wrestling Site at www.whoowrestling.com 


] : : 
y Please mark the box for the order you wish to receive. 


Please send the game editions I've marked to: | 
5 C] CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY — FIRST EDITION - a 
i Features Star Warrior and Thantos. Includes everything you'll need to Name : 
i play the game, such as dice, action charts, instruction booklet, and 24 Address a 
- MALES ET DIARIR CATS .. viiatessbyeciicatconrs unica ierierae tent eaten’ $15 City/State/Zip ___ ' 
1 (] FIVE GAME EDITIONS — First edition plus the next four editions! Mail this coupon with a Ai oot Weer ee 
r i check or money order to: for delivery a 
Over 60 wrestler playing cards plus five game books! y Write to Filsinger i 
; Includes Bishop Hell! ...........cscsssssssssessssseesssesesesesessnssses Special Price - $45 Filsinger Games Games for a free i 
P.O. Box 3493 flier containing 1 
: OC ALL TWENTY GAME EDITIONS — Over 200 wrestler playing Jamestown, NY 14702-3493 more information a 
i cards plus twenty game books! Includes Paragon and Brainstorm! ' a 
Plus a free special matches book with more than FOC Oo to tok tok ok ek tok tok i 
i 15 wild matches! ........... ssced Yaka sok ora doce javentivage aeicetat Special Price - $129 ORDERS FROM OUTSIDE THE U.S, ARE WELCOME! i 
i S AVE OVER $100 All foreign orders must be paid for in US currency Overseas orders. add an 
| ' additional 15% for postage and handling New York orders add 7% sales tax 
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I HAVE A QUESTION! As a per- 
son who spends his life inside a steel 
cage, I’m always thinking about 
things that the average person doesn’t 
think about. By average, I mean the 
person who doesn’t spend his life 
inside a steel cage. This year’s “PWI 


Poll” was pretty good. I enjoyed read- 
ing the responses to the questions. The 
respondents weren't required to sign 
or put their names on the ballots, so I 
spent a good deal of time trying to fig- 
ure out which response came from 
Dusty Rhodes. 


Finally, I figured it out: It had to be 
the one that was covered with barbe- 
cue stains. 

The one with lipstick smeared on 
the edges: Goldust? Of course. 

And the one with all the eraser 
marks and scribbles, as if the respon- 
dent couldn’t make up his mind. Had 
to be J.J. Dillon, the new waffle king 
of wrestling. 

The one with “NWO 4 Life” spray- 
painted on the back must have come 
from Eric Bischoff. 

Okay, I’m just kidding. There was 
no ballot returned with “NWO 4 Life” 
spray-painted on the back. However, 
the one from Bischoff had to be the 
one with hair gel smeared all over it. 
Bischoff is the king of hair gel. 

Anyway, there’s a purpose to this 
column. The purpose is that last year 
in this space, I asked a lot of questions 
that weren’t asked in the “PW/I Poll.” 
Not surprisingly, once again they were 
not asked in the “PW/ Poll.” However, 
several wrestlers and insiders were 


Which wrestler is most frequently approached by women on the road? That wasn’t a question in this 
year's “PW/ Poll,” but if it had been, Ric Flair’s name probably would have come up a lot. 
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kind enough to offer their 
answers to some of my ques- 
tions. They wrote them on 
the back of this year’s poll. 

Now that means two 
things to me: 

1. Some of these “insid- 
ers” have a lot of time on 
their hands, Maybe they’re 
not inside enough. 

2. These people either 
save their old copies of PWI 
or they have long memories, 
because I have never again 
brought up these questions. 
Obviously, they remem- 
bered, did some research, 
and decided to help me out. 
For that, I thank them. 

Scribbled in No, 2 pencil 
on the back of one response 
were the answers to the fol- 
lowing questions: 

Which wrestler is most frequently 
approached by women on the road? 
“Ric Flair. Ladies seem to love his 
hair.” 

Why is popcorn at wrestling 
matches and all sporting events so 
expensive? “Because wrestlers’ con- 
tracts are expensive.” 

Do you resent Ted Turner’s in- 


ian? 


volvement with wrestling? “What in-: 


volvement?” 

Do you resent Jane Fonda’s in- 
volvement with Ted Turner? “What 
involvement?” 

On the back of another response, 
this time typed neatly: 

Is Hulk Hogan laughing all the way 
to the bank? “Hysterically.” 

What size suits does Tony 
Schiavone wear? “A few sizes too 
small.” 

Who is wrestling’s sexiest journal- 
ist? “Journalists aren’t sexy.” 

Which wrestler has the worst body 
odor? “The Blue Meanie.” 

Anyway, I was so touched by 
these responses—the effort, the 
care—that I’ve come up with some 
more questions that I’d like to have 
answered. I’ll be looking for the 
answers on the backs of next year’s 
responses. 

1. In the phrase, “NWO 4 Life,” 
why did they use the number 4 instead 


One question we did ask this year related to the job 
performance of WCW Executive Committee 
Chairman J.J, Dillon. Dave Rosenbaum wants to 
know more about Dillon, though. 
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of writing out the word “for.” I could 
understand it with The Four Horsemen 
(4 Horsemen—there usually were 
exactly four Horsemen) but not with 
the NWO, which has more than four 
members. By doing this, the NWO is 
teaching our children improper 
English. The proper usage is “NWO 
For Life.” 

2. What does DeGeneration X 
mean? 

3. What is a Nation of Domination? 

4. Is J.J. Dillon blind or just stupid? 

5. When did Bobby Heenan lose 
his spine? 

6. Why is Brandi Mankiewicz such 
a bitter young woman? 

7. Are Debra McMichael and Steve 
McMichael getting divorced? 

8. Elizabeth and Randy Savage— 
what’s up with them? Are they to- 
gether or not? Did they attempt a rec- 
onciliation? I mean, it must be hard 
for Savage to date when his former 
wife is always around. Ditto for 
Elizabeth. 

9. We haven’t seen Dusty Rhodes’ 
splotch in a long time (thankfully). 
Has it gotten bigger? Is the splotch 
also a member of the NWO? 

10, Okay, here’s a pet peeve ques- 
tion: How come TV announcers are 
always promoting a pay-per-view dur- 
ing the pay-per-view, even though 


there’s no reason to tout the pay-per- 
view to viewers because, obviously, 
they’ve already bought it? During 
Starrcade, Schiavone kept telling us 
what a great event this was and how 
history was being made, as if he 
expected us to call our cable compa- 
nies and say, “Okay, you got me. I’d 
like to pay for Starrcade again.” Are 
these guys so tuned in to hyperbole 
and promotion that they can’t turn it 
off even after the card begins? 

11, Now that we have Nitro, 
Thunder, and Raw, does anybody still 
watch WCW Saturday Night? Any- 
body except Bill Apter, that is. 

12, What is it going to say on Bill 
Apter’s grave? 

13. Who’s the wrestling fan, Regis 
or Kathie Lee? 

14, Was President Clinton an apart- 
ment wrestling fan? 

And finally, one more question for 
you to ponder: When Scott Hall looks 
in the mirror, does he see Scott Hall or 
does he still see Razor Ramon? ia 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


Jim Cornette, Jeff Jarrett, Barry Windham, and 

The Rock ’n’ Roll Express in the WWF. 
Stranger yet, they are operating under the banner of 
the NWA. 

The NWA, of course, was once affiliated with 
WCW, and WCW still traces the history of its World 
title back to the early days of the NWA. But it’s not 
part of the NWA anymore. The WWF doesn’t need to 
be identified With tHe pce 
NWA, either. But Cornette 
has other plans. 

Obviously, his overall 
influence in the sport had 
been waning for several 
years. Once one of the 
most powerful men in the 
sport—and in the NWA, 
actually—he had been 
relegated to the role of 
part-time broadcaster and 
all-around buffoon. This 
master tag team strategist 
became a master of the 
one-liner. 

It was time, Cornette 
decided, to shake things 
up, to prove he still could 
be a vital influence in a 
sport that had for the 
most part stopped listen- 
ing to him. He had to pull 
off something big, some- 


|i STRANGE IT was to see the alliance of 
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thing as big as the NWO’s invasion of WCW. 

So, the NWA “invaded” the WWF. 

Point man in said invasion is Jeff Jarrett, who is 
billed as something called the NWA North American 
champion by virtue of a victory over Barry Windham 
(on WWF TV) in December. NWA President Howard 
Brody sanctioned that match as being for the NWA 
North American title, but as far as I’m concerned, if a 
promoter just decides on the spur of the moment that 
a match is going to be for a vacant title, that title can’t 
mean all that much. If it did, wouldn’t the promoter 
want to hold a tournament and invite some of the best 
in the sport to compete for it? You know, make a big 
deal of the whole thing? 

But WWF broadcasters acknowledge Jarrett as 
NWA North American champion, and that’s a start 
for Cornette, whose next task was to find some 
backup for Jarrett. For that, he turned to a most 
unlikely quarter. 

Rick Morton and Robert Gibson, The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express, were one of the finest tag teams of the 
1980s. They’re still pretty good, capable of a strong 
effort now and again. They were also something else: 
mortal enemies of James E. Cornette (save for a brief 
alliance between the two parties in Smoky Mountain a 
few years ago). The Rock ’n’ Rolls’ most vicious feuds 
came against Cornette’s Midnight Express and, 
Heavenly Bodies. Those who followed the NWA then 
remember the hatred Cornette expressed for Morton 
and Gibson. 

Let bygones be bygones, all three men insist now. 
Today we're united for the glory of the NWA. 

(Continued on page 62) 
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Jim Cornette and The Rock ’n’ Roll Express are a united force again. They’re trying to stir up 
trouble in the WWF under the NWA banner. So far they've only done minimal damage, but give 
them time. 


R_F Video Presents... 


Bloodbaths, Brawls and Women 


Here they are...The best and the bloodiest 
bouts from the legendary ECW. Now all 
the table-smashing, skull-splitting 
mayhem of the world’s most extreme 
wrestling league is yours to own and 
watch whenever you want. Over 10,000 
Saavy fans receive the RF Video Update 
each month, and these are the top-rated 
tapes. Check ‘em out during this special 
introductory offer, and find out what 
makes ‘em so hot. 

ECW TY 16 Sandman ys, Cactus Jack (3 
matches), Raven vs. Dreamer, Melanie vs. 
Guerrero, Benoit and Melanie vs. Mikey and 
Norman Smiley, Raven and Richards vs. 
Dreamer and Mikey. 


ECW TV 17 Sandman vs. Cactus (Barbed 
Wire Match), Sandman ys. Shane Douglas, 
Beulah vs, Luna Vachon, Public Enemy vs. 
Pitbulls, and the ECW debut of the Gangstas. 


ECW TV 18 Raven and Richards beating 
Public Enemy for the Tag Titles, Taz vs. 2 Cold 
Scorpio, Taz and Eddy Guerrero vs. Melanie 
and Scorpio (twice), Cactus and Dreamer and 
Pitbulls vs. Rayen and Richards and Dudleys. 
Cactus and Melanie and Scorpio ys. Steiner 
and Guerrero, Public Enemy ys. Gangstas. 


ECW TV 20 Melanie vs. Guerrero (Final 
ECW Match), Francine ys. Beulah (Cat Fight), 
Raven and Richards vs. Pitbulls, Steiners vs. 
Scorpio and Benoit, Raven and Richards ys. 
Pitbulls (Double Dog Collar Match). 


ECW TV 21 Steiner and Taz vs. Eliminators 
and Scorpio, Steve Austin imitating Hulk 
Hogan, Rey Misterio Jr. Vs. Psicosis (twice), 
Public Enemy and Mikey vs. Sandman and 
Scorpio and New Jack (Cage Match). 


ECW TV 22 Public Enemy vs. Gangstas, Taz 
and Rick Steiners vs. Eliminators. Cactus ys. 
Dreamer, Misterio Jr. and Konnan ys. LaParka 
and Psicosis, Sandman vs. Mikey. 


ECW TY 23 Cactus and Raven ys. Dreamer 
and Funk, Heavenly Bodies debut in ECW, 
Konnan ys, Jason, Mikey ys. Misterio Jr., Steve 
Austin ys. Mikey (twice), Sabu return to ECW. 
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ECW TV 24 Steve Austin and Mikey and 
Sandman (3 way dance), Misterio Jr. Vs. 
Psicosis (Mexican Death Match), Raven vs. 
Dreamer, Public Enemy vs. Heavenly Bodies, 
Shane Douglas returns to ECW. 


ECW TV 25 Eliminators ys. 91] and Rey 
Misterio Jr., Konnan vs. Sandman (Bloodbath). 
Sabu vs. Steve Richards, Rob Van Dam vs. Ax] 
Rotten, Scorpio ys. Mikey, Sabu vs. Van Dam, 
Misterio Jr, ys. Juventud Guerrera, Headhunt- 
ers return, Sandman vs. Raven. 


ECW TY 26 Raven and Richards vs. Dreamer 
and Douglas, Brian Pillman debuts in ECW. 
Headhunters vs. Bruise Brothers, Raven vs. 
Douglas (Pillman runs in). Sabu vs. Scorpio, 
Eliminators and Richards vs. Pitbulls and 
Francine (Triple Dog Collar Match). ~ 


ECW TV 27 Headhunters vs. Gangstas, 
Cactus vs. Chris Jericho, Misterio Jr. vs. 
Guerrera (2 matches), Cactus vs. Mikey 
(Cactus’ last ECW match). Gangstas - 
Eliminators Brawl) 


ECW TY 28 Raven and Bruise Brothers vs. 
Dreamer, Douglas and Sandman. Sabu ys. 
Mikey, Taz vs. Jericho, Pitbulls and Dreamer 
vs. Bruises and lee, Dreamer vs. Lee, Raven vs, 
Douglas. 


ECW TV 29 Sabu vs VanDam, Douglas ys. 
Scorpio, Taz vs. Scorpio, Jericho vs. Mikey, 
Jericho vs. Scorpio, Eliminators and Lee vs. 
Dreamer and Gangstas. 


ECW TV 30 Brian Lee and Bruise Brothers 
vs. Dreamer and Pitbulls, Raven vs. Pitbull 2, 
VanDam ys. Mikey, Douglas vs. Pitbull 2, 
Sandman vs Richards. 


ECW TY 31 Jericho vs. Pitbull #2, Dreamer 
vs. Lee (Weapons Match), Gangstas ys. 
Eliminators, Sabu vs. VanDam, Eliminators vs, 
Sabu and Mikey, Jerico vs. Douglas vs. Pitbull 
#2 vs. Scorpio (4 Way Dance). 


ECW TY 32 Sabu vs. Louie Spicolli, 
Sandman vs. Richards, Eliminators vs. Okano 
and Yamada, Dreamer vs. Raven from Japan, 
Shane Douglas ys. Pitbull #2, and a 4-way 
dance for the Tag Titles. 
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ECW TV 33 Doug urnas vs. VanDam, Taz vs. 
Dreamer, Lee vs. Terry Gordy (Bad Street 
Match), Dudley vs. Ax! and D-von Dudley. 


ECW TV 34 Sabu and VanDam ys. Furnas 
and Kroffat ( 30 minute draw) Taz vs. Johnny 
Smith, Eliminators and Lee vs, Dreamer and 
Gordy and Steve Williams, Douglas vs. Pitbull 
#2, Lee and Richards vs. Dreamer and 
Sandman (Ultimate Jeopardy). 


ECW TY 35 Jericho ys. Scorpio, Eliminators 
vs. Gangstas, Taz vs. Guido (Shoot Fight), 
Sandman vs. Scorpio, Douglas vs. Dreamer, 
Sabu and VanDam vs. Kroffat and Furnas. 


ECW TY 36 ECW Royal Rumble, Douglas 
and Francine vs. Dreamer and Beulah, Taz vs. 
VanDam, Rayen vs. Mikey, Raven v. Sandman, 
Candito vs. VanDam. 


ECW TY 37 Gangstas ys. Morton and Rich, 
Rayen vs. Sandman (Texas Death Match), 
Raven ys. Sandman (Hair vs. Belt), Raven vs, 
Steve Williams, Funk vs. Brian Lee. 


ECWTY 38 Funk vs. Tommy Rich, Sabu and 
VanDam vs. Eliminators (Tables and Ladders), 
Dudleys vs. Gangstas, Funk and Dreamer vs 
Lee and Raven, Lance Storm vs. Balls 
Mahoney. 


ECW TV 39 Taz vs. VanDam, Funk vs. Brian 
Lee, Balls vs. Sandman (Twice), Funk vs. Axl 
Rotten, Sabu vs. Spike Dudley, Raven and 
Shane vs. Dreamer and Funk, Great Sasuke 
and Hamada and nanina ys Taka and Men’s 
Tech and Dick Togo (Michinoku Pro G-Man). 


ECW TV 40 Preview of “Barely Legal”, 
Eliminators vs. Dudleys vs. Gangstas (3 Way 
Dance), Video clips of “Barely Legal”, Rob 
Van Dam ys. Pitbull #2, and the Evolution of 
Mr. Monday Night. 


ECW TY 41 Gangstas vs. Dudleys vs. 
Eliminators ( 3 Way Dance), Bam Bam 
Bigelows return to ECW, Rude’s debut as TV 
commentator, Sabu and Van Dam ys. Taz and 
Candito, Dreamer vs. Spicolli, Sandman vs. 
Balls, Raven and Richards vs. Funk and 
Dreamer. 
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Certainly a lot of time 
has passed, but how much 
can be forgotten? Ap- 
parently a lot. 

So there are Morton and 
Gibson, at ringside cheer- 
ing on Jarrett. In one crucial 
match, Jarrett’s foe was 
Blackjack Bradshaw, who 
was accompanied by 
Windham. At first, | thought 
Windham was Blackjack 
Mulligan. But no, it was 
Barry Windham, looking 
amazingly like his father. 

After Jarrett dispatched 
Bradshaw—with help from 
the. Rock ’n’ Rolls—Wind- 
ham turned against his pro- 
tege and “joined” Cornette’s 
version of the NWA. Of 
course, he’d probably been 
a member for several days, 
but Cornette needed some- 
thing dramatic so he could announce to the world that 
the NWA was set to do major damage in the WWF. 

My first reaction is that Cornette is dreaming if he 
truly believes his gang will have the impact on the 
WWF that the NWO has had on WCW. The NWO sent 
a federation into turmoil; the NWA is barely a blip on 
the screen right now. There’s so much else going on 
in the WWF that most people aren’t all that worried 
about what Cornette does. 

Cornette is intelligent enough to realize that if 
he wants to become a major player again, he’s 
going to have to be patient and do this thing right. 
He may be content to start his army on a small 
scale and slowly build support. After all, there are 
several WWF stars with NWA roots, and they may 
at some time feel compelled to wrestle under the 
old banner again. 

A more immediate problem for Cornette is keeping 
his current group united. Jarrett, Windham, Morton, 
.and Gibson all are very potent personalities. Recall 
that Windham and Cornette didn’t get along well in 
their former NWA days, either. At the moment, 
Cornette is getting away with convincing these men 
they’re on the verge of something big. Cornette may 
be patient, but most pro wrestlers are notoriously 
overanxious to see results. 

Even if they remain united for the short term, it 
could be hard for them to maintain focus. By com- 
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Barry Windham (shown clotheslining Savio Vega) believes so strongly in what Cornette is try- 
ing to do that he ditched his tag team partner, Justin Bradshaw. 


plaining that there’s not enough wrestling on 
wrestling shows anymore, Cornette has picked a 
fight with the entire WWF, and that’s a lot of terri- 
tory to cover. He and his cohorts would do well to 
target certain wrestlers. They’d make their point 
quicker. 

Amazingly, they are in a position to make a point. 
At the beginning of this decade, the WWF would not 
have even acknowledged the existence of the NWA. 
Now that WCW has surpassed the WWF as the pre- 
mier wrestling organization in the United States, the 
federations recognize that there is indeed life on other 
wresiling planets. 

For Cornette, that is the opening he needed. He got 
his start as a manager at a young age, and he’s still a 
relatively young man. Despite his high opinion of him- | 
self, he remains one of the most incisive people in 
wrestling. He has plenty of expertise to pass on, even 
to veterans like Jarrett and Windham. 

Morton and Gibson know a lot about that expertise. 
They were victimized by it hundreds of times. And 
while their best days are behind them, they are deter- 
mined to demonstrate that they still should be taken 
seriously. 

What’s next? Will Music City Wrestling invade 
ECW? Will the Century Wrestling Alliance invade New 
Japan? Seems anything could happen. ; 

But don’t ask Cornette. He’s currently occupied. [1] 
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CALIFORNIA 


HAYWARD—AII-Pro Wrestling at the Pacific 
Coast Sports Training Facility: El Chicano Flame 
& Frank Murdoch beat Rick Turner & Jay 
Smooth ... Donovan Morgan beat Boom Boom 
Comini ... Steve Rizzono & Dick Grimes defeat- 
ed Vic Grimes & Erin O'Grady ... Michael 
Modest defeated Tony Jones ... Max Justice 
defeated Robert Thompson, 
(01-03-98) 

—Jeremy Medeiros 


CONNECTICUT 


NEW BRITAIN—Extreme Championship 
Wrestling at The Sting: Chris Candido beat Jerry 
Lynn ... Justin Credible beat Chris Chetti ... Al 
Snow beat Paul Diamond ... Brakus beat 
Danny Morrison ... TV champion Taz defeated 
Super Nova ... Tommy Dreamer, Ax! Rotten, & 
B. Mahoney beat Tommy Rich, Tracey 
Smothers, & Little Guido ... Buh Buh Ray, D- 
Von, & “Big” Dick Dudley beat New Jack, John 
Kronus, & Spike Dudley ... Bam Bam Bigelow 
beat Rob Van Dam ... Sabu beat The Sandman. 
(01-09-98) 

—Dawn Urbani 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


WASHINGTON—WCW Starrcade pay-per-view at 
the MCI Center: Cruiserweight champion Eddy 
Guerrero pinned Dean Malenko ... Vincent, 
Scott Norton, & Randy Savage (with Elizabeth) 
beat Ray Traylor & Rick & Scott Steiner (with 
Ted DiBiase) when Savage pinned Scott Steiner 
... Bill Goldberg pinned Steve McMichael ... 
Perry Saturn beat Chris Benoit by submission 
.. “Buff” Bagwell pinned Lex Luger ... 
“Diamond” Dallas Page pinned U.S. champion 
Curt Hennig to win the title ... Larry Zbyszko 
beat Eric Bischoff (Bret Hart was the special 
quest referee) ... Sting defeated World champ 
Hulk Hogan to win the belt. 
(12-28-97) 

—Maitthew Duffield 
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FLORIDA 


DAYTONA BEACH—WCW's Thunder at the 
Ocean Center: Randy Savage beat Chris Adams 
by reverse decision disqualification ... Rick 
Martel beat Louie Spicolli ... Hiroyoshi Tenzan 
beat Michiyoshi Ohara ... Ric Flair beat Chris 
Jericho ... The Giant defeated Meng ... Bill 
Goldberg pinned Steve McMichael ... Rick & 
Scott Steiner defeated Konnan & “Buff” 
Bagwell ... Ray Traylor beat Scott Hall ... 
Juventud Guerrera pinned cruiserweight champi- 
on Ultimo Dragon to win the belt ... Lex Luger 
beat Scott Norton ... U.S. champ “Diamond” 
Dallas Page beat Kevin Nash by disqualification 
... Sting defeated Hulk Hogan by submission. 
(01-08-98) 

—Matthew Duttield 


GEORGIA 


ATLANTA—WCW Monday Nitro at the Georgia 
Dome: U.S. champion “Diamond” Dallas Page 
pinned Chris Jericho ... Bill Goldberg beat 
Stevie Ray ... John Nord defeated The Barbarian 
... Juventud Guerrera pinned Psicosis ... TV 
champion Booker T beat Prince laukea .., Rick & 
Scott Steiner & Ray Traylor beat Buff Bagwell, 
Konnan, & Scott Norton ... Rick Martel beat 
Brad Armstrong ... Perry Saturn & Scotty Riggs 
defeated Chris Benoit & Steve McMichael ... Lex 
Luger pinned Randy Savage. 
(01-05-98) 

—Matthew Duffield 


WHITE—NAWA at the White Gym: Terry Lawler 
beat Kid Ego by disqualification ... Billy Love & C.C. 
Devlin wrestled to a draw ... Georgia heavyweight 
champion Dusty Dotson pinned Scott Prater ... 
Intercontinental champion Colt Rivers beat David 
Young by disqualification ... Joel Deaton & Billy 
Black wrestled to a double-disqualification, 
(01-03-98) 

—Johin DeGarmo 


DORAVILLE—War Zone Wrestling at the 
International Ballroom: John Phoenix beat El 
Bandito Il ... Dango beat Prime Time Brian ... 
Dusty Dotson defeated Terry Lawler ... The 
Dreaded Alliance defeated tag team champions 
The Infernos for the belts in a dog-collar match 
... TV champion Ruckus beat Bulldog Raines ... 
Recon and Billy Black wrestled to a no-contest. 
(12-26-97) 

—Greg Bradford 


ILLINOIS 


ROSEMONT—WWF at the Rosemont Horizon: 
The Disciples of Apocalypse defeated Los 
Boricuas ... Marc Mero pinned Scott Taylor ... 
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Henry & Phineas Godwinn beat The 
Headbangers in a country whipping match ... 
Ken Shamrock beat European champ Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley in a non-title match ... The 
Undertaker defeated World champ Shawn 
Michaels by disqualification ... World tag team 
champs Jesse James & Billy Gunn defeated 
The New Blackjacks ... Goldust pinned Flash 
Funk ... Kane pinned Vader ... Steve Austin & 
Dude Love beat Rocky Maivia & D-Lo Brown. 
(12-26-97), 

—Jim Roberts 


MARYLAND 


HAGERSTOWN—House of Pain Wrestling 
Federation at the House of Pain: Fumar & 
Aidiean beat Austin Hunter & Mike Golden Seal 
... Grunger Violator pinned Prof. Egon Ecton ... 
Flex Fenom pinned Biggs after Blackhawk inter- 
fered ... John Rambo defeated Gutterboy by 
submission ,.. K.R. Combs pinned Blackhawk ... 
Cruiserweight champ Perfect Creation defeated 
Hurricane Holmes ... Heavyweight champ 
Skank defeated Jack Hammer .., Gutterboy 
won a battle royal. 
(01-06-98) 

—Michael J, DiMuzio 


HAGERSTOWN—HOPWF at the House of Pain: 
Blackhawk pinned Deviously E. Jim ... Randy 
the Violator pinned Gutterboy ... Shorty Smalls 
wrestled Slickyboy to a draw ... John Rambo 
pinned heavyweight champ Skank. According to a 
prematch stipulation, Skank must now take Biggs’ 
mother to dinner in a limo ... Biggs pinned Bubba 
Nuckols ... The Perfect Creation pinned cruiser- 
weight champ Fumar to win the title ... Prof. Egon 
Ecton defeated R.C. Luv’n by countout. 
(12-23-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


BALTIMORE—Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation 
at Teamsters Hall: A.C. Golden beat Chain Gang 
|... The Darkside Demons defeated The Love 
Connection ... Danny Rose pinned Bobby Starr 
... Lucifer beat Chain Gang II... The Bodacious 
Pretty Boy pinned Flex Wheeler ... A.J. Fritzoid 
beat Jonathon Luvstruck ... Gino Caruso 
defeated The Flamingo Kid ... Morgus the 
Maniac pinned Billy Reil ... Bad Crew wrestled 
Marvelous Inc. to a no-contest ... Samu pinned 
The Metal Maniac. 
(01-04-98) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


MICHIGAN 


INKSTER—ECW at the Recreational Center: 
Justin Credible defeated Chris Chetti ... The 
Blue Meanie defeated Jason ... TV champ Taz 


defeated Super Nova... Axl Rotten, 8. Mahoney, 
& Tommy Dreamer defeated The Full-Blooded 
Italians ... Bam Bam Bigelow defeated Jerry 
Lynn ... Al Snow defeated Paul Diamond ... Rob 
Van Dam beat Doug Furnas .., Buh Buh Ray & 
D-Von Dudley beat Spike Dudley & New Jack ... 
Sabu defeated The Sandman. 
(01-02-98) 

—Shawn Garrison 


MISSOURI 
ST. LOUIS—Mississippi Valley Wrestling Alliance 
at Occasions Party Place: Matt Taylor pinned 
Viper ... Ricky Royal defeated John Blackheart 
by countout ... Derek Davis defeated Chris 
Knight by disqualification ... Sabre beat Richard 
Davis ... Bama Bodine beat The Punisher ... 
The Bad Boys beat Brent Bonham & 0.G. 
Stevie B ... Little Mo Dee beat Billy Bob in a 
weapons match, 
(01-10-98) 

—Donna Moore 


NEW JERSEY 
BLACKWOOD—ECW at the CYO; The Great 
Sasuke defeated Tiger Mask ... Paul Diamond 
defeated Adam Flash ... Doug Furnas & Phil 
Lafon defeated Jerry Lynn & Chris Chetti ... 
Justin Credible beat Super Nova ... Al Snow 
pinned Lance Storm ... Axl Rotten, B. 
Mahoney, & Tommy Dreamer beat Tracey 
Smothers, Little Guido, & Tommy Rich ... TV 
champ Taz wrestled Sabu to a 30-minute time- 
limit draw .... Buh Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley 
defeated New Jack & Spike Dudley ... The 
Sandman pinned Rob Van Dam when Sabu’s 
attempted interference backfired, 
(12-27-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


MARLBORO—Empire Wrestling Alliance at the 
Grand Slam Recreation Auditorium: Prof. 
Theodore Eacher & Johnny Force defeated 
Derik & Bobby of The New Wave ... Biggie Big 
beat The Menace in a falls-count-anywhere match 
to win. the iron man title ... Lord Zieg defeated 
Genicyde ... The Slayer beat Lt. Warhead by dis- 
qualification ... Matthew T. Storm beat The 
Equalizer to win the North American title ... The 
Icon beat John Dahmer ... Gene Reagan defeat- 
ed Darren Ryan ... Tag team champs The 
Reckless Bullies beat Wayne Woo & Dr. Hurtz ... 
Dom Devita won a 22-man battle royal. 
(12-27-97) 

—Dawn Urbani 


MOUNT HOLLY—NWA at the Armory: Lupus 
defeated Kevin Knight ... Steve Corino beat Rik 
Ratchet by disqualification ... The Misfits beat 
Ray Odyssey & Gemini to win the AWC tag belts 
... The Great Caruso pinned Joe Rules ... 
Reckless Youth beat Twiggy Ramirez ... Tom 
Brandi pinned Patch, 
(12-27-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


NEW YORK 

NEW YORK—WWF al Madison Square Garden: 
Light heavyweight champ Taka Michinoku 
pinned Brian Christopher ... The Godwinns 
beat The Headbangers in a country whipping 
match ... Tom Brandi beat Marc Mero (with 
Sable) by disqualification ... Ken Shamrock beat 
Faaroog ... The Undertaker & The Legion of 
Doom beat Shawn Michaels & The New Age 
Outlaws in a cage match ... Vader defeated 
Goldust ... Kane beat Chainz ... Cactus Jack & 


Steve Austin beat Rocky Maivia & D-Lo Brown 
in a falls-count-anywhere match. 
(01-10-98) 

—Frank Vitucci 


QUEENS—Long Island Wrestling Federation at 
Martin Luther High School: Tiger Khan wrestled 
Pelligro to a draw ... Laithon, Mongol Luv, & 
Chief Tango defeated Giggles, Shaolin, & Cold 
Hard Cash ... Cousin Luke defeated Ax by dis- 
qualification ... Laithon won a 15-man battle royal 
to become top seed in a tournament for the LIWF 
heavyweight title in February ... The Power 
Company defeated Pittsburgh Steel Team, Ace 
Darling & Devon Storm, and Rocky Shore & Mr. 
Grimm in a four-way match to win the tag team 
title ... Christopher Michaels and Don Rock 
wrestled to a double-disqualification ... Teddy the 
Tank & Lucifer beat Generation Swine ... 
Spanish Angel beat Kid USA ... King Kong 
Bundy defeated Bohemuth. 
(12-27-97) 

—Breit Schwan 


ELMHURST—ECW at the Elks Lodge: The Great 
Sasuke beat Tiger Mask ... Jerry Lynn beat 
Chris Chetti ,.. Justin Credible beat Tommy 
Dreamer ... Tag team champs Chris Candido & 
Lance Storm beat Axl Rotten & B. Mahoney and 
Tracey Smothers & Little Guido in a three-way 
dance ,., Buh Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley defeated 
Spike Dudley & New Jack ... Taz, The Sandman, 
Tommy Dreamer, & Al Snow beat Doug Furnas, 
Phil Lafon, Sabu, & Rob Van Dam. 
(12-26-97) 

—Bill Harper 


NORTH CAROLINA 
LINCOLNTON—Pro Wrestling Federation at the 
Armory: Krush defeated Flaming Youth ... 
Junior heavyweight champ Cruel Connection Il 
beat Black Angel ... Ripper & Manny 
Fernandez beat The Breeze & Super Ninja ... 
The Bodyguard defeated Masked Maniac ... 
Tag team champs George South & Italian 
Stallion defeated The Black Dragons. 
(01-10-98) 

—Brock Chandler 


FOREST CITY—PWF at the Armory: Flaming 
Youth beat Super Brat .,. Junior heavyweight 
champ Cruel Connection II defeated The Breeze 
... The Bodyguard beat Max Cortez & Texas 
Outlaw in a handicap match ... Krush beat Black 
Angel ... Tag team champs George South & 
Italian Stallion beat Ripper & Black Dragon Il in 
a weapons match. 
(01-09-98) 

—Brock Chandler 


ELKIN—AIWF at the Armory: Kodiak and Steve 
Niles wrestled to a double-countout ... Red 
Scorpion beat Techno Dragon ... Jumpin’ 
Jimmy & Luscious Kevin defeated The 
American Eagle & Gemini ... The Tennessee 
Violence Authority defeated The Phantoms ... 
Light heavyweight champ Jackie Anderson beat 
J.T. Sledge ... Tag team champs The Biker 
Outlaws defeated Terminator X & Neil Leathers 
... Major Havoc defeated Bodycount ... Johnny 
Reb beat U.S. champ Brian Danzig for the belt. 
(01-03-98) 

—Dean Puckett 


RAEFORD—NWA 2000 Wrestling at the Armory: 
Diablos Macabre & Otto Schwanz beat Billy 
Reil & Kid America ... Timber defeated C.W. 

(Continued on page 66) 
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PHILADELPHIA—ECW at ECW Arena: Tommy 
Dreamer, Axi Rotten, & B. Mahoney defeated 
Tracey Smothers, Little Guido, & Tommy Rich... 
Jerry Lynn defeated Chris Candido by submission 
... Gran Hamada defeated Gran Naniwa ... Justin 
Credible beat The Great Sasuke ... Al Snow 
pinned Roadkill (substituting for Paul Diamond). 
Diamond then attacked Snow after the match ... 
Rob Van Dam pinned Bam Bam Bigelow ... TV 
champ Taz defeated 2 Cold Scorpio. After the 
match, Doug Furnas and Brakus attacked 2 Cold, 
but Taz came to his defense ... Buh Buh Ray, D- 
Von, & “Big” Dick Dudley defeated John Kronus, 
New Jack, & Spike Dudley ... The Sandman 
pinned Sabu in a “Stairway To Hell” match in which 
a roll of barbed wire hung above the ring and could 
only be reached and used by climbing a ladder. 
(01-10-98) 

—Timothy A, Walker 


WIND GAP—Pennsylvania Championship Wrestling 
at the Plainfield Fire Company: Junior heavyweight 
champ Reckless Youth defeated Mike 
Quackenbush ... Glen Osbourne pinned Chris 
Krueger ... Dave Patera beat J.R, Ryder by 
countout ... Boogie Woogie Brown defeated Joe 
Rules ... Gino Caruso pinned The Siberian Tiger ... 
Mr. Ooh La La defeated Blue Thunder ... Cheetah 
Master pinned The Persian Prince ... Americas 
champ Lance Diamond beat Reckless Youth. 
(01-10-98) 

—Kelly Pomeroy 


BETHLEHEM—EWF at the Castle Hill Ballroom: 
Little Running Bear pinned Perfect Creation ... 
Tiny pinned Jonathan Luvstruck ,.. Ranger 7 
defeated Dinky ... Ben Range beat Mowacure .. 
Adam Flash beat Jimmy Cicero ... Headshrinker 
Samu pinned Pit Bull fl... The Bad Crew beat The 
Love Connection and The Samoan Gangstas in a 
three-way steel cage/dog-collar match. 
(01-08-98) 

—Jim Roland 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


GREER—Southern Championship Wrestling at 
the Sports Arena: J Dog beat Max Cortez ... Loc 
Dog beat Billy Badd ... Shane Austin beat cruis- 
erweight champ S.W. Steele for the belt ... 
Jebediah Beauraguard defeated The Russian 
Assassin .,. Heavyweight champ Rickey Regal 
beat Johnny Dollar ... The Road Hoggs beat 
Cruiser & Norton Lewis by disqualification. 
(01-06-98) 

—Dan Parris 


COLUMBIA—WCGW at the Township Auditorium; 
Ernest Miller beat Brad Armstrong ... Dave 
Findlay beat Bobby Walker ... Bill Goldberg 
beat Bobby Eaton ... Harlem Heat beat High 
Voltage ... Ray Traylor beat “Buff” Bagwell ... 
Rick & Scott Steiner defeated The Faces of 
Fear ... Ric Flair defeated Curt Hennig, 
(01-03-98) 

—Michael Carpenter 


GREENVILLE—SCW at the Civic Center: Johnny 
Dollar and Shane Austin wrestled to a draw ... 
Beau James beat Jebediah Beauraguard ... 
Kevin Kirby & David Isley beat Jay Eagle & 
Nightmare II ... Brandi Wine beat Summer Rain 


..» Rick Morton defeated Viadimir Koloff ... Steve 
Stampede & Mad Maxx Miles defeated The Road 
Hoggs by disqualification ... Manny Fernandez 
beat Norton Lewis. 
(12-25-97) 

—Dan Parris 


TENNESSEE 


KNOXVILLE—Tennessee Mountain Wrestling at 
Holston Middle School: The Matador beat Gabe 
Castill ... Johnny Raynor defeated Robbie 
Simpson .., Mike Powers beat “Crazy” Bobby B 
... Dr. Dan beat Pyro ... J.T. Coleminer & Chaos 
beat tag team champs The Memphis Mafia for the 
title ... Jeff Anderson defeated Tony Anthony. 
(01-10-98) 

—Bill Needham 


NASHVILLE—Music City Wrestling at the 
Fairgrounds Sports Arena: Nick Dinsmore beat 
John White ... Steven Dunn, Reno Riggins, & 
Shane Eden beat Mike Maverick, Jason Lee, & 
Bonecrusher ... Lone Eagle beat Little Josh ... 
Colorado Kid defeated Flash Flanagan by dis- 
qualification ... Wolfie D beat North American 
champ Terry Golden to win the title ... Jamie 
Dundee beat Derrick King ... Steven Dunn & 
Reno Riggins beat Bobby Brawnz & Tony Gage 
... Colorado Kid beat Frankie Capone. 
(01-10-98) 

—Monica Sever 


NASHVILLE—MCW at the Fairgrounds Sports 
Arena: Chris Michaels beat Ken Arden ... Mo 
defeated Billy Travis ... Doug Gilbert beat Dutch 
Mantel by disqualification ... Tag team champs 
Shane Eden & Thrillbilly defeated Bad, Black, & 
Beautiful by disqualification ... Jamie Dundee 
beat Terry Golden ... Rex King beat Steven 
Dunn in a streetfight ... Colorado Kid beat 
Frenchy Riviera in a hair vs. hair match ... Wolfie 
D beat Flash Flanagan in a Texas death match. 
(12-25-97) 

—Frank Miller 


HARROGATE—wUnited Atlantic Wrestling at 
Lincoln Memorial University: Night Ranger beat 
Chester ... The Matador defeated Jesse Landell 
.. Tom Pitner beat Mike Powers ... Tony 
Anthony defeated heavyweight champ 
Mongolian Stomper in a non-title match ... Tag 
team champs Buddy & Jesse Landell wrestled 
Jimmy Golden & Tim Horner to a draw. 
(01-09-98) 

—Bill Needham 


CLINTON—Volunteer Championship Wrestling at 
the South Clinton Rec Center: In the first round 
of a seven-round tag team tournament: Jason 
Lowe & Travis Williams beat Shogun Warriors 
... In round two; Bryan Worley & Danny Lucas 


, beat Lowe & Williams ... In round three: The 


Knighthawks beat Worley & Lucas ... In round 
four: The Memphis Mafia beat The Knighthawks 
... In round five: Joe Carr & Keith Hart beat The 
Memphis Mafia ... In round six: John Manson & 
David O beat Carr & Hart ... In round seven: 
The Border Patrol beat Manson & O to become 
the new VCW tag team champs. 
(01-03-98) 

—Bill Needham 


FALL BRANCH—Southern States Wrestling at the 
Sampson Center: Denny Cooley pinned The 
Brute ... Beau James pinned Jimmy Valiant ... 
Chuck Jones beat Mike Cooper by reverse deci- 
sion ... Johnny Thunder beat Brian Logan by 
default when Logan didn’t show up. Thunder then 
challenged Beau James to a match, and James 
won ... Roger Hamm beat Bam Bam Christian 
by countout ... The Fall Branch Redneck beat 
The Brooklyn Bad Boy Il ... Heavyweight champ 
Ricky Harrison wrestled Appalachian champ The 
Brooklyn Bad Boy | to a no-contest ... Tag team 
champs Death & Destruction beat K.C. Thunder 
& Max Miles. 
(01-03-98) 

—Fay Ferguson 


TEXAS 


AUSTIN—WWF at the Frank Erwin Center: Skull 
& Eight-Ball defeated Savio Vega & Miguel 
Perez Jr. ... Flash Funk beat The Sultan ... 
Max Mini & Nova beat El Torito & Battallion ... 
Kane beat Chainz ... Dude Love beat D-Lo 
Brown ... World tag team champs Billy Gunn & 
Jesse James defeated The Blackjacks ... 
Vader defeated Goldust by countout ... Owen 
Hart & Ken Shamrock beat Rocky Maivia & 
Faarooq. 
(01-04-98) 

—Denise Grandy 


SAN ANTONIO—WWF at the Freeman Coliseum: 
Eight-Ball & Skull defeated Savio Vega & Miquel 
Perez Jr. ... Faaroog beat Chainz ... Max Mini & 
Nova beat El Torito & Battallion ... Kane beat 
Vader ... Steve Austin & The Undertaker defeat- 
ed D-Lo Brown & Rocky Maivia ... Ken 
Shamrock beat The Sultan ... World tag team 
champs Billy Gunn & Jesse James beat The 
Blackjacks ... Dude Love beat Goldust by dis- 
qualification ... World champ Shawn Michaels 
beat Owen Hart. 
(01-04-98) 

—Brad Larsen 


CORPUS CHRISTI—WWF at the Memorial 
Coliseum: Eight-Ball & Skull defeated Savio 
Vega & Miguel Perez Jr. ... Flash Funk beat The 
Sultan by countout ... Max Mini & Nova beat El 
Torito & Battallion ... Kane beat Chainz ... World 
tag team champs Billy Gunn & Jesse James 
beat The Blackjacks ... Cactus Jack beat 
Goldust by disqualification ... Owen Hart & Ken 
Shamrock defeated Rocky Maivia & Faaroog. 
(01-03-98) 

—Dave Warner 


VIRGINIA 
STUART—AIWF at Rotary Field: Gemini & Steve 
Niles defeated The Phantoms ... Chainz (not the 
WWF wrestler) defeated Bodycount ... Kodiak 
beat Neil Leathers ... The Tennessee Violence 
Authority beat Major Havoc & Luscious Kevin 
... TV champ The Red Scorpion defeated J.T. 
Sledge ... Light heavyweight champ Jackie 
Anderson beat Doc Sampson ... Tag team 
champs The Biker Outlaws defeated Johnny 
Reb & Techno Dragon ... Brian Danzig defeated 
Terminator X in a lumberjack match. 
(01-10-98) 

—Dean Puckett 


WEST VIRGINIA 

MARTINSBURG—Championship Pro Wrestling at 
the Cadillac Club: Bobby Davidson defeated The 
Inferno ... Combat Kid pinned Bob Keller after 
interference from Diablos Macabre to win the 
Southeastern heavyweight championship ... Major 


Mayhem beat Mohammed Kane in a flag match 
... Maxx Crimson beat Juggernaut by countout 
... Shane Shadows & Switchblade beat Diablos 
Macabre & The Cremator by disqualification 
(Switchblade turned against Shadows and nailed 
him with a chair during the match) ... King Kong 
Bundy pinned Mark Mest. 
(01-11-98) 

—Timothy A. Walker & Michael J. DiMuzio 


WISCONSIN 


MILWAUKEE—WWF at the Arena: The Disciples 
of Apocalypse defeated Los Boricuas ... Marc 
Mero defeated Scott Taylor ... Henry & Phineas 
Godwinn beat The Headbangers in a country 
whipping match ... Goldust beat Flash Funk ... 
The Undertaker beat European champ Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley in a non-title casket match ... 
World tag team champs Jesse James & Billy 
Gunn defeated The New Blackjacks ... Kane 
pinned Vader ... Steve Austin & Dude Love beat 
Rocky Maivia & D-Lo Brown in a no-disqualifica- 
tion, falls-count-anywhere match. 
(12-26-97) 

—Bernice Whitley 


MONTREAL, QUEBEC—Northern Championship 
Wrestling at St.-Damase Church: Black Eagle 
beat The Jackal ... Steven the Sweet Boy beat 
Piranha ... Marz defeated The Ninja ... The 
Vipers defeated The Cosanostra for the Quebec 
tag team title .. The Cult defeated The Dream 
Warriors .., lceman beat Syl the Sadist. 
(12-21-97) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


MONTREAL, QUEBEC—NCW at the NDR Arena: 
Steven the Sweet Boy defeated The Jackal ... 
Dream Killer beat Phil Belanger ... The 
Cosanostra defeated The Dream Warriors ... 
Syl the Sadist beat Iceman by disqualification ... 
Syl the Sadist won a 30-man Royal Rumble-style 
battle royal. 
(12-20-97) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


INTERNATIONAL 


GERMANY 
BREMEN—Catch Wrestling Association at 
Stradhalle: Masahiro Chono beat Christian 
Eckstein ... Ice Train defeated Cannonball 
Grizzly by disqualification ... Middleweight champ 
Franz Schumann beat Doug Gilbert ... Tony 
Halme beat Tony Richardson in a boxing match 
.. Tony St. Clair & Osamu Nishimura beat 
Robby Brookside & Rhino Richards ... Ulf 
Hermann defeated Crusher Crydemann ... 
Heavyweight champ Marshall Duke (a.k.a. Duke 
Droese) beat Savio Vega. 
(12-20-97) 

—Karl Lerman 


JAPAN 

HAKATA—All-Japan at the City Gym: Tsuyoshi 
Kikuchi pinned Yoshinobu Kanemari ... 
Yoshinari Ogawa & Tamon Honda defeated 
Ricky Santana & Johnny Smith ... Masanobu 
Fuchi, Harika Eigen, & Jun Izumida beat Mitsao 
Momota, Rusher Kimura, & Giant Baba ... Giant 
Kimara beat Skull Von Crush ... Takao Omori & 
Jun Akiyama beat Kentaro Shiga & Akira Taue 
... Saturo Asako & Mitsuharu Misawa defeated 
Masao Inoue & Toshiaki Kawada ... Wolf 
Hawktfield, Gary Albright, & Steve Williams beat 


Maunakea Mossman, Johnny Ace, & Kenta 
Kobashi. 
(01-10-98) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


TOKYO—FMW at Korakuen Hall: Jinsei Shinzaki 
& Hayabusa beat Jado & Hiromichi Fuyuki ... 
Super Leather beat Yoshinori Sasaki ... 
Morimura won a three-way dance over Sumao 
Gosaku and Pandita ... Masato Tanaka beat 
Great Fake ... The Gladiator beat Hisakatsu 
Oya ... Atsushi Onita, Koji Nakagawa, & 
Testuhiro Kuroda beat Mr. Gannosuke, 
Yukihiro Kanemura, & Hido in a streetfight. 
(01-07-98) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


TOKYO—New Japan at the Tokyo Dome: Kendo 
Ka Shin defeated Koji Kanemoto ... IWGP junior 
heavyweight champ Shinjiro Otani beat Ultimo 
Dragon ... Tatsumi Fujinami & Osamu 
Nishimura beat Manabu Nakanishi & Satoshi 
Kojima ... Riki Choshu defeated Kazuyuki Fujita 
... Choshu beat Yutaka Yoshie ... Choshu beat 
Tatsuhito Takaiwa ... Takashi lizuka beat 
Choshu ... Choshu defeated Jushin Liger ... Don 
Frye beat Naoya Ogawa ... Shinya Hashimoto 
beat Dennis Lane ... Masahiro Chono pinned 
Shiro Koshinaka ... IWGP heavyweight champ 
Kensuke Sasaki beat Keiji Muto. 


(01-04-98) 
—Koichi Yoshizawa 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
JUNE 


NEW JERSEY 


EAST RUTHERFORD—AWA at the 
Meadowlands: Little Coco & Little Mr. T beat 
Johnny Rebel & Lord Littlebrook ... Ray 
Stevens beat Buck Zumhofe ... Bobby Duncum 
beat Steve O ... Butch Reed defeated Baron 
Von Raschke ... The Freebirds beat Curt 
Hennig, Greg Gagne, & Jim Duggan ... Wahoo 
McDaniel beat Larry Zbyszko by disqualification 
... World champion Rick Martel defeated Nick 
Bockwinkel ... Sgt. Slaughter defeated Kamala 
in a boot camp cage match. 
(06-22-85) 

—John Fordman 


NEW YORK 


NEW YORK—WWWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Buddy Rogers beat “Cowboy” Bob Ellis in a 
best-of-three-falls match ... Miguel Perez beat 
Fred Atkins ... Danny McShane defeated Arnold 
Skaaland ... Shohei Baba defeated The Golden 
Terror by disqualification ... Red Bastein wrestled 
Billy Darnell to a draw ... Bobo Brazil beat Skull 
Murphy Johnny Valentine wrestled 
“Handsome” Johnny Barend to a double-dis- 
qualification. 
(06-22-62) 

—Bertha Milliken 


PENNSYLVANIA 


PHILADELPHIA—WWWF at the Arena: Pedro 
Morales defeated Lou Albano in a cage match 
... Chief Jay Strongbow beat Prof. Toru Tanaka 
in an Indian strap match ... Sonny King & Joe 
Nova beat The Black Demon & Jimmy Valiant 
... Tony Contilles wrestled Nikita Mulkovitch to 
a draw ... Juan Caruso beat Henry DePaula ... 
Tomas Marin defeated Chuck Richards. 
(06-10-72) 

—PW/I archives 
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MastérCard 


Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE 


(1990 - 1994) 


WORLD WRESTLING ( 
FEDERATION 
Fa) )) HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES 


**(all mint in package)" © WWF HASBRO 4” WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 


All Figures in This Section are $15.00 each. 
Bret Hart #1 Tatanka #1 

Big Boss Man #1 Big Boss Man #2 
Berzerker Hacksaw Duggan #1 
El Matador LAS. 

Scott Steiner Hacksaw Duggan #2 
Bushwacker Butch Buskwacker Luke 
Headshrinker Fatu Headshninker Samu 


OTHER WWF HASBRO 4” WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 


Usimate Warior #3 (Purple Trunks) . $50.00a. Texas Tornado a. $50.00 ea, 
Honky Tonk Man ss $40.00.¢a. ‘Ultimate Warrior #1 (Green Trunks) .. $95.00 22, 
Roddy Piper... $35.00'ea. ‘Typhoon vwsome $30.00 28 
Eartha — $20.00ea. Sgt Slaughter _..... $30.00 ea 
Hulk Hogan #3 (with Hulkaplex) ..... $30.00ea. Randy Savage (King w! Crown) $30.00 ea 
Ted Dibease #1 (Black Suit}... $20.00ea. Brutus Beeloake #2 (White & Btack) . $90.00 ea. 

 $90.00ea. emmy Snuka _. $20,00 ea 
$2500.08. Razor Ramon #1 $25.00 ea 
$25,008. Nail ......... ~ $25.00 ea 
$25,00.ea. Razor Ramon (with Purple Vest) ...... $25.00 ea 
gut $25,002. Hulk Hogan (Goria Press) $20.00 ea 
dake the Snake Roberts $20,00.e3. HUA Hogan (wit Hulkstér Hog) $20.00 ea 
Ted Dibiase (in Grean Outil) ........ $20.00 22, 


WWF HASBRO TAG TEAM 2 PACKS 
WWF Tag Team 2 Packs (2 Figures in each set) 
The Bushwatkers #1 (Luke & Burch) 320,00 set 
The Rockers (Shawn & Matty} $40.00 set 


Re 


ee 


Brutus Beatcake #7 
Dragon Steamboat 
The Mountie 
Undertacker #1 
Giant Gonzalez 
Marty Janatty 


(wih Black Vest) 
Lex Luger ...... : 


ae a ees naw, 
1996/1997 WWF BEND-EMS 

By dust rors $7.00 each or (any 4 $7.00 figures for $25.00) 
These are 5" bendable figures and are MINT in package 
Ast Series 
Diesd _ 7. Mea 
2nd Series 
Tha Undertaker $7.00 ea 
3rd Series 
Gplddust —__ §7.00 e8 
4th Series 
Vader. — $700 4a 
5th Series 
Steve Ausin.._.. $7.0 €@ 
6th Series 


Dork $7003 BretHat $7,004. Razor Ramon 47,00 2a 


British Bulldog... $7.0922 123 Kid $1002 Webs $1000 ea 


Shawn Mchaeis $7.0)ea. Anmed dohrees $1000.62 Yokorund $10.00 2 


Sunny 57.00 ea. Mare Mero HN0er Psycho Sd. $7.00 ea 


Fleckly Maivia _ $7.00 62, Mankind 70022 Fasweg —_ $700 ea 


$70ea Asieal 


y OFFICIAL IN 

© For 5° Bend-em figures w/ exclusive Paul Bearer 5° Bend- 

~ @m figure. The bottom of this ring converts into a carrying 
$25.00 set 


NEW WWF ACTION FIGURES-WWF SUPERSTARS 
By Jakks Toys (1996-1997) New line of WWF Action Figures based on some 
of the most popular WWF Superstars. Each figure has a “Bone Crunching 
Sound” when posed. These action figures are 6” tall. ALL JAKKS FIGURES 
ARE $15.00 EACH OR (ANY 6 FOR $75.00) Choose from: 


1st Series 
Undertaker #1.» Shawn Michaais #1 (Blue Pants) 
Bret Hart €1 (BickShin/Pnk Pants) * Goiddust 
¥ 
“~e 

° # my 
Flash Funk » Ken Shamrock * Savio Vega ; 
Stomp Series 


2nd Series 
Usinate Warnor * Vader * Owen Hart « Undertaker #2 

Ahmed Johason * Undertaker + Brian Pillman + Crush * Ken Shamrock * Ausin 
Signature Series 


Bret Hart #2 (Red ShivBick Pants) « Shawn Michaels (Red Outfit) 
Hawk #2 * Animal#2 © Goldust #2 « 


3rd Series 
Marikind #2. + Hunter Hearst Helmsley #2 


$7.00 ea Undenaler #2. $7.00.62 — Humer Helmsiey$7.00 es 


Bret Hart #3. * Shawn Michaels #3» Sid + British Bulldog 
Ahmed Johnson * Mankind 

4th Series 

Jemy ‘The King’ Lawier * "Stone Cold’ Stave Austin * Faargog 
dustin © Hawk Bradshaw * Vader #2» Hunter Hearst Heimeley 
5th Series 

“Stone Cold Steve Austin * Sycho Sid * Aocky Maina 


Steve Austin 3:16 Shia 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


UR Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m, EST 
oO S Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 


CHAMPIONSHIP BELTS FOR WRESTLING FIGURES 
THESE BELTS FIT THE FOLLOWING ACTION 
FIGURES LINES: 
WWF LJN 8 inch Wrestling Figures from 1984-1989 
WWF Hashro 4 inch figures from 1990-1995 
WWF Jakks 6 inch Figures frony 1996-1997 
WWE Just Toy Bendems 5 figutres from 1890 
WCW Gallod 4 Inch Figures trom 1990: 
WCW San Francisco Toymakers 7 Inch Figures from 1994-1997 
CMLLS inch mexican Wrestlers trom 1992 
AWA 5 inch Remco Wrestling Figures from 1986 
SERIES 1 
Each Belt has a black strap with gold madalion 
WE HAVE 3 DIFFERENT KINDS AVAILABLE 
1) World Heavywaight Championship 2) World Tag Team Championship 
3) Intornatione! Championship. 
WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single balt for $3.00 each 
4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8.00 contains: 
1 World Heavyweight Bell, 1 International Bett, 2 World Tag Team Belts 
12 PACK OF BELTS FOR $20.00 coniains. 
3 World Heavy weight Belts, 3 Intemational Belts, 6 World Tag Team Betts. 
SERIES 2 
EACH BELT HAS A BROWN STRAP WITH SILVER MEDALLION, 
We have 4 Digerent Kinds Avasteble 


1) Light Heavyweight Championship, 2) intercontinental Champsonship, 3} United States 
Championship, 4) Cruiserweight Championship 


WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single belt for $3.00 each 
4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8.00 CONTAINS: 1 of each 
12 PACKS OF BELTS FOR $20.00 CONTAINS: 3 of each, 


4th Series 2-Packs 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 


FEATURED MANAGERS 
Paul Bearer & Mankind, Bob Backlund & Sullan 
Clarances Mason & Crush, Sable & Marc Mero “Wildman” 


Saibenmenll feted” Ei naey* 
Cinta ace” 


5th Series Tag Team 2 Packs 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 


LEGION OF DOOM = HEADBANGERS 
NEW BLACK JACKS THE GODWINS 


epee Fo eer 


RINGSIDE COLLECTION 


SUNNY - $10.00 VINCE MCMAHON - $10.00 
SABLE - $15.00 REFEREE - $15,00 


~ fl Official Ringside 
Microphone 
| $15.00 each 


PHONE NUMBERS: 
ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOCK 
1-401-946-5720 


1-401-946-8492 


SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER ORDER 
ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 


INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


Wrestling Music - CD & Cassette Tapes 


Te Ty 


Nee a 


Hulk Hogan and the Wrestling 
Boot Band (1995) 
10 different songs by Hulk 
Hogan and others. 
CD VerSION rs 
Casseie Version ....... 


Wrestlemania The Album (1993) 
10 delierent songs by WWF 
Superstars 
CO version _...___ 20.00 
Cassette version 13.00 


14 INCH TALKING 
UNDERTAKER 


FIGURE 
(Mint in Box) by Playmates (1997) 
$50.00 each 


14 deerent songs includes 
many official arena 
éntrance themes. 
5.00 a 
5.00 


RINGMASTER 
FIGURES 


3 Inch figures with display stands 
these figures have big heads with little 
bodies and stand on 4 display stand 
which is included 


$5.00 EACH OR COMPLETE SET OF 6 FOR $40.00 
Sanies One Ringmasters -The Undertaker * Bret Hart * Goldust + Shawn Michaels 
Sid * Yokozuna * Setol6 


JAKKS ITEMS 


RAW IS WAR ACTION RING 
WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 


Comes With: Austin Amed, Faaroog, Mankind, 
Golddust, Helmsley 


$25.00 SET 


WRESTLEMANIA 
ACTION RING 


WITH 6 MINI 
FIGURES 


Comes With; Shawn, Bret, 
Undertaker, Owen, Sid, Vader 


$25.00 SET 


RAZOR RAMON & DIESEL 2 

FIGURE PACK 

This was a Limited Edition 2 Figure Pack that was lim- 

s@ ited to only 10,000 sels. This rare 2-Pack saw limited 

distribution. The Razor Ramon has a yellow outfit and 
the Diesel has “Big Daddy Coof written on his shirt. 

Special Price for a Limited Time — Only 

$30.00 set of 2 


OFFICIAL 
WWF WRESTLING 
MONSTER RING 


BY JAKKS 
(1996) Mint In-Box made to fit 6" 
Action Figures - $30.00 ea. 


FULL SIZE 60 PAGE SCI-FI AND 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


Copyright Owners. 


linc. 
Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m, EST 
HOURS Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(EST) Closed Sunday 


Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 
WWF FULL HEAD MASKS 


by Cesar Inc. (1997) 


FULL HEAD MASKS ARE SOFT VINYL AND FIT COMPLETELY 
OVER THE HEAD. 


WWF T-Shirts by Trinity Co. 


All T-shirts made from 100% cotton. All shirts come y adult and kid sizes. 
Kids T-shirts .. 
Size: 
Kids Medium 
Kids Large 


«se 15,00 €8. 
fable 
Kids X-Large 


Adult T-shirts .............. 20.00 ea. 
Sizes Available 

Adult Medium Adult X-Large 

Adult Large Adult XX-Large 


Undertaker... 
Mankind .... 


< | Undertaker #2 Undertaker #3 © Shawn Michaels #1 


Bret Hart #1 Bret Hart #2 Psycho Sid #1 


Marc Mero #1 OwenHart #1 British Bulldog #1 Goldust & Marlena #1 
Hare Mero #1 (Adult only). Goidust & Marlena #1 (Adult Only) 
Legion of Doom #1 (Adult only) Head Bangers #1 (Adult Ony) 


WWE CHAMPIONSHIP BELT 


This is a championship belt that has gold ridid plastic 
with soft belt strap (1997) 
$19.00 each One Size Fits All 


WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
by LUN Toys (1987) WRESTLING BELTS 


Authentic replica of the Official WWF Champion- 
ship WWF Medallion, Adjustable up to 31° waist. 
Each bet Ests all former champions before 1987 
including: Buddy Rogers, Bruno Sammartino, Su- 
perstar Billy Graham, lron Sheik, Sab Backdund, 


Wrestlemania Championship 
fan Koloff, Pedro Morales, and Hulk Hogan. 


Belt .,.. $20.00 


WWF WRESTLING TRIVIA 
GAMES 800 QUESTIONS 
BY CARDINAL (1997) 

Test your knowledge {o the mat with 
this facinating trivia game about WWF 
Wrestling. Contains 800 Questions 
covering both old and new WWF 
Superstars from the 1970's and 1990's 


$25.00 each | eat Fess (121) 


WWF T WAR MANIA tas Poet 
WWF SUPERSTARS and Villians square off in this no holds-barred 
Version of the popular beach game. The fast and furious battery pow- 
ered action emphasises skill over strength. Games comes complete 
with 20 inch long game set and 8 -= characters. $22.00 each 


eaping Lann 
Wrestling with yme 
by Lanny Poffo 
THIS 172 PAGE BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE WWF 
WRESTLER, ANNOUNCERS, ARENA, CHARITIES, ETC. 
“FIGURES INC, EXCLUSIVE” 
(With Lanny and Randy Savage's Autograph) 

Own a limited edition copy of this book personally 
autographed by Lanny Poffo and his brother “Randy 
Macho Man Savage" exclusive for Figures Inc. customers 
ONLY $10.00 EACH! 


WWF STUFFED PILLOWS 
BY ACE NOVELTY CO. (1991) 

WWF set of 4 different 5 inch stuffed pitlows 
These are a rare warehouse find. Each Pillow has a 
full color picture of WWF Superstar. 

Set includes: 

1) HULK HOGAN 2) JAKE THE SNAKE 
3) BIG BOSS MAN 4) ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


Ultimate Warrior 
Issues 1-4 
Warrior Winter Wonderland 


PHONE NUMBERS: 
ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 
1-401-946-5720 
FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 
1-401-946-8492 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH, 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


WWF DELUXE (12x18) POSTER BOOKS 


Set of 2 erent WF Full Color Posterbooks (each 


Each Poster Book contains 8 Fill Color Posters: get 
2 Legion of Doom, 2 Rockers, 2 Nasty Boys, 2 Bushwackers, “= \am 
Hulk Hogan, Sgt, Staughler, Jake the Snake, British Bull 
Duggan, Big Boss Man, and the Undertake 
You get both posterbooks for only $10.00 
SET OF 6 DIFFERENT WWF COLLECTORS | 
PINS (1991) SET INCLUDES: 
Hulk Hogan, Ultimate Warrior, Lod, Big Boss 
Man, Roddy Piper and Bushwackers 
$10.00 set of 6 
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$5.00 per issue 
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Bret Hart Diesel 
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send these overseas to other countries due to size of these. For U.S. custom- 
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Classic WWF Trading Card Boxed Set 
oa ms 1S Containing many WWF Superstars like Andre, Hulk, Ult: 
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tains enough plastic sheet card pete $0 you can put in the entire 
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WWF Action Packed TradingCards Premiere Series 1 
Each pack contains 6 different fully embosed trading cards, These 
are the best type of trading cards made. They look 3-D. 

Packs randomly contain: Colossal Crushers Subset cards, 24K Gold 
Leaf cards, Randomly inserted autographed cards of the Under- 
taker and Macho Man Randy Savage. 

PRICES: 


$3,00 per pack 5 packs for $10.00 
10 packs for $15.00 
Complete set of all 42 cards 
for $20.00 
Complete box of 24 packs 
for $24.00/set 
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‘and has pictared fhe Undertaker, Shan chan Pajco Si and And 
Johnen, all on one large plastic cup. This is sur to be a rare collectible. 
$5.00 each or (3 for $10.00 


WWF HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 
” by Ruble's Costumnas (1996) Chikiren’'s Costumes 
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did what he always did: He held the 
organization on his shoulders. 

You're right, Dave. He didn’t earn 
his title shot by wrestling; he earned it 
by just being there. 

CHRIS DAVIS 
Yanceyville, NC 


YO, VINNIE 


Vince McMahon, in his “public | 


service announcements,” says that he 
wants to go the “sports entertainment” 
route with the WWF. The sport is sup- 
posed to be the entertainment! Yeah, 
Mike Tyson is just what the WWF 
needed—more class. Vince, if you 
want guys dressed in diapers, guys 
flashing their rear ends, women wear- 
ing skimpy bikinis, and a jailbird on 
your show for entertainment, go ahead 
and knock yourself out. No, better yet, 
let Tyson do it. 

But if you want to watch sports, 
flip to WCW Monday Nitro, “where 
the big boys play.” Shawn Michaels, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Steve 


Vince McMahon’s announcement that he 
wants to emphasize the entertainment 
theme in wrestling frustrated reader Edina 
Jefferson. She thinks the adult-oriented 
nature of the WWF has gone too far. 


70 & PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED a 


(Continued from page 5) 


Austin, Goldust. Parents, this is what 

happens when you don’t show your 
kids enough love and attention. 

EDINA JEFFERSON 

Pensacola, FL 


EARN YOUR KEEP 

I can’t believe Sting had the audac- 
ity to tell J.J. Dillon he has “no guts” 
on WCW Monday Nitro. True, Dillon 
has been less than perfect since 
becoming chairman of the WCW 
Executive Committee, but he had 
enough guts to give Sting a shot at 
Hogan’s belt even though he hadn’t 
wrestled in more than a year. 

Dillon had enough guts to skip over 
hard-working WCW vets like Dallas 
Page, Lex Luger, and The Giant to 
give him a match with Hogan—only 
to have “Hollywood” defeat him 
cleanly. 

SALLY HEASLOP 
Reno, NV 


STICK TO BOXING 

What is Michael Buffer doing on 
WCW Monday Nitro? I can’t stand this 
nitwit. First of all, he takes himself 
way too seriously. Check out his face 
during the introductions. It looks like 
it might crack if he smiles. 

And he always tries to become the 
main event as soon as he opens his 
mouth. That “LLLLLLLLLLet’s get 
ready to Rumbooooolllil” bit is old. It 
also makes WCW look like they are 
starved for new ideas to sell their 
package. With new talent like Bill 
Goldberg and Disco Inferno around, 
the last thing WCW needs is Michael 
Buffer. 

GERALD TENDLER 
Cincinnati, OH 


BUFF NOT THE STUFF 

The reason “Buff” Bagwell doesn’t 
get a lot of exposure from the NWO is 
because he stinks. All he does is brag 
about himself and flex his muscles. 
Who has he beaten besides Lex 


Marcus Bagwell may think he’s sexy, but 
reader Russell Griggs believes “Buff” 
still leaves a lot to be desired. He thinks 
Bagwell depends on his NWO comrades 
far too much. 


Luger? He hasn’t even beaten Luger 
cleanly, actually. 
Bagwell calls himself “the stuff.” 
He should call himself “the punk.” He 
can’t win a match unless Scott Norton 
is at ringside to jump people from 
behind. If I had a friend I knew could 
watch my back, I’d take a poke at that 
chump myself. 
RUSSELL GRIGGS 
Dover, DE [] 
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incredibly stupid? 

“Well, there’s no question that bat- 
tling through adversity can be inspira- 
tional,” said ECW broadcaster Joey 
Styles, who has followed Sabu’s 
career closely over the past few years. 
“And yes, many people look to Sabu 
and see someone who’s inspiring. But 
there’s also a line between bravery and 
recklessness, and I think Sabu’s mis- 
sion in life is to move that line over as 
far as he can—then moonsault himself 
onto it a few dozen times in an attempt 
to obliterate it.” 

Shortly after the Massachusetts 
injury, Sabu did take some time off: 
two nights. 

“Like that’s going to be of any real 
medical help?” our anonymous physi- 
cian said. “He doesn’t need two days 
off, he needs 
two months off 

. or two years 
off. But he’s ... I 
don’t know, it’s 
almost like he’s 
not human! He’s 
wrestled with a 
cracked tailbone, he’s been burned in 


metal chairs. 


fire matches, he’s wrestled with broken, 
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vrs Sabu catapults from a chair and 
comes down with a devastating leg- 
drop on Taz. His risk-taking often 
pays off in the ring, but it costs him 
dearly when something goes wrong. 


bones ... hell, Chris Benoit fractured a 
couple of his vertebrae, and he was 
_ only out a few weeks! I can’t explain it 
medically, except to say that he’s the 
most extreme case of mind over body 
that I’ve ever seen, or am likely to ever 


Sabu’s partner Rob Van Dam knows just how 
suicidal Sabu can be. They were involved in a 
vicious feud two years ago. Here, Sabu 
moonsaults from the ring onto Van Dam in 
the crowd. One wrong move, and Sabu could 
have landed on either the barrier or a row of {| 


see again as long as I practice medi- 
cine! [’ll tell you: When Sabu dies, I 
want to perform the autopsy, because 
Lord knows what’s inside of him that 
makes him tick!” 

Odds are that what’s inside that 
makes him tick can’t be seen by the 
eye, or revealed with the coroner’s 
knife. What makes Sabu keep going 
under the most incredible of odds is 
probably that amorphous human quali- 
ty we call “spirit.” It’s the drive to be 
the best at what he does. It’s the deter- 
mination to see every match through to 
the very end, no 
matter what the 
hurdles in front of 
him are. It’s the 
desire to provide 
every one of his 
fans with the best possible match 
every time he steps through the ropes. 
It’s the athlete’s competitive hunger 
welded to the madman’s insatiable lust 
for action and blood. 

And maybe, just maybe, it’s the fear 
that if he ever does stop moving, he’ll 
never be able to get started again. [] 
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tion’s elite. And he defeated him 
convincingly. 

“Yeah, Goldberg certainly im- 
pressed a lot of us that night,” 
Rocco Rock said. “This kid’s going 
to become a major player in WCW, 
and | think everybody knows it.” 

But winning opening bouts won't 
make Goldberg a major player. 
Too many matches against mid- 
level competitors could actually 
hurt him in the long run. A common 
mistake among rookies is to prac- 
tice all the moves they've learned 
in training whenever they can in 
the ring. In no time, they’ve shown 
the world all the moves they know. 
This allows more experienced 
competitors to figure out exactly 
what to expect. 

So far, Goldberg’s clotheslines, 
tackles, and slams alone have 
been enough to overwhelm his 
early opponents. Other wrestlers 
suspect there are more weapons 
in Goldberg’s arsenal, but aren’t 
sure what they are. But Goldberg 
claims it doesn’t matter who knows 
what he is capable of doing. 

“This is all a load of crap,” Gold- 
berg exploded. “I'll wrestle how | 
want, when | want. Those suits are 
called matchmakers for a reason. 
They should be out there making 
me matches. | don’t care if | wres- 
tle Ric Flair, Randy Savage, Lex 
Luger, Raven, Hulk Hogan, Sting, 
or whoever. Just put somebody 
across the ring from me. Sign the 
match and if my opponent is afraid 
of me, give me the win by forfeit, 
because that is, in essence, what 
they’re doing anyway. If the match- 
makers want me to do their jobs 
for them, then I’d better see an 
even bigger paycheck.” 

Despite Goldberg’s outburst, 
Murnick insists there isn’t much he 
can do. 

“This isn’t the first time a big 
new guy has come around and 
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Again, Goldberg hoists the 270- 


baby. Not since the debut of The 
Giant has a rookie made such an 


pound McMichael as if he were a , 


impact. After his victory over jj 


McMichael, who is willing face him? 


people have been hesitant to sign 
a match with him,” Murnick said. 
“Like | said, if he wants major stars 
to wrestle him, he’s got to give 
them a good reason.” 

In the meantime, Goldberg is 
polishing his skills even more with 


each passing week. His tackles 
are more forceful, his clotheslines 
are more crisp, and his fan club is 
growing. And his progress is being 
observed by more than a few 
wrestlers on the WCW roster. 
Even if it is from afar. Es 
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Luger presses “Buff” Bagwell over his head before slam- 
ming him to the mat. Though Bagwell got several tainted 
wins over Lex late last year, Luger put that feud to rest 
with some decisive wins. 


what’s going on. Heck, I’m careful 
every time | get into my car, every 
time | go shopping, every time | 
walk though a dark parking lot, even 
if I’m not at an arena. The NWO is 
everywhere. You can’t be too care- 
ful. So | walked back there and 
Savage blindsided me and she 
slapped me. Big deal. It didn’t hurt. 
It takes more than a woman’s slaps 
to hurt me. 

MANKIEWICZ: Can | try? 

LUGER: Sure, go ahead, if that’s 
what you want. 

MANKIEWICZ: No, only kid- 
ding. But | do have a question on a 
different subject. Would you have 
the guts to challenge your friend 
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Sting now? 

LUGER: Sure, why 
not? 

MANKIEWICZ: 
Because he’s your 
friend. 

LUGER: So what? 
I've wrestled friends. 

MANKIEWICZ: 
But could you remain 
friends? 

LUGER: Listen, at 
this point, probably 
the only way I’d 
wrestle Sting is if the 
World title was at 
stake. If it was, I’d 
look forward to a 
match. Otherwise, 
there’s no point. 

SAKS: How about 
Hogan? 

LUGER: 
about Hogan? | beat 
him how many times 
last summer. The 
only time he beat me 
was when his NWO 
buddies interfered, if 
you can call that a 
victory. You give me 
one more chance at 
Hogan and it won’t 
matter who inter- 
feres. It won’t matter if the 
National Guard and the United 
States Marine Corps interferes. I'll 
kick his butt clear across the state, 
whatever state it may be. 

APTER: Strong words, Lex. 

LUGER; But not strong enough. 
About as strong as | can get in a 
family magazine. Hogan is trash. 

MANKIEWICZ:; Sting has helped 
you a lot. 

LUGER: He’s a good man. 

SAKS: Your best friend? 

LUGER: One of my best. I have a 
lot of respect for The Giant, too. | 
mean, when I saw what Nash did 
to him, power-bombing him on his 
head, it was like Nash was power- 


What- 


bombing me. 

APTER: What did you think 
about Dillon banning the power 
bomb? 

LUGER: I’m not sure what to 
think of that. You know, sometimes 
| have no idea what’s going 
through Dillon’s mind. | mean, | 
know he wants to clean things up 
around here, but I don’t know if 
throwing all these fines around and 
banning moves is the way to go. 
The power bomb is a legal move. 
Sure, it’s dangerous, but it’s legal. | 
mean, if he’s going to ban the 
power bomb, why not ban the 
piledriver? It’s just as dangerous. 

MANKIEWICZ: You shouldn’t 
give him any ideas. 

LUGER: He doesn’t need ideas. 
Like when he fined me for using a 
chair. Like | was the first person in 
history to use a chair, He’s sudden- 
ly cracking down on stuff like that, 
but where was he when the NWO 
was running rampant, when the 


If Curt Hennig would like another piece of 
Luger, he’d probably be glad to take him 
on. He wishes, however, that J.J. Dillon 
wouldn't have limited the ways WCW 
wrestlers can attack members of the NWO. 


Luger isn’t interested in 
wrestling Bagwell again, 
but he isn’t through with 
other members of the 
NWO. He'd definitely like to 
wrestle Hulk Hogan again 
whether Hogan is WCW 
champ or not. 


NWO was the only one breaking Dillon took some of our fire away. 
the rules, and the rest of us were SAKS: Well, Lex, we’re about out 
trying to fight this battle the right of time. Thank you and good luck 
way? Well, the right way doesn’t _ in your title quest. 

always work. It was a failure. We LUGER: That’s right. We'll see 
had to fight fire with fire. But then what happens. Oo 


MOVING? 


Kindly give us 8 weeks 


advance notice 

Are you moving? If so, please give us 8 
weeks advance notice so we can continue 
to service your subscription promptly. 
Check the magazine(s) listed below you 
subscribe to: 


[_] PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 

(_] THE WRESTLER 

[J INSIDE WRESTLING 

[_] WRESTLING SUPERSTARS /WRESTLE AMERICA 
[_] PWI WEEKLY 


NAME 

OLD ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE. ZIP 
NEW ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 


EFFECTIVE DATE 


“Hey! This isn’t a championship belt. CLIP THIS FORM AND SEND TO: 
It’s ahubcap!” LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
Z P.O. BOX 910 
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HE’S ALWAYS HAD “BAD HAIR DAYS” 

Back in 1988, everyone wondered what kind of statement Dustin Rhodes 
was trying to make with this hairstyle. But the rookie’s fashion quirks 
were soon ignored as he began racking up one victory after another. 
Today, after looking at Goldust’s tacky blond wigs and bad afros, we only 
have one thing to say: Please bring back the mohawk! 


AERP eRe eee eee eee eRe eee TEER eee SEE eH EEE EEE EES EE EES EEEHESEEEEEEEE EERE EEE REESE EEEEESESESEESESEEESOEEEE OEE ED 


ICUCIILYy Cimwrem erween, UNS 
amazingly similar to the Rick : 
Martel who debuted 24 years ago. : 
What kind of water do they drink: 
in Quebec, anyway? 


> i => 


ONE AT A TIME, PLEASE! 
These guys will do anything to score a pin! This bout—held in Lake 
Charles, Louisiana, in October 1964—was billed as a seven-man tag 
team match. Tony Borne, Killer Karl Kox, and The Clawman wanted to 
make sure their manager, Leo “The Lion” Newman, could hold down 
Ramon Torres. We doubt if the referee allowed Kox to keep his foot 
on Newman’s back. Nice try. 
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: WHERE AM I? 

: WHO AM I? 
When Fabulous Ones clashed 
with the Guerreros in Houston 
back in February 1986, the fans 
in attendance knew it would be 
a vicious and bloody battle. 
Here, Hector Guerrero climbs 
the steel cage to escape Stan 
Lane’s clutches. Judging by the 
looks of Hecior’s face, he 
probably had no idea where to 
go next. 
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Every other month, Pro Wrestling Illustrated will pore through its 


massive photo collection to bring you some of the most unique photographs 
the mat world has ever seen! 


: PETER PAN HAS NOTHING ON THIS KID! 
: This young boy was probably shrieking, “I can 

: fly!” as George Wells held him high above his 

: head. You can probably tell by the child’s hairstyle 
: that this photo was taken quite a few years.ago. 
: The kid didn’t fare so well when Wells turned this 
: pose into a bone-breaking bodyslam. Just kidding. 


RUMBLE IN THE ... DRESSING ROOM? 


NWA official Sandy Scott may not be as fearsome as 
Muhammad Ali, but he was every bit as anxious to : 
corner former heavyweight boxing champion Joe Frazier. : 
Scott, a long-time Frazier fan, posed for this photo just 
before Smokin’ Joe served as special referee for a 
match between NWA World champion Ric Flair and 
Dusty Rhodes at Starrcade ’86. 


. 
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ante pie NOT GIVIN’ ME : 
ANY GOOD PRESS!” : 
Without a doubt, there are some wrestlers who would 3 THAT’S A GREAT LORD ALFRED 


like to get their hands on a few of PWi'sstaffers.Don ; HAYS IMPRESSION, J.J.! 

Curtis got his wish when he slapped a sleeperhold on : J.J. Dillon, now chairman of the WCW Executive 
PWI founder Stanley Weston in Washington, D.C., in : Committee, considered himself a dapper 

1959. Actually, Weston allowed Curtis to apply the : “man-about-town” back in 1983, when he was 
sleeper as part of the research he was doing for a story. : the top manager in Florida. Let’s hope Gordon 
He claims to still feels the effects of the hold to this day! : Solie was asking Dillon for some fashion tips. 
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(-) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
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(-) 251, Norristown, PA 


A 


(6) 214, Minneapolis, MN 


TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
1 STING | BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 
260, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 496 pounds 
(2) No. 1 contender: WCW World title (1) WWF World tag team champions 
2 SHAWN MICHAELS SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 
234, San Antonio, TX Combined weight: 646 pounds 
(1) WWF World champion (-) WCW World tag team champions 
3 HULK HOGAN 3 RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
275, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 483 pounds 
(-) No. 2 contender: WCW World title _ (2) No. 1 contenders: WCW tag title 
a STEVE AUSTIN CHRIS CANDIDO & LANCE STORM 
241, Dallas, TX Combined weight: 457 pounds 
(8) No. 2: contender: WWF World title (3) ECW team champions 
5 DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE THE HEADBANGERS 
260, Tampa, Fl Combined weight; 488 pounds 
43) U.S. heavyweight champion -) No. 1 contenders: WWF World title 
6 WEN HART 5 CHRIS BENOIT & DEAN MALENKO 
227, Calgary, Alberia Combined weight: 434 pounds 
4) WWE E: nm ion -) No. 2 contenders: WCW World title 
7 LEX LUGER OWEN HART & KEN SHAMROCK 
265, Chicago, Il Combined weight: 462 pounds 
(-) No. 5 contender: WCW World title (4) No. 2 contenders: WWF tag title 
Fs BRET HART 8 SABU & ROB VAN DAM 
235, Calgary, Alberta Combined weight: 447 pounds 
£) Re. A contender: WCW World tile {-) No.1 contenders: ECW tog Hite __ 
Q JEFF JARRETT 9 MASA CHONO & KEIJI MUTO 
230, Nashville, TN £ al Combined weight: 480 pounds 
(-) NWA North American champion oH (5) IWGP tag team champions 
10 CHRIS JERICHO cs 10 THE ROAD WARRIORS 
225, Vancouver, British Columbia a Combined weight: 560 pounds 
(-) wow cruiserweight champion Chris Jericho (7) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 
wcw WWE ECW MC 
World Champion: World Champion: ECW Champion: MCW Champion: 
TITLE VACANT SHAWN MICHAELS SHANE DOUGLAS WOLFIE D 
(C) 234, San Antonio, TX {C) 240, Pittsburgh, PA (4) 231, Nashville, TN 
1—STING 1—ROCKY MAIVIA 1—TAZ 1—TERRY GOLDEN 
(1) 260, Venice Beach, CA {1) 272, Pearl City, Hl (1) 248, Red Hook, NY (C) 241, Venice Beach, CA 
2—HULK HOGAN 2—STEVE AUSTIN 2—BAM BAM BIGELOW 2—FLASH FLANAGAN 
(2) 275, Venice Beach, CA (4) 241, Dallas, TX (4) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ (2) 221, Indianapolis, IN 
3—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 3—OQWEN HART 3—JUSTIN CREDIBLE 3—COLORADO KID 
(3) 260, Tampa, FL (2) 227, Calgary, Alberta (10) 225, Waterbury, CT (I) 231, Denver, CO 
4—BRET HART 4—JEFF JARRETT 4—ROB VAN DAM 4—STEVEN DUNN 
[-) 235, Calgary, Alberta {-) 230, Nashville, TN (7) 240, Battle Creek, MI (6) 240, Dallas, TX 
5—LEX LUGER 5—KANE 5—SABU 5—FRENCHY RIVIERA 
(4) 265, Chicago, IL (5) 345, parts unknown (3) 225, Bombay (7) 450, Paris, France 
6—CHRIS JERICHO 6—KEN SHAMROCK 6—TOMMY DREAMER 6—NICK DINSMORE 
[+ 225, Vancouver, British Columbia (6) 235, San Bernardino, CA (5) 245, Yonkers, NY (-) 235, Louisville, KY 
7—BOOKER T 7=—TAKA MICHINOKU 7—THE SANDMAN 7=RENO RIGGINS 
(5) 250,-Harlem, NY (8) 169, Morioka, Japan (2) 244, Philadelphia, PA (-) 231, Nashville, TN 
8—BILL GOLDBERG 8—CACTUS JACK 8—CHRIS CHETTI 8—J.C. ICE 
(9) 270, Tulsa, OK (+ 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (-) 227, Amityville, NY (-) 221, Memphis, TN 
9—RIC FLAIR 9—VADER 9—AL SNOW 9—SHANE EDEN 
(8) 243, Charlotte, NC (10) 450, Denver, CO {-) 232, Lima, OH {-) 220, Nashville, TN 
10—CHRIS BENOIT 10—TOM BRANDI 10—JERRY LYNN 10—BILLY TRAVIS 


(5) 239, Dallas, TX 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and 
inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All 
other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a 
wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category 
last issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a firstplace rating, nine for second place, and so on. 
The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 issues have been com- 
piled, with a possible maximum of 100 points. Each issue we'll pre- 
sent the top five finishers in each category. While our regular ratings 
reflect the past month, these cumulative ratings give an indication of 
wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
A—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE .......seeeeeveeeneess 55 points 
S—STEVEAUSTIN ...,.sscvsesssereessceavevere o oS4,points 


TAG TEAMS 

T—RICK & SCOTT STEINER ......0.,s0seeseseesesee92 points 
3—MASA CHONO & KEL MUTO ........000e0e2+ 57 points 
4-LITTLE GUIDO & TRACEY SMOTHERS ........++-+++.47 points 


For period ended February 4, 1998 


CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Erich Sbraccia; 1—Tony Rumble; 2—Tre; 3—Vic 
Steamboat; 4—Knuckles Nelson; 5—Ace Dorling; 6—Tony silos: 7—Joel Davis; 8—E Mascarado; 9— 
Devon Storm; 10—Pink Assassin. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Glen Oshourne; 1—Cheetah Master; 2— 
Reckless Youth; 3—Ace Darling; 4—Lonce Diamond; 5—Devon Storm; 6—Blue Thunder; 7—Viper; 8— 
Ravishing Ronny; 9—J.R. Ryder; 10—Persion Prince, 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Dan Severn; 1—leff Jarrett; 2—Dory Funk Jr; 3— 
Barry Windham; 4—Reckless Youth; 5—Wolfie D; 6—Terry Golden; 7—Doug Gilbert; 8—Steve Keim; 
9—Steve Corin; 10—Ace Darling 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE 2000: Champion—lonce Diamond; 1—Jimmy Cicero; 2— 
Christian York; 3—Surge; 4—Steve Corino; 5—Oito Schwonz; 6—Timber; 7—Eddie Brown; 8—Venom; 
9—Joey Matthews; 10—Cueboll Carmichael, 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Tiger Khan; 1—Reckless Youth; 2—Mr, 
Ooh Lo Lo; 3—Cheetah Master; 4—Lonce Diomond; 5—Mike Quackenbush; 6—Glen Osbourne: 7—Blue 
Thunder; 8—J.R. Ryder 9—Boogie Woogie Brown; 10—Jotin Rock. 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Ripper; 1—Crvel Connection I; 2—George South; 3— 
Italian Stallion; 4—Masked Maniac; 5—Krush; 6—Terry Austin; 7—Flaming Youth; 8—Chris Hamrick; 
9—Wasted Youth; 10—Glodiator II, 


SOUTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Jimmy Cicero; 1—Chris Stephenson; 2—Boris 
Dragoff; 3—Steve Corino; 4—Beau James; 5—Major DeBeers; 6—K.C. Thunder; 7—Timber the 


. Lumberjack; 8—Otto Schwanz; 9—Buddy Londell; 10—Eddie Brown, 
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NEW JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: 


KENSUKE SASAKI 
(C) 233, Tokyo, Japan 


ALL-JAPAN 


Triple Crown Champion: 


MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(C) 228, Ashikaga, Japan 


1—KEIJ] MUTO 1—KENTA KOBASHI 

(1) 245, Yamanashi, Japan (3) 261, Fukuchiyama, Japan 
2—MASA CHONO 2—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 

(6) 235, Tokyo, Japan (1) 245, Ashikaga, Japan 
3—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 3—JUN AKIYAMA 

(10) 270, Tokyo, Japan (4) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 
4—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 4—AKIRA TAUE 

(4) 287, Gifu, Japan (2) 265, Chichibu, Japan 
5—NAOYA OGAWA 5—STEVE WILLIAMS 

{-) 286, Tokyo, Japan (5) 265, Norman, OK 
6—KAZUO YAMAZAKI 6—TAKAO OMORI 

{-) 182, Tokyo, Japan (8) 221, Tokyo, Japan 
7—SHIRO KOSHINAKA 7—JOHNNY ACE 

(3) 225, Tokyo, Japan (-) 250, San Bernardino, CA 
8—TATSUMI FUJINAMI 8—GARY ALBRIGHT 

[-) 234, Oita, Japan (6) 343, Billings, MT 
9—JUSHIN LIGER 9—TAMON HONDA 

{7} 206, Hiroshima, Japan (9) 191, Tokyo, Japan 

10—YUJI NAGATA 10—MASA FUCHI 


(8) 229, Tokyo, Japan 


{-) 225, Tokyo, Japan 


EMLL PROMO AZTECA 
EMLL Champion: Promo Azteca Champion: 
UNIVERSO 2000 PIRATA MORGAN 
(7) 215, parts unknown {-) 221, Mexico City; Mexico 
1—ATLANTIS 1—PSICOSIS 
(8) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico {-) 200, Tijuana, Mexico 
2—DR. WAGNER JR. 2—LA PARKA 
(-) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (2) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
3—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 3—KONNAN 
(2) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico {C) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
4—NEGRO CASAS . 4—PIERROTH JR. 
(4) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (5) 240, Mexico City, Mexico 
5—BLUE PANTHER 5—JERRY ESTRADA 
(-) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (10) 220, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—FELINO 6—VAMPIRO CANADIENSE 


(10) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 


{-) 220, Montreal, Quebec 


7—BLACK WARRIOR 7—JUVENTUD GUERRERA 
(5) 221, Mexico City, Mexico (-) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 
8—EMILIO CHARLES JR. 8—SILVER KING 
(9) 222, Mexico City, Mexico (3) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—RAYO DE JALISCO JR. 9—LIZMARK JR. 
(1) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (4) 214, Mexico City, Mexico 
10—CIEN CARAS 10—SUPER CALO 


(3) 235, Lagos de Moreno, Mexico (6) 195, Guadalajara, Mexico 
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RATINGS 


More (yes, more!) tag team problems. How many times 
have we used this column to lament the lack of quality teams 
in the WWF? Or just the lack of quality tag teams overall in 
wrestling? Well, it’s that time again. 
Only this time the big problem is in 
wcw. 

Most notably, there is the situation 
involving Rick and Scott Steiner. 
Even before they lost the WCW 
World tag team title to Scott Hall and 
Kevin Nash on January 12, the 
brothers from Michigan were having 
trouble getting along. Rick was furi- 
ous when his brother showed up late for a title defense against 
Scott Norton and Vincent. He won the match on his own, but 
Scott didn’t appear until after it was over and Norton and 
Vincent were pummeling Rick. 

Rick was also incensed when, during the debut of Thunder, 
Scott made no effort whatsoever to tag him. He beat Marcus 
Bagwell and Konnan relatively easily, but the look on Rick's 
face after the match was over made it clear to everyone that he 
wasn't happy about what happened. 

Could this really happen? Could the Steiners really be 
headed for a major feud ... with each other? Ted DiBiase, 
their manager, admitted that he thought so and said he was 
trying desperately to get them to talk out whatever differences 
they had. What a blow to tag team wrestling a Steiners split 
would strike. For now, we’re happy that we’re able to place 
them in the top 10 of our tag team rankings. Will we be able 
to do the same next month and the month after that? We can 
only hope. 

The other WCW team we’re worried about is Harlem 
Heat. Booker T captured the TV championship with a deci- 
sive victory over Disco Inferno on December 29 and is 
defending it regularly, but where does this leave the Heat? 
Stevie Ray has not been as successful in singles competition, 
and there were rumors that the two men had a big argument 
after Booker’s win over Disco. If certain reports are to be 
believed, Stevie Ray was adamant about getting a title shot for 
himself, but his brother didn’t want to talk: about it. 

The Heat, because they haven’t competed much as a team 
of late, have dropped down in our tag team rankings and are in 
danger of falling out completely. We'd hate to see these two 


Scott Steiner 
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brothers cease wrestling as a team, and we certainly don’t 
want to see them feuding with each other. 

If the Steiners and Harlem Heat were to both split up, what 
teams would be left in WCW/NWO? Hall and Nash ... Public 
Enemy: a team that’s rarely seen in WCW these days) ... The 
Barbarian and Meng: who are struggling and also seem more 
interested in singles now ... and not much else. 

And while we’re on the subject of tag teams, we should 
make some points about what’s going on in ECW. Chris 
Candido and Lance Storm have looked great since they beat 
Doug Furnas and Phil Lafon for the belts in December, but 
now they're not getting along. Seems Candido is upset that 
Sunny, his girlfriend, is so fond of Storm. So that alliance 
isn’t looking like it will last long. 

And there have also been problems 
between The Gangstanators, New 
Jack and John Kronus, the unlikely 
duo that captured the ECW tag belts 
last September and held them for 
nearly a month. They have bickered in 
public a lot lately. 

In terms of technical wrestling 
ability, New Jack and Kronus don’t 
compare well to many of the great tag teams of all-time, but 
they do work well together, and they’ve always been fun to 
watch, especially if you like your wrestling very violent. The 
Gangstanators, by the way, aren’t in this issue’s tag team rat- 
ings, and if they don’t find a way to work out their differences, 
they might never be in the ratings as a team again. 

As of press time, the state of tag team wrestling in the 
WWE was actually not all that bad. The federation had Billy 
Gunn and Jesse James, The Road Warriors, The 
Headbangers, Skull and Eight-Ball, Henry and Phineas 
Godwinn, The Blackjacks, The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, The 
Truth Commission, and a few other duos clamoring for good 
spots in the ratings. At least there’s some depth there. So news 
on tag team wrestling isn’t all bad. 


John Kronus 


Until next month ,.. If you have any questions or com- 
ments related to what you see on this page or our ratings in 
general, we want to hear from you. Write to: “Ratings 
Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034, oO 
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THIS DIGEST-SIZED CHUNK OF HISTORY HAS IT ALL! 
WE'RE TALKING 196 PAGES OF REFERENCE MATERIAL! 
UPDATED! CHOCK-FULL OF NEW INFORMATION! 
® Statistics for hundreds of wrestlers worldwide! 
® Comprehensive title histories of the sport’s top 


championships=active and inactive! 


® Results of every pay-per-view cards, non-PPV supercard, 
and Ciash of Champions! 


® Analysis of the 10 biggest news stories of 1997! 
® Complete listing of all seven “PW 500s”! 
© And much, much more! 


IS THE ULTIMATE WRESTLING PUBLICATION! 
ON SALE FEBRUARY 10 AT NEWSSTANDS EVERY WHERE’ 
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HOT SHOT | 


Bill Alfonso sure knows how to 
blow his own whistle, but not 
everyone wants fo listen to the 
sound. Francine (behind Alfonso) 
and Beulah McGillicutty were will- 
ing to put their differences aside 
and join hands (literally) to finally 
silence the diminutive manager. We — 
het that whistle took on a whole — 
new shrill once Francine and Beulah 
hit their target. Ouch! 
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Book 


The PWI Almanac And Book Of. Facts is an essential 
part of your wrestling library. Now in its third printing, 
revised and updated, the 196-page, digest-sized 
1998 edition offers complete PPV, supercard, and 
Clash results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by- 
year history of the sport ... A comprehensive 
overview of 1997 ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac has sold,out on most news- 
stands each of its first two years, but now the third 
edition is yours FREE if you use the accompanying 
order form! 


om 


13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 
* Up to 25% off the newsstand price 
Four special , including the 
100-page “Year-End Achievement Awards” 
and the “PW/ 500” ’ 
° Sp | right to your home 
And, of course, The 1998 PWI Almanac 
And Book Of Facts 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through 
the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnifi- 
cent full-color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling 
action at its best. PWI includes exclusive features you 
can’t get anywhere else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports” ... Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial 
“Off The Top Rope” . .. An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . , . Extensive “Ratings” 
. . . Monthly columns by Stu Saks, Bill Apter, Dave 
Lenker, Dave Rosenbaum, and Andy Rodriguez. And 
don’t forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the spec- 
tacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $4.95 on the 
newsstand (if you can find it!) and every other special 
we produce throughout the year. 
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Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 


| am enclosing $34.70 for a 13-issue subscription—a 
20% savings off the newsstand price! 

| am enclosing $65.00 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 

| wish to receive the 1998 PWI Wrestling Almanac as 
a bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 

to cover postage and handling 


| would like to order the 1998.PWI Almanac only and 
have enclosed $7 as payment in full 


0) VISA # 


(1 MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: / 


MO/YR 
Signature: 


Send to: London Publishing Co. 


P.O. Box 2021, Dept. 9 
Marion, OH 43302 


NAME 


ADDRESS. APT. 


CITY STATE___ZIP 

Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: 
$45.10 for 13 issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues 
($130.00 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for 
orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 
receive your first issue. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information Ve 


you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on V/ N 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 


call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 
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Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 
IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


DB This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones, 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is £1.00. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. \ 
BGM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 4457/08-97 
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